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Thursday,  January  24,  1799* 

THE  {landing  orders  of  the  Houfe  were  revived,  and  a 
a Committee  of  Privileges  appointed.  Lord  Tyrone  reported 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  reading  it  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  is  as  follows : 

“ WE  your  Ma  efty’s  moil  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjefis,  the  Com- 
mons of  Ireland  ii  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to  approach 
your  Majefiy  witl  the  moil  cordial  expreffions  of  duty,  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  your  Majefty’s  facred  Perfon,  Family  and 
Government. 

“ We  fmcerely  participate  in  the  fatisfadlion  which  your  Majefty 
itm it  feel  in  the  happy  effedls  which  have  followed  the  unparal- 
leled achievement  of  the  detachment  of  your  Majefty’s  Fleet 
under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon,'  on  the  total 
defeat  of  the  French  fquadron  off  the  coafts  of  this  kingdom  by 
that  under  the  command  of  Sir  'John  Borlafe  Warren , and  on  the 
brilliant  and  important  conqueft  of  Minorca ; thefe  events,  while 
they  afford  to  in  common  with  every  other  defeription  of  your 
Majefty’s  fubjefls  matter  of  juft  and  honourable  pride,  are  cal- 
culated to  infpire  other  Powers  with  confidence,  and  manifefi 
to  all  Europe  that  a fyllem  of  vigour  and  exertion,  directed 
with  manly  perfeverance  againfl  the  deftrudlive  projedls  of  the 
common  enemy,  may  be  attended  with  the  mofl  beneficial  confe- 
quences. 

“ We  mofl  fmcerely  lament  that  in  feveral  parts  of  this  kingdom 
a fpirit  of  difaffedtion  ilill  exiils,  and  that  the  expedition  of  fo- 
reign affiflauce  is  kept  alive  among  the  lower  claffes  by  the  fecret 
agents  of  France , but  your  Majefty  may  rely  on  the  firmnefs  of 
our  determination  to  eounteradl  every  machination  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  continue  our  exertions  with  unabated  vigour  in  fupport  of 
the  honour  of  your  Crown,  the  interefts  of  this  kingdom  and  the 
general  caufe  of  the  Empire. 

<c  We  fhall  take  into  our  early  confideration  the  public  accounts 
and  the  eftimates  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  in  granting  the  necef- 
fary  fupplies  we  fltall  endeavour  to  render  them  as  little  burthen- 
tome  to  the  people  as  poflible  ; it  will  be  our  delire  to  make  them 
adequate  to  the  necefiary  exigencies  of  the  flate,  as  we  are  con- 
fident they  will  be  prudently  and  economically  applied. 

ct  In  reft  edging  on  the  general  profperky  of  the  Empire  we 
feel  with  true  fatlsfadfian  that  notwithftanding  our  internal  cala- 
mities the  Revenue  and  Trade  of  this  kingdom  have  increafed, 
and  that  our  interefts  are  fo  blended  with  thofe  of  Great  Britain, 
as  to  produce  a participation  in  the  general  profperity. 

&c  Your  Majefty  may  be  allured  that  the  Prato  flan  t Charter 
Schools  acid  other  charitable  inftitutions  which  have  ufually  re- 
ceived the  aid  of  Parliament  will  continue  to  be  encouraged  by 
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our  fupport,  and  that  we  fhall  not  fail  in  our  attention  to  the 
Agriculture,  the  Manufactures,  and  particularly  the  Linen  Manu- 
facture of  this  Kingdom  ; the  honourable  claims  of  thofe  who 
have  fuftered  from  their  loyalty  during  the  Rebellion,  as  they  have 
int£refted.your  Mojefty’s  humane  regard,'  are  recommended  to  our 
liberality  by  every  endearing  motive. 

“ We  beg  leave  to  allure  your  Majelly  that  we  fhall  direct  our 
efforts1  with  perfevering  energy  for  repreffing  th  . fpirit  of  difaffec- 
tion  which  Hill  Requires  extraordinary  powers  t£>  check  its  malig- 
nant effeCts ; we  acknowledge  theaCtsof  feverity  which  have  been 
exercifed  to  be  indifpenfable,  whilll  we  are  fenfible  that  the  rigours 
of  penal  jultice  have  been  tempered  with  as  much  forbearance  and 
lenity  as  the  public  fafety  would  admit. 

“ We  rejoice  that  in  the  general  caufe  which  engages  the  Em- 
pire our  profpe&s  are  highly  improved,  and  wc  feel  the  warmed: 
incentives  to  redouble  our  exertions  as  the  probability  is  iticreafed 
of  bringing  the  war  to  a fuccefsful  termination. 

“ It  mull  be  highly  gratifying  to  your  Majelly  to  refleft  on 
that  zeal  which  has  been  manifelled  by  the  Regular  and  Militia 
Eorces,  and  by  that  gallantry  which  has  diftinguilhed  the  Yeo- 
manry. We  cannot  too  highly  applaud  their  condudl,  and  when 
we  confider  the  honourable  and  effectual  aflillance  of  the  Britifh 
Fencibles  and  Militia,  and  the  a&ivity,  Ikill  and  valour  of  your 
Majelly  *s  Fleets,  we  doubt  not  that  every  future  effort  of  the 
enemy  will  be  entirely  frullrated;  but  refk&ing  on  the  iituation 
and  circumllances  of  this  kingdom,  and  confidering  on  the  hand 
the  ftrength  and  liability  of  Great  Britain , and  on  the  other  thofe 
divifions  which  have  lhaken  this  kingdoms  to  its  foundations,  we 
(Iiould  feel  happy  if  any  adjullment  can  Jae  devifed  which  may  ex- 
tend the  advantages  enjoyed  by  our  Siller  Kingdom  to  every  part 
of  this  ifland. 

u *77><r  unremitting  activity  with  which  our  enemies  perf ever e in 
their  avowed  defign  of  endeavouring  to  ejfcft  a Separation  of  this  King- 
dom from  Great  Britain,  mtifl  confiantljy  engage  our  mojl  earnejl  atten- 
tion ; and  as  your  Majefy  has  condefcended  to  exprefs  an  anxious 
hope  that  this  circumflance , joined  to  the  fentiment  of  mutual  ajfedion 
and  common  interejl , may  difpofe  the  Parliament  in  both  kingdoms  to 
provide  the  mojl  effectual  means  of  maintaining  and  improving  a con- 
nexion e feudal  to  their  common  fecurity , and  of  confolidating  as  far 
as  pojfiblc , into  one  firm  and ■ l fling  fabric , the Jlrength,  the  power 
and  the  refources  of  the  Britilh  Empire , we  fhall  not  fail  to  give  the 
fullefl  confutation  to  a communication  of  fuch  momentous  importance. 

“ We  return  your  Majelly  our  fincerell  thanks  for  continuing 
the  Marquis  Cornwallis  in  the  Government  of  this  kingdom, 
whofe  eminent  military  talents  and  whofe  experienced  wifdom  and 
benevolence  are  fo  peculiarly  calculated  to  infpire  your  Majelly’s 
forkful  People  with  confidence  on  this  important  cribs.” 

* ‘This  is  the  paragraph  expunged  from  the  addrefs . 
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Sir  L.  Parsons. — Exhaufted  as  every  member  mud  be  by 
the  Iaft  Debate,  and  exhaulted  as  the  fubjeCt  has  been  by  fo  long 
a difcuffion — its  importance  alone  can  apologile  for  my  making 
any  obfervations  upon  it  at  prefent.  That  paragraph  of  the 
Addrefs  upon  which  you  are  now  going  to  decide,  would  pledge 
you  by  a metaphorical  expreffion  to  admit  the  principle  of  a 
Legiflative  Union. — I am  glad  it  comes  before  you  again,  as  it 
will  now  give  you  an  opportunity  of  reconfidering  your  late  deciiion, 
and  vindicating  yourfelves  and  your  Country  from  the  difgrace  of 
countenancing  a propofition  fo  degrading  to  Ireland,  as  that 
which  has  for  its  objeCt  the  furrender  of  your  Independance.  1 
hoped  that  in  1782,  the  Final  Adjullment  which  was  then  made, 
would,  in  the  language  of  the  Parliament  of  that  day,  put  an  end 
to  all  controveriies  between  thefe  two  kingdoms  for  ever.  Such 
controverlies  have  been  always  injurious  to  the  Government  of  this 
Country,  and  dangerous  to  our  connexion  with  England.  Before 
3782,  when  Ireland  w’as  llruggling  for  her  independency,  and  the 
Englilh  Government  contending  againft  it,  the  confequence  was, 
that  all  the  principal  perfons  in  official  fituations  at  that  time,  by 
voting  continually  with  the  Minifter  againil  our  national  claims, 
became  fo  odious  and  were  fo  blackened  in  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
that  even  after  we  had  obtained  our  independancy,  the  people  could 
place  no  confidence  in  a Government  compofed  of  thofe  very  men 
who  had  fo  long  refilled  it.  Sixteen  years  had  removed  many  of 
thefe  men,  and  nearly  obliterated  the  recollection  of  thefe  old 
conflicts,  and  jull  at  the  time  that  it  might  be  hoped  that  a Go- 
vernment well  conducted  might  pofiefs  the  public  confidence, 
this  unfortunate  meafure  of  a Union  is  now  brought  forward 
reviving  political  controverfies,  kindling  anew  political  jealoufies 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  debafing  and  blackening  all  the 
official  men  in  high  fituations  here,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  ; 
for  never,  never  can  the  people  of  Ireland  place  confidence  in  an 
Adminiltration,  compofed  of  men  who  on  this  occafion  have 
fhewn  their  promptitude  to  betray  the  dearefl  rights  and  privileges 
of  their  Country. — No ! you  are  blackened,  and  blackened  for 
ever  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ! But  however  unfavour- 
able the  fentiment  of  the  people  mull  be  towards  thofe  men, 
there  is  this  good  confequence  refulting  from  thisprojeCl,  that  the 
fentiment  of  the  people  towards  this  Houfe  mnft  be  exalted. — The 
independant  Gentlemen  of  Ireland  in  defpite  of  all  the  direCl  and 
indired  means  which  have  been  employed  to  pervert  them  on  this 
occafion,  have  proved  this  to  the  Nation,  that  their  prefent  Inde- 
pendant Parliamentary  Constitution  is  dearer  to  them  than  their 
lives,  and  that  it  is  but  with  their  lives  that  they  will  ever  furrender 
it  : Yes,  the  Parliament,  or,  I fhould  fay,  this  Houfe,  has  re- 
peated the  malignant  calumnies  of  its  univerfal  corruption,  which 
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have  been  of  late  induffrioufly  propagated  from  the  quarter  from 
which  of  all  others  they  fiiould  laff  come.  There  is  not  in  the 
world  a more  open,  warmhearted,  grateful  and  unfufpcdling  peo- 
ple than  the  people  ol  Ireland. — This  unfortunate  and  ill-advifed 
attempt  however,  muff  deftroy  in  them  all  future  confidence 
towards  the  Government  here,  as  long  as  it  is  conffituted  of  thofe 
men  who  on  this  occafion  hav^  been  fo  forward  to  facrifice  the 
rights  of  their  Country,  even  though  this  day  fiiould,  as  I trull  it 
will,  put  a compleat  and  decided  termination  to  the  fatal  project ; — 
be  allured,  it  is  neceflary  that  we  fiiould  now  put  it  down  decilively, 
othervvife  this  Country  will  continue  in  a Hate  of  ferment  and  agi- 
tation, every  day  more  and  more  prejudicial  to  the  connexion 
between  theie  kingdoms  ; a Connexion,  to  which  my  reafon  and 
my  fentiments  ftrongly  bind  me,  and  which  I would  preftrve  at 
any  expence  fave  that  of  Irilh  liberty.  I do  not  know  who 
was  the  advifer  of  this  project,  but  whoever  he  was,  he  mull  have 
been  utterly  ignorant  of  the  fentiments  of  our  people.  A llatef- 
man  fiiould  confider  two  things  before  he  propoles  any  public 
meafure  ; ill,  whether  the  meafure  be  intrinfically  good  ? Next, 
whether  it  be  adapted  to  the  difpofitions  of  the  people.  Now, 
any  man  who  knew  the  Gentlemen  and  People  of  Ireland,  mull 
have  known  that  a Legifiative  Union  would  never  have  been 
borne  by  them. 

The  Noble  Lord  has  faid  as  an  argument  for  an  Union,  that 
this  country  is  too  poor  to  maintain  its  independance.  The  an- 
fwer  to  that  is  in  the  Speech  from  theThrone,  which  reprefents  our 
commerce  and  revenue  to  be  in  a Hate  of  encreafe.  It  is  notorious 
to  every  man  that  the  wealth  and  revenues  of  Ireland  have  aug- 
mented in  the  lall  20  years  beyond  the  example  of  perhaps  any 
country  in  the  world,  yet  we  are  told  now  that  we  are  not  rich 
enough  to  maintain  our  parliamentary  Conllitution,  though  we 
have  maintained  that  Conllitution  for  above  600  years  when  v;e 
were  fo  much  more  poor.  The  Noble  Lord  fays  that  an  Union 
will  tranquiliife  this  kingdom,  the  anfwer  to  that  is  in  the  fpeech. 
of  almolt  every  county  Member  who  has  fpoken,  they  fay  that 
fo  far  from  tranquillifing,  it  will  produce,  if  perfilled  in,  the  moll 
violent  convullion.  Indeed  why  fiiould  a meafure  be  fuppofed 
likely  to  tranquiliife  the  people,  which  has  not  been  called  lor  by 
any  clafs  or  delcription  of  the  people,  and  which  every  where 
that  any  fentiment  has  been  exprefled  by  them,  it  has  been  unani- 
moully  and  lirongly  againll  it,  fave  only  the  folitary  corporation 
of  Cork.  The  Noble  Lord  has  Hated  the  obligation  we  owe 
England,  for  the  alfillance  Hie  afforded  us  this  fuminer  in  fending 
here  her  Militia  and  Fencible  regiments.  I coincide  with  the 
Noble  Lord  in  highly  appreciating  that  fervice,  and  in  honouring 
the  gallantry  of  thofe  men  to  whom  the  Nation  owes  every  polfi- 
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ble  demonftration  of  gratitude,  but  while  he  recolle&s  our  obli- 
gation to  England  in  this  inftance,  let  him  not  forget  her  obliga- 
tions to  us  for  fimilar  favours.  In  the  American  war  Ireland 
ilripped  herfelf  of  her  laft  man  to  fend  out  aids  to  the  arma- 
ments of  England,  and  armed  voluntarily  to  defend  herfelf.  In 
the  beginning  of  this  war  we  fent  almoft  the  whole  of  our  army 
to  fight  her  battles  on  the  Continent  and  in  the  Welt  Indies,  as 
that  on  the  ill  of  June  1794,  while  vi&ory  was  hovering  doubt- 
ful over  the  fleets  of  England  and  France,  if  by  any  accident  the 
former  had  been  baffled,  we  ihoukl  have  been  invaded,  at  a time 
that  we  had  not  2000  disciplined  men  in  our  ifland.  I fay  there- 
fore that  if  the  account  were  fairly  Hated  of  fuch  aids  to  each 
country,  without  detracting  from  the  value  of  the  force  we  have 
lately  received,  the  balance  would  I believe  be  in  favour  of  Ire- 
land. 

The  Noble  Lord  admits  indeed  that  Ireland  mud  lofe  fome- 
what  by  the  encreafe  of  abfentees  but  fays  that  that  lofs  Would 
be  countervailed  by  the  number  of  Englifh  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers that  would  come  to  fettle  here.  He  reprefents  them  im- 
mediately covering  the  face  of  the  whole  ifland,  and  producing  eve- 
ry where  a new  and  valuable  middle  order  of  men.  The  fame  was 
faid  in  the  American  war  when  we  obtained  a free  trade,  but  noEng- 
lifliman  came  to  fettle  here  in  confequence.  Now  what  induce- 
ment would  they  have  to  fettle  here  after  an  Union,  which  they 
had  not  5 years  ago  or  10  years  ago  ? Since  the  year  1779  we 
have  poflefled  a liberty  of  trade,  a few  articles  excepted,  co-ex- 
tenfive  with  England,  why  then  have  not  Englilhmen  come  and 
availed  themfelves  of  it  ? Why  has  not  our  fuperior  fituation  for 
trade  tempted  them  here  hitherto.  It  is  now  20  years  lince  we 
obtained  that  free  trade,  yet  not  a Angle  Englifh  merchant  of  any 
confequence  has  fince  fettled  here.  The  only  pollible  extenfion  of 
trade  England  could  give  11s,  is  what  is  called  the  channel  trade 
and  that  in  the  firfl  piace  is  of  but  little  importance,  and  in  the 
next,  it  has  been  promifed  already  by  every  reprefentative  of  the 
Englifh  Government  in  this  houfe  for  iome  years  pail.  It  wTas  pro- 
miled  by  Lord  Hobart  ; it  was  promifed  by  Mr.  DoUglafs  ; it 
was  promifed  by  Mr.  Pelham,  and  it  was  promifed  by  the  noble 
Lord  himfelf,  and  that  in  fuch  explicit  and  emphatic  terms,  that 
he  faid  in  this  Houfe,  “ that  if  no  one  elfe  did,  he  would  bring 
it  forward  whenever  a feafon  of  tranquillity  arrived,  and  that  if 
it  fliould  be  refilled  by  Government,  he  himfelf  would  oppofe  the 
Minifter  who  Ihould  refill  it.”  If  then  there  is  any  faith  in  thefe 
Miniflers,  we  fhall  obtain  it  gratuitoufly,  why  then  purchafe  it  by 
the  furrender  of  our  Conflitution  ? I believe,  no  man  in  his 
fenfes  would  give  any  thing  to  purchafe  that  which  he  could  ob- 
tain for  nothing,  but  what  lingular  folly  would  it  be  for  the  Xrilh 
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Nation,  to  purchafe  that  which  it  is  allured  of  gratuitoufly,  by 
the  furrender  of  freedom  and  independence  and  every  thing 
that  is  dear  to  a people  ? 

The  Noble  Lord  fays  that  the  prefent  Conftitution  of  this 
country  cannot  Hand,  that  two  legillatures  co-equal  and  co-ordi- 
nate in  the  fame  empire  are  incompatible,  that  they  may  decide  on 
the  fame  matter  contrary  ways,  and  one  declare  for  peace,  when 
the  other  does  for  war.  This  objection  to  our  independance,  is 
exactly  the  fame,  as  the  objection  of  a noted  writer,  Thomas 
Paine,  to  the  Englilh  Conftitution.  He  ridicules  the  Conftituti- 
on for  having  three  co-ordinate  eftates,  and  fays,  that  one  may 
decide  one  way,  and  the  other,  another.  But  what  is  the  faCt  ? 
That  the  objection  both  of  Thomas  Paine  to  the  Englifh  Confti- 
tution and  of  the  Noble  Lord  to  Irilh  independance,  are  both 
theoretical  objections,  contradicted  by  conftant  experience.  The 
fame  kind  of  objection  might  be  made  to  trial  by  jury,  that 
twelve  men  would  never  agree  in  a verdiCt,  but  we  find,  r.otwith- 
ftanding,  that  they  do  agree,  and  however  extraordinary  it  may 
appear  in  theory,  yet  that  in  praCtice  it  is  an  admirable  inftitution, 
and  has  been  found  fo  from  the  times  of  our  Saxon  anceftors  to  the 
prefent  day.  There  is  no  danger  of  this  difagreement  between 
the  independant  legiflatures  of  thefe  two  kingdoms  which  the  No- 
ble Lord  apprehends.  There  will  be  always  fo  much  good  fenfe 
in  the  gentlemen  of  this  Houfe,  it  will  be  always  fo  much  their 
intereft  to  accord  with  England  in  every  thing  reafonable,  and 
there  will  be  always  fo  much  minifterial  influence,  neceffarily  from 
the  nature  of  our  conftitutions  as  will  enfure  a conformity  of  will 
in  every  thing  effential. 

See  what  Ireland  already  yields  to  England  and  then  judge,  if 
the  government  be  reafonably  well  adminiftered,  whether  there 
can  be  any  danger  of  a difference  of  will  between  the  two  king- 
doms, or  of  any  breach  of  the  connexion — by  giving  to  England 
the  appointment  of  the  King,  we  give  her  the  appointment  of  the 
firft  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  with  a negative  upon  all  our 
laws,  fo  that  Ireland  never  can  pafs  a law  unlefs  the  great  feal  of 
England  be  affixed  to  it,  Ireland  alfo  by  giving  to  England  the 
appointment  of  the  King  gives  to  her  the  creation  of  the 
fecond  branch  of  our  Legiflature,  and  referves  for  her  own  people 
only  the  nomination  of  the  third ; namely  this  affembly.  By  it, 
(he  alfo  gives  her  the  diftribution  of  all  the  honours  of  the  ftate 
hereditary  and  occafional ; fhe  gives  her  the  appointment  of  ail 
the  Bilhops  with  the  whole  patronage  of  the  church  ; (he  gives 
her  the  appointment  of  the  Judges  and  all  the  judicial  officers  of 
the  Nation  ; {he  gives  her  the  nomination  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
revenue  with  the  unbounded  patronage  attendant  thereon ; fhe  alfo 
gives  her  the  appointment  of  the  Chief  Governor  and  of  the  Privy 
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Council ; (he  gives  her  the  command  of  her  army,  militia  and  yeo- 
men with  the  appointment  to  every  commiflion  in  thefe,  together 
with  the  power  of  declaring  peace  and  war.  In  trade  too  (lie  gives 
her  a monopoly  of  the  whole  trade  of  the  Eaft,  a hemifphere  ; and  in 
the  Weft,  fhe  binds  herfelf  to  trade  only  with  Englifh  Colonies,  the 
products  of  which  are  the  deareft  in  the  world,  infteadof  taking 
them  from  other  countries  where  they  are  cheap  ; {he  gives  her 
befides  the  foie  power  of  making  her  treaties  of  commerce  nego- 
tiated by  her  ambafladors  and  minifters  ; lhe  pays  alfo  to  England 
an  income  in  money  of  about  a million  and  a half  a year  which 
goes  to  our  Abfentees,  a necefiary  confequence  of  the  connexion, 
and  a kind  of  tribute  to  it,  greater  than  any  vanquifhed  country 
ever  paid  for  any  time  to  its  conquerors,  and  all  this  we  are  wil- 
ling to  give  up  to  England,  provided  that  we  are  allowed  to  re- 
tain our  Conftitution,  yet  are  her  Minifters  not  fatisfied,  but 
want  to  defpoil  us  of  it  alfo.  That  Conftitution  was  eftablifhed 
by  the  original  compa&  between  the  firft  Englifh  King  that  ruled 
here,  and  the  Irifh  people,  it  was  afterwards  ratified  by  repeated 
charters  and  ftatutes,  the  Nation  has  been  in  poffeflion  of  it  for 
now  above  600  years,  and  the  Gentlemen  around  me  have  all  de- 
clared that  they  will  never  part  with  it,  but  with  their  lives. 

His  Majefty’s  Attorney  General  indeed  has  faid  that  the  Par- 
liament during  the  firft  three  reigns  after  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Englifh  here,  fat  in  England  and  that  there  was  then  a kind  of 
Union — if  it  were  fo,  that  would  be  of  little  import  to  us  at  the 
prefent  day,  the  confideration  being  not  what  the  Conftitution 
was  then,  but  what  it  is  now.  I hold  however  in  my  hand  a 
decifive  document  again!!  this  afiertion  of  the  Attorney  General. 
It  is  the  anfwer  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  to  Edward  3d,  when  fum- 
moned  by  him  to  England.  I will  read  it  to  you  to  {hew 
what  the  Conftitution  was,  and  alfo  what  the  fpirit  was,  which 
animated  the  Irifh  Parliament  at  that  day.  Mark  their  language 
i'peaking  to  that  wife  and  heroic  prince  Edward  3d. 

44  The  Nobles  and  Commons  unanimoufly  and  with  one  voice 
44  declare,  that  according  to  the  rights,  privileges,  liberties,  laws 
44  and  cuftoms  of  the  land  of  Ireland  enjoyed  from  the  time  of 
44  the  conqueft  of  faid  land,  they  are  not  bound  to  fend  any  per- 
44  fons  from  the  land  of  Ireland  to  the  Parliament  or  Council  of 
44  our  Lord  the  King  in  England  as  the  writ  requires.  Notwith- 
44  ftanding  on  account  of  their  reverence,  and  the  neceflity  and 
44  prefent  diftrefs  of  the  faid  land,  they  have  elected  reprefenta- 
44  tives  to  repair  tcrithe  King,  and  to  treat  and  confult  with  him 
44  and  his  Council ; referving  to  themfelves  the  power  of  yielding 
44  or  agreeingto  any  fubfidies.  At  the  fame  time  protefting  that 
*4  their  compliance  is  not  hereafter  to  be  taken  in  prejudice  to 
61  the  right's,  privileges,  laws  and  cuftoms  which  the  Lords  a.n$ 
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“ Commons  from  the  time  of  the  conqueft  of  the  land  of  Irfc- 

land,  have  enjoyed.” 

Thus  at  a time  of  great  exigency,  they  confent  for  once  to 
go  ; but  knowing,  that  mingled  with  the  Parliament  of  England, 
they  mud  be  outnumbered  ; and  fo  that  great  fublidies  might  be 
impofed  on  their  own  country  againtl  their  confent,  they  pre- 
vioufly  declare,  that  they  referve  to  themfelves  alone  the  power 
of  railing  any  contributions  on  the  people  ; and  they  conclude, 
that  their  compliance  on  this  occafion  fhould  never  be  brought  as 
a precedent  for  any  future  day.  Nor  was  it  ; for  never  do  we 
meet  with  an  inflance  of  this  again. 

His  Majeity’s  Attorney  General  has  alfo  quoted  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Molyneux,  as  favourable  to  an  Union  : the  name  of  Mo- 
lyneux  mull  be  dear  to  every  friend  of  Ireland  ; and  therefore  his 
fentiment  fhould  be'fairiy  dated.  Pie  was  contending  againft 
the  ufurped  fupremacy  of  the  Biitifh  Legiflature,  and  writing 
at  a time  that  our  Conflitution  was  fo  deformed  by  the  per- 
verfions  of  the  Law  of  Poyning,  and  fo  fubdued  by  the  over- 
ruling power  of  the  Englifh  Parliament,  that,  in  comparifon  of 
that  itate,  he  might  fay,  that  even  an  Union  was  a defirable 
meafure : but  if  the  fpirit  of  Molyneux  could  now  call  to  you 
from  his  tomb,  beholding  you  in  veiled  with  all  the  plenitude  of 
fuprertie  imperial  authority,  would  it  not  invoke  you  to  part  with 
your  lives,  rather  than  with  your  independance  ? His  Majefty’s 
Attorney  General  has  alfo  quoted  the  authority  of  Lord  Somers, 
as  a favourer  of  the  Scotch  Union  ; and  why  fhould  he  not  be  a 
favourer  of  it  ? for  he  was  an  Englifhman,  and  therefore  a friend 
to  the  power  of  England.  There  is  this  difference,  therefore,  be- 
tween the  conduct  of  my  Lord  Somers  and  his  Mate  fly’s  Attor- 
ney General  ; that  the  one  was  arguing  for  a Union  to  exalt  his 
country,  that  the  other  is  arguing  for  a Union  to  debafe  his. 
But  were  my  Lord  Somers  now  alive*  and  an  lrifhman  and  Attor- 
ney General  of  Ireland,  he  would  fooner  not  only  part  with  his 
ofKce,  but  with  his  life  too,  than  fuppor-t  the  projected  Union. 

Were  the  Union  ever  fo  good  a meafure,  why  bring  it  for- 
ward at  this  time  ? Is  it  not  evidently  to  take  advantage  of  Eng- 
land’s flrength  here,  and  our  own  internal  weaknefs  ? it  is  always 
in  times  of  divifion  and  difafler,  that  a nation  avails  itfelf  of  the 
infirmities  of  its  neighbour,  to  obtain  an  unjufl  dominion.  The 
hi  (lory  of  mankind  is  full  of  fitch  inftances.  Every  page  pre- 
fents  you  with  the  injuftice  and  rapine  committed  by  one  country 
againft  the  credulity  and  weaknefs  of  anoth^ii  You  have  no  rea- 
fon,  therefore,  to  be  much  furprized  at  the  attempt  of  the  pre- 
fent  day.  It  is  a great  project  to  defiroy  at  once  the  Confli- 
tution of  this  country,  which  has  lafled  abo^ve  600  years,  and 
at  afatalfeafon  to  fubjedt  it  to  the  domination  of  England  for 


DEBATES. 


ioi 


ever.  What  indeed  have  mankind  been  warring  for  knee  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  but  one  country  driving  to  obtain  do- 
minion over  another  ? and  this  is  the  limple  date  of  the  attempt 
of  the  p ref  nt  lay:  namely,  that  Great  Britain  fliould  rule  you 
inftead  of  you  ruling  yourfelves.  That  Great  Britain  fliould 
delire  to  do  to,  I do  not  much  wonder  at ; for  what  nation  is 
the i : that  would  not  defire  to  rule  another  ? Nor  am  I furprifed 
that  there  lfiould  be  feme  among  you  bale  enough  to  confpire 
with  her  in  doing  fo  ; for  no  country  can  expedt  to  be  fo  for- 
tunate as  not  to  have  betrayers  and  patricides  among  its  citizens. 
But  if  this  Afiembiy,  the  chofen  protedtors  of  the  peoples  rights, 
fliould  agree  thus  to  betray  them  ; that  indeed  would  be  matter 
of  fuch  furprize  and  indignation  too,  as  I have  not  a mind  to 
conceive,  or  language  to  exprefs. 

Our  prefent  Conititution  of  Parliament  is  as  old  as  our  con- 
nexion with  England  ; and  if  you  are  not  falfe  to  yourfelves  and 
to  your  country,  it  will  be  as  lading  as  that  connexion.  Ac- 
cording to  my  Eord  Coke,  Parliaments  were  eftabiiflied  here  by 
Henry  II.  According  to  Mr.  Pettyt,  there  is  a record  of  the 
Commons  being  fummoned  to  Parliament  here,  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod, than  there  is  any  record  of  the  Commons  of  England  be- 
ing fummoned  to  Parliament  there.  So  much  fo,  that  it  is  from 
the  Irifli  record  that  he  argues  the  antiquity  of  the  Englifli  Houfe 
of  Commons;  fuppoflng,  and  reafonably,  that  it  mud  have  been 
as  ancient  as  ours. 

We  may  therefore,  without  engaging  in  the  difputes  of  Anti- 
quarians, date  the  being  of  our  prefent  conititution  of  Parlia- 
ment incontedably  from  as  early  an  Epoch  as  England  can  incon- 
tellably  date  the  being  of  hers.  Ireland  has  a Magna  Charta  too, 
more  than  once  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  as  full  and  as  ex- 
plicit a declaration  of  liberties  as  the  great  Chaiter  of  England: 
That  of  Henry  the  Third,  runs  word  for  word,  the  fame  as  the 
Englifli  Charter,  changing  only  the  names.  Thus  not  only  were 
Parliaments  fo  early  eftabiiflied  in  Ireland,  but  the  broad  balls  of 
chartered  liberties,  upon  which  they  Hood  in  England,  was  efta- 
biiflied here  alfo  : our  predeceflbrs  knowing  that  both  were  neeef- 
fary  to  their  liberty  and  happinefs,  the  charters,  as  defining  their 
individual  rights,  and  their  own  Parliaments,  to  watch  over  and 
protect  them.  And  therefore  when  Edward  the  Third  fummon- 
ed the  Irilh  Parliament  to  England,  they'  protelied  againft  the 
precedent  as  I have  Hated.  For  our  predeceflbrs  had  not  that 
filly  confidence  in  the  Englilh  Parliament  which  we  find  in  fome 
weak  men  of  the  prefent  day — they  knew  that  if  they  fat  in  the 
Englifli  Parliament,  they  muft  be  out-numbered — that  if  they 
were  out-numbered,  they  fliould  be  out-voted  in  the  only  inltancc 
in  which  the  intefefts  of  the  two  countries  were  likely  then  to 
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come  in  competition  ; — namely  the  fupplies  that  Ireland  was  to 
contribute — and  therefore  they  previously  declared  that  no  Eng- 
lirti  member  fhould  vote  on  thofe  fupplies,  and  this  they  did  too 
unanimoufly  j Sir,  there  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  Parliament 
of  that  day,  one  man  fo  infane  or  fo  bale  as  to  trull  the  inter- 
ells  of  Ireland  to  the  overruling  numbers  of  the  Englilh  Parlia- 
ment. Will  not  their  fpirit  animate  you  now,  and  their  wifdom 
di&ate  to  you  your  duty  ? 

The  anfwer  of  this  dignified  Parliament  to  the  fummons  of 
Edward  the  Third,  fecured  the  independance  of  Ireland  for  many 
iucceeding  ages.  In  later  times  however  the  extraordinary  doc- 
trine was  broached,  that  the  Englilh  Parliament  had  a right  to 
make  laws  for  Ireland.  The  fir  ft  controverfy  on  this  fubjedl 
took  place  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firfl,  "when  this  country 
had  been  torn  and  walled  by  Rebellion.  It  was  again  revived 
and  exerciled  in  frequent  inllances,  when  this  country  was  again 
debilitated  by  Civil  War  after  the  Revolution — and  now  is  the 
fupremacy  of  the  Englilh  Parliament  attempted  to  be  revived 
once  more,  and  in  a more'  formidable  fhape  than  ever,  by  the  ex- 
tinction of  our  own,  when  this  country  has  been  once  more  en- 
feebled by  its  own  internal  diffenfions  and  conflicts.  So  natural 
>s  it  for  a nation  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  another,  at  the 
time  that  it  is  weakened  and  diilrefied,  and  fo  clearly"  is  the  de- 
iign  of  England  manifelled  by  our  hillory,  her  ufurpation  con- 
tinually treading  upon  the  heels  of  our  infirmity.  In  the  Ameri- 
can war,  however,  Ireland  burll  the  chain  of  thefe  ufurpations — 
how  : — by  her  Parliament.  It  was  our  own  Parliament  then, 
aided  and  urged  by  a high-fpirited  people,  whofe  hearts 
throbbed  with  liberty,  and  whofe  hands  were  llrong  with  volun- 
tary arms  ; it  was  here,  I fay,  within  thefe  walls,  that  this  af- 
fernbly,  the  organ  of  the  popular  will,  put  forth  its  voice  and 
demanded  the  freedom  of  our  conllitutioii,  and  the  uncontrouled, 
legiflative  and  fupreme  authority  of  the  land.  It  was  here  before 
the  breath  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  that  the  ufurping  do- 
mination of  England  bowed  its  head  and  dropped  the  feeptre  of 
its  power,  and  therefore  it  is  that  our  Parliament  is  now  to  be  ut- 
terly dellroyed,  root  and  branch,  not  a fibre  of  it  left  in  the  land, 
left  it  fhould  grow  again,  and  flioot,  fpread  and  ftourilh,  and  left 
Ireland  at  fome  hallowed  moment  fhould  once  more  through  the 
medium  of  this  afiembly  recover  its  freedom.  Annihilate  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  that  is  the  cry  that  comes  acrofs  the  water 
— Now  is  the  time — Ireland  is  weak — Irelaud  is  divided — Ire- 
land is  appalled  by  civil  war — Ireland  is  covered  with  troops — 
rrrartial  law  brandifhes  its  fword  throughout  the  land — now  is  the 
time  to  put  down  Ireland  for  ever — now  flrike  the  blow — who  ? 
— is  it  you  ? — will  you  obey  that  voice  ? — will  you  betray  your 
country  ? 
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Lord  Castlerkagh  faid  it  was  by  no  means  his  defire  to 
re-argue  the  queftion  fo  exteniively  debated  on  Tuefday  ; the  ob- 
ject of  the  Honourable  Baronet  was  to  expunge  this  paragraph 
from  the  Addrefs,  and  to  that  only  he  would  fpeak. — What 
did  the  paragraph  imply  to  any  man  who  took  the  pains  of  read- 
ing it?  Nothing  more  than  the  readinefs  of  the  Houfe  to, en- 
ter into  the  coniideration  of  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  be  moft 
likely  to  confolidate  the  ftrength  of  the  Empire.  Could  any 
man  deny  that  this  was  a defirable  objedt  ? or  could  any  man 
expedt  that  fuch  a metaphorical  exprellion  would  be  laid  hold  of 
to  imply  that  by  it  that  Houfe  was  fpecifically  pledged -to  the 
mtafure  of  an  Union  ? — It  was  urged,  that  the  perfon  repre- 
fenting  Government  in  that  Houfe  had  not  declared  pofitively 
to  the  Houfe,  that  he  would  not  again  bring  forward  the  quef- 
tion this  Seffion  : Could  this  be  a motive  for  refufing  affent  to 
the  paragraph  ? What  was  the  declaration  made  by  that  perfon  ? 
that  he  would  look  to  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  and  of  the  Na- 
tion, and  give  it  its  fair  weight,  in  the  prudential  confideration 
of  re-agitating  the  queftion.  But  convinced,  as  he  was,  that 
the  meafure  was  one  of  great  and  important  advantage,  he  would 
never  lofe  fight  of  it  ; and  if  he  felt  that  conviction,  he  would 
defert — bafely  defert  his  duty,  were  he  influenced  by  clamour  to 
abandon  it.  He  had  not  pledged  himfelf  to  renounce  it  for  the 
Seffion,  but  he  was  pledged  by  a ftronger  tie — his  attention  to 
the  opinion  of  Parliament  and  the  Country  : had  it  been  necef- 
fary  to  bind  him  by  fuch  a promife — had  he  been  fuch  a perfon 
as  nothing  but  an  extorted  confer.t  could  bind,  how  eafy  would 
it  be  for  the  Minifter  to  elude  fuch  a promife  ; how  eafy,  if  the 
fenie  of  the  country  fhould  change,  would  he  be  able,  by  a pro- 
rogation, to  put  an  end  to  this  Selfion,  and  propofe  the  meafure 
in  a new  one  ? Was  the  Parliament  fo  diftruftful  of  itfelf  as  to 
find  fuch  a promife  neceflary  ? was  it  fo  afraid  of  the  change  ot 
fentiment  in  the  country,  as  to  wifh  to  tie  up  its  own  hands 
againft  the  meafure  ? if  it  were  fo,  might  not  fuch  a Parliament 
be  fent  back  to  its  Conftituents,  if  it  were  frantic  enough  to  bind 
itfelf  by  a resolution  which  might  render  it  necefiariiy  regardlefs 
of  the  voice  and  intereft  of  the  country  ? Parliament  had  at  all 
times  the  power  of  difmifiing  from  immediate  difcuffion  any  mea- 
fure proposed,  but  it  could  not  exclude  future  difcuffion  ; it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Minifter  to  offer  whatever  he  thought  for  the  na- 
tional advantage  ; by  the  Conftitution,  he  could  not  be  precluded 
irom  propoiing  fuch  meafures,  it  was  his  imperative  duty,  which 
he  mnft  difcharge  ; had  fuch  been  the  opinion,  or  fuch  the  rule 
of  Parliament,  we  fhould  not  have  the  Britifh  Conftitution. 
Were  party  cabal  or  party  trick  to  influence  his  exercife  of  duty, 
we  fhould  not  enjoy  that  Conftitution — for  by  the  Britifh  Con- 
stitution the  origination  of  great  national  meafures  is  p’eafed  in 
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the  Crown  ; had  it  been  heretofore  in  the  power  of  party  cabal 
to  refill  even  the  inveftigation  of  fuch  meafures,  would  that  Con- 
stitution have  been  what  it  is?  were  a Britilh  Minifter  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  Round  Robins  and  Cabals , by  combinations,  to  with- 
hold from  men,  on  account  of  their  political  conduct,  the  bread 
due  to  their  profeftional  labours,  the  Britifh  empire  would  not 
be  in  the  glorious  fit  nation  in  which  it  now  tiood. — If  this  coun- 
try, fa;d  his  Lordfhip,  is  to  be  governed  by  combination,  it  is 
brought  to  absolute  ruin.  Governmen  has  been  charged  with 
difmiiflng  its  fervants  for  their  political  opinions  : it  is  the  right 
and  privilege  of  Government  to  do  fo  ; the  Britilh  Constitution 
does  not  coniider  places  under  the  Crown  as  mere  annuities  for 
the  emolument  of  the  pofleffors  : it  in  veils  the  Minifter  with  the 
right  of  choofing  and  difmiffing  the  fervants  of  the  Crown,  to 
give  weight  and  dignity  to  the  Crown  ; and  if  the  Minifter  mull 
retain  thofe  perfons  who  are  hollile  to  his  meafures,  becaufe  fuch 
is  the  will  of  a fadtion,  the  conftitutional  power  of  the  Crown, 
and  with  it  the  Conllitution  itfclf,  are  at  an  end. — The  fame 
Conftitution  gives  to  Parliament  a controul  of  the  condudl  of 
that  Minifter ; to  Parliament  he  is  anfwerable  for  his  condudl, 
not  to  faction  ; and  Parliament  is  no  longer  Parliament  if  it  has 
not  energy  fufficient  to  controul  the  Minifter.  What  kind  of  an 
oppofitiou  has  been  arranged  againft  the  meafure  difcuft'ed  yc-fter- 
day  ? Do  not  gentlemen  perceive  the  effort  of  interefted  party 
to  form  a cabal  for  private  purpofes  ? — Look  to  the  oppofition  in 
Scotland  againft  the  fame  mea’lure— compofed  exadlly  of  the  fame 
materials  : fee  who  are  the  moll  adlive  here — fome  of  the  very 
men  who  by  attempting  to  degrade  and  vilify  Parliament  have 
given  a pretext  to  traitors  and  rebels.  What  were  the  lall  words 
of  the  perfon  now  moll  forward,  fipon  his  feeeding  from  the 
Houfe  ? “ That  the  Parliament  was  fo  loft  to  every  conftitutional 
principle,  that  he  was  afhamed  to  continue  to  fit  in  it,  and  there- 
fore abandoned  his  duty  This  was  his  laft  expreffion.  What 
was  the  laft  effort  of  his  public  life  ? To  aflimilate  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  to  the  Government  of  France,  to  carve  out  the 
country  into  French  departments,  and  by  a fyftem  of  reprefenta- 
tion  which  had  deftroyed  France,  to  introduce  anarchy  and  maf- 
facre  into  this  country.  After  failing  in  this  project  from  the 
fpirit  and  good  fenfe  of  Parliament,  did  he  not  flu  ink  from  the 
conteft  excited  by  his  own  principles  and  his  own  example  ? Have 
.the  loyal  gentlemen,  who  now  ftrangely  voted  with  him  and  his 
party,  fo  forgotten  all  thefe  circumftances  ; have  they  fo  loft  the 
recolle&ion  of  thofe  calamities,  that  they  can  look  to  him  and 
his  friends  with  confidence  for  the  future  Government  of  this 
country  ? It  is  impoffible  ; — the  pnrenfy  of  a moment  may 
have  feduced  them  into  fuch  ftrange  company ; their  returning 
good  fenfe  will  permit  them  to  look  upon  it  as  it  deferves. — 
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Another  defcription  of  the  opponents  of  this  meafure  is  of  a 
very  oppofite  kind  indeed  to  that  perfon  and  his  friends  : — They 
are  the  men,  who,  in  the  time  of  danger,  flood  forward  like  men 
to  refcne  their  country  from  the  confequences  produced  by  thofe 
who  are  now  their  allies.  But  thofe  men  never  can  fo  far  forget 
the  common  objedt — the  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  (for 
which  both  of  us  are  labouring,  though  with  different  opinions 
as  to  means)  fo  far  to  difgrace  themfelves  by  adling  with  thofe 
who  wifhed  to  debafe  Parliament  and  deflroy  their  Conflitution — 
let  thofe  loyal  gentlemen  afiure  themfelves  that  they  can  never 
raife  thofe  perfons  to  their  own  proud  rank,  though  they  may  un- 
happily  degrade  themfelves  to  their  level.  Let  them  not  be  fo 
hurried  away  by  their  feelings,  as  to  entertain  for  a moment  an 
idea  that  becaufe  they  happen  to  agree  in  this  one  point,  a com- 
mon co-operation  with  their  enemies  is  neceffary.  Let  them  not 
be  impoied  upon  by  the  artifice  of  thefe  infinuations,  that  the 
meafure  is  to  be  carried  by  a military  force  : it  is  a fraud  pradlifed 
upon  their  honefly  : it  would  be  a wretched  Government  indeed, 

which  would  deflroy  the  attached  adherents  of  Monarchy  by  em- 
ploying force  or  corruption  to  carry  any  meafure,  however  ad- 
vantageous in  profpedl.  Refolved  as  I am,  never  to  be  deterred, 
by  cabal,  from  offering  any  meafure  to  the  difcuflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, I never  could  embark  in  fo  abfurd  a fcheme  as  to  con- 
ceive it  poffible  to  intimidate  or  corrupt  the  country  into  any 
meafure  whatever. — There  have  been  in  the  courfe  of  debate  in- 
sinuations of  a general  nature,  that  Min  filers  had  employed  il- 
licit means  to  fecure  lupport : I pafs  them  by  as  they  deferve, 
with  contempt ; but  I have  alfo  heard  particular  circumllances 
mentioned  as  fadls,  of  fo  bafe  and  falfe  a tenor,  that  I will  trace 
them  to  the  individual,  be  him  who  he  may,  from  whom  they 
originate,  and  force  him  to  make  a public  difavowal.  I fhali 
not  delay  the  Ido  life  much  longer,  but  before  I lit  down,  fuffer 
me  to  deprecate  that  fpecies  of  equivocal  language  which  is  nei- 
ther altogether  perfonal,  or  altogether  parliamentary  : if  gentle- 
men conceive  that  any  man  on  this  fide  of  the  Ploufe  has  done 
them  perfonal  injury,  let  them  come  forward  and  feek  redrefs  like 
men.  If  they  wifh  to  enter  into  perfonal  contefl,  let  them  avow 
their  wifh  and  come  forward  like  men  ; but  let  them  not  refort 
to  that  kind  of  language,  which  is  juft  fo  far  fhort  of  perfonal 
offence  as  to  fhelter  them  from  perfonal  chaflifement  ; let  them 
not  difgrace  Parliament  by  introducing  that  which  has  proved  fo 
fatal  to  the  country — angry  invedlive  and  illiberal  perfonality. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  faid,  he  once  heard  of  a certain  perfon 
who  had  been  fo  bold  as  to  tell  the  people  of  this  country  in 
that  Ploufe,  that  it  was  idle  and  filly  in  them  to  talk  about  fub- 
jedls  which  they  did  not  underhand  ; though  that  fubjedt  was  the 
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furrender  of  their  Conditution  and  Liberty ; — but  he  could  not 
believe  that  even  the  bold  infolence  of  that  man  would  venture’ 
to  tell  the  majority  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  that  they 
were  dupes  of  faction  ; that  they  adted  under  the  influence  and 
management  of  factious  men,  when  they  refufed  to  annihilate 
the  Irifh  Parliament,  and  give  up  the  independance  of  the  coun- 
try. How  did  the  country  gentlemen  of  Ireland  feel  on  this  ? 
Are  they  tame  enough  to  bear  the  imputation  of  being  fools — 
indruments  that  are  ufed  by  a few  factious  men  for  the  word  pur- 
pofes  ? Would  they  fubmit  to  fuch  a declaration  from  a young 
man,  who  had  nothing  to  fhield  him  from  their  contempt,  but 
the  office  which  he  abufed  ? Of  what  men  was  the  body  which 
oppofed  the  Minider  on  this  fubjedl  condituted  ? Certainly 
men  of  different  political  principles  were  to  be. found  among  them. 

- — But  was  the  Conditution  of  Ireland  to  be  furrendered,  beCaufe 
there  was  a difference  of  opinion  on  fome  quedions  between  thofe 
who  were  unanimous  on  this  ? You,  Mr.  Speaker,  Paid  he,  are 
of  that  number — and,  no  doubt,  it  is  the  weaknefs  of  your  mind 
which  thus  renders  you  the  tool  of  party — or  it  is  factious  dif- 
pofition  which  has  placed  you  at  the  head  of  that  party.  Where 
are  the  cabals  and  round-robin  of  which  the  Noble  Lord  fpeaks  ? 
Is  it  in  tbcit  profeffion  which  is  truly  called  the  fird  profeffion  in 
the  country ; and  in  which  are  to  be  found  men,  to  whom  com- 
pared, the  Noble  Lord,  in  every  point  of  view,  is  but  a Puny 
Child  ? That  profeffion  have  this  day  declared  unanimoufly  that 
they  will  not  accept  of  the  office  from  which  a Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  near  him  was  difmiffed,  becaufe  he  would  not  fubmit 
his  underdanding  and  his  confcienee  to  the  will  of  the  Noble 
Lord.  Was  that  the  refult  of  intereded  fadlion  ? Had  they 
been  hunting  for  places,  from  which  the  Intemperate  Folly  of  the 
Noble  Lord  had  difplaced  the  old  and  faithful  fervants  of  the 
Crown,  his  charge  would  have  been  founded  ; but  adting  as  they 
had  done,  what  honed  man  but  mud  feel  indignation  at  the  af- 
perfions  which  were  wantonly  thrown  on  them  ? Did  the  Noble 
Lord  know  any  thing  of  the  Conditution  ? — If  he  did,  mud  he 
not  know  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  a right  to  advife  the 
Minider  ; and  that  the  People  have  a Right  to  exprefs  their  fenfe 
of  his  mcafures  ? Did  the  Noble  Lord  already  think  himfeif  an 
abfolute  Monarch  in  Ireland  ; or  that  the  King’s  fervants  held 
their  places  fubjedl  to  him  only,  and  lo  long  as  they  agree  with 
his  meafures  ? It  was  the  duty  of  that  Houfe  to  exprefs  their 
fenfe  of  public  meafures;  and  Parliament  had  often  difmiffed  the 
Minider  for  propofirig  bad  meafures.  But  did  the  Noble  Lord 
acquiefce  in  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  in  this  indance  ? No — - 
he  faid,  indeed,  he  would  net  no<ic  pufn  the  meafure ; but  he  de- 
clared at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  never  lofe  fight  of  it. 
No  thanks  to  the  Noble  Lord  for  now  pudiing  it,  for  he  could 
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hoi  carry  it — thanks  to  the  cabal  ; thanks  to  the  virtue  and  fpirit 
which  had  appeared  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament.  But  let  the 
fpirit  of  the  Houfe  or  of  the  country  Humber,  and  then  we  know 
from  experience  what  ufe  the  Noble  Lord  will  make  of  the  favour 
of  the  Crown  to  force  the  meafure  on  the  country.  ' Even  then, 
he  believed,  the  attempt  would  be  unfuccefsful  ; but  he  would 
not  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  Noble  Lord  to  pra£tife  again  in 
fupport  of  the  meafure  thofe  unconditional  arts  which  he  knew 
he  had  pra&ifed.  No  ; let  the  Noble  Lord  avow  that  he  never 
will  again  propofe  to  the  country  this  abominable  meafure  while 
he  continues  in  office  ; let  his  friends  advife  him  to  this  Hep,  the 
only  one  which  can  put  the  country  at  rdf.  He  would  now  ad- 
drefs  himfelfto  thofe  gentlemen  who  fupported  the  meafure  ; they 
were  intereded  perhaps  in  fupporting  the  Minider;  but  mod  of  them 
mud  be  more  intereded  in  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  coun- 
try. He  fubmltted  it  then,  whether  their  true  intered  did  not 
call  on  them  in  this  indance  to  oppofe  the  Minider,  and  put  to 
red  a quedion  which  cannot  but  agitate  violently  the  public 
mind.  It  was  not  difgraceful  to  recant  an  error  ; they  might 
have  mif-reckoned  on  the  fentiment  of  the  Houfe  5 they  might 
not  have  known  the  ferife  of  the  country  ; and  they  would  not, 
as  men  of  fenfe,  endanger  the  peace  of  the  country,  by  keeping 
afloat  a quedion  which  it  was  already  evident  could  not  be  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Ponfonby  then  alluded  to  the  charges  of  inconfiftency 
which  had  been  made  againd  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  feceded 
from  Parliament  in  difgud,  and  now  returned  to  it.  He  was  one 
of  them.  He  now  found  he  mifcalculated  the  virtue  of  Parlia- 
ment and  the  people.  He  regretted  his  midake  ; he  now  faw 
the  gentlemen  of  that  Houfe  begin  at  lad  to  fee  that  their  edates 
were  better  than  their  places : inch  good  fenfe  and  honedy  in 
Parliament  would  lead  to  re-edablifh  the  peace  of  the  country* 
In  the  peace  of  the  country  alone  was  he  intereded  ; and  to  pro- 
mote that,  he  would,  day  after  day,  prefs  the  Minider,  until  he 
forced  him  to  make  a full  and  formal  renunciation  of  this  dan- 
gerous and  wicked  meafure. 

Hon.  D.  Browne  profefled  that  he  never  gave  a vote  in  that 
Houfe  which  was  more  the  refult  of  honed  conviction,  or  with 
which  he  was  better  fatisfied  than  the  one  which  he  gave  lad 
night  on  the  difcuffion  of  this  quedion  : his  fentiments  were  not 
altered,  and  his  vote  would  dill  be  the  fame.  He  could  not  but 
fufpedf  the  motives  of  gentlemen  who  were  for  preventing  a fair 
difcuffion  of  the  meafure  on  its  own  merits  ; for  the  only  way  to 
afcertain  the  goodnefs  or  defeats  of  a meafure,  was  to  give  it  a 
candid  and  difpaffionate  confideration.  The  judgment  of  any 
man  would  not  be  injured  by  exercife  ; and  every  Member  of  that 
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Houfe  would  be  as  free  to  rejeft  the  meafure,  implied  in  the  pa- 
ragraph now  debated,  after  he  had  afforded  a due  conilderation 
to  it,  as  before.  After  fome  further  obfervations  on  the  filbjedt, 
not  very  remarkable  for  their  novelty  or  application,  he  conclud- 
ed by  fupporting  the  Addrefs  as  it  flood. 

Counf.  J.  Beresford  applauded  the  manly  and  honourable 
manner  in  which  the  Noble  Lord  (Cafllereagh)  had  this  night 
declared  himfelf ; that  the  Noble  Lord  had  fairly  declared,  that 
he  did  not  confider  the  Houfe,  by  voting  for  the  Addrefs  as  it 
llocd,  as  binding  the  Houfe  to  fupport  the  meafure  of  an  Union. 
The  Addrefs  barely  pledged  the  Houfe  to  a confideration 
Gt  the  fubjedt.  It  came  down  to  the  Houfe,  recommended  for 
confideration  by  our  mofl  gracious  Sovereign,  and  on  that  account, 
at  leafl,  merited  confideration.  The'  unhappy  feuds  which  had 
fo  long  agitated  this  country,  and  converted  it  to  a charnel-houfe, 
called  for  fome  effectual  and  extraordinary  remedy  : would  the 
Houfe  then  rejeCt  without  confideration  ; would  they  preclude 
themfelves  from  hearing  the  Propofitions  fuggefted  by  the  Father 
of  his  People,  as  a panacea  for  the  diforders  of  this  diffracted 
land  ? He  deprecated  that  kind  of  imputation  coming  from  gen- 
tlemen who  eppofed  Minillerscn  the  lad  night’s  debate,  charging 
on  gentlemen  who  fupported  Miniders  on  the  principle  of  Union, 
the  influence  of  private  interefl  or  corrupt  motives.  He  fpurn- 
ed  fuch  language  with  indignation  ; there  was  at  leafl  as  much 
honour,  as  much  patriotifm  and  independant  principle  amongft 
thofe  who  fupported,  as  amongft  thofe  who  oppofed  the  principle 
of  an  Union  ; and  in  voting  for  that  principle,  as  he  fhauld  this 
night,  he  fhould  feel  himfelf  entailing  upon  his  country  no  dif- 
grace,  by  more  clofely  and  infeparably  connecting  her  with  Great 
Britain,  the  miftrefs  of  commerce,  the  protedrefs  of  Europe,  and 
the  admiration  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Martin. — Mr.  Speaker,  I rife  to  thank  the  Noble  Lord 
for  his  declaration  on  doling  the  lad  debate  on  this  fubjedt,  that 
he  would  not  prefs  the  meafure  until  the  country  had  fufficient 
time  to  be  well  informed  on  a fubjedt  of  fuch  national  importance  ; 
but  I applaud  the  Noble  Lord  infinitely  more  for  his  declaration 
now,  that  he  would  take  the  fird  opportunity  that  occurred,  af- 
ter allowing  a due  time  for  a fair  and  liberal  difeufdou  every 
where.  We  have  been  told  with  great  triumph  by  my  friend 
the  honourable  Baronet,  that  fince  the  year  17 82,  this  country 
has  afforded  a perpetual  feene  of  difeontent  ; — S?r,  I prated  this 
is  not,  in  my  humble  opinion,  an  argument  againfl  a Legiflative 
Union:  I think  the  reverfe.  Since  1782,  we  are  told  that  the 
nation  has  in  created  in  agriculture,  man  ufabtures  and  trade  ; it  is 
true,  and  yet  this  is  no  re*fon  againfl  a Legiflative  Union.  Since 
that  period,  wealth  has  been  more  generally  diftufed  through  Ire- 
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land,  than  any  other  Country  ; the  poor  have  grown  rich,  and 
there  has  arifen  amongft  us  an  agricultural  yeomanry.  If  a coun- 
try, Sir,  that  was  poor,  is  increafing  beyond  example  in  its  agri- 
culture and  its  commerce,  and  yet  becomes  hourly  difcontented, 
and  at  laft  breaks  out  into  open  rebellion  againft  all  its  conftitut- 
ed  authorities  ; what  is  to  be  done  ? Will  my  honourable  friend 
propofe  to  defolate  the  land^  and  deprive  them  of  all  thole  bene- 
fits ? We  are  told  again,  that  Great  Britain  was  in  earned:,  and 
fincere  in  the  Adjuftment  that  took  place  in  1782 — Ihe  was  ; and 
and  if  (lie  has  changed  her  mind,  it  is,  from  the  imperative  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  ; for  thofe  difcontents  we  mull  look  for  fome  caufe, 
that  caufe  is  faCtion.  The  mifchievous  trade  and  fpeculation  of 
Parliament  ; it  is  a faction  that  has  arifen  within  thefe  walls  ; 
who  labour  inceffantlv,  who  fee  the  woes  of  the  nation  fo  long 
only  as  the  Minifter  has  been  unmindful  of  their  own,  and  for  the 
redrefs  of  them  are  fo  clamorous,  that  they  “ make  the  night 
joint  labourer  with  the  day.”  We  are  told  by  the  honourable 
Baronet,  that  although  Parliament  had  funk  for  fome  time  a little 
in  his  eftimation  ; and  although  he  once  thought  that  iome  little 
correction  by  reform  was  neceffary,  yet  that  fuch  was  his  prefcnl  con- 
fidence in  their  integrity  and  dfinterejled  virtue , that  he  was  very 
Jure  that  they  would  anfwer  every  beneficial  purpofe  to  the  na- 
tion, without  any  Inch  harjh  correction.  The  honourable  Gen- 
tleman next  to  the  honourable  Baronet  fpoke  of  his  confidence  in 
the  Parliament,  which  Parliament  he  abandoned  for  their  incor- 
rigible vjichcdnefs  and  corruption.  This  change  of  fentiment,  Mr. 
Speaker,  lias  not  been  publicly  avowed  much  above  eight  and 
forty  hours  ; aud  you  may  bell  judge,  Sir,  whether  there  were 
any  kind  offices  manifefted  at  an  earlier  period  to  bring  about 
fo  extraordinary  a revolution  in  the  moral  frame.  Now  all 
this  is  no  argument  againft  a Legifiative  Union,  but  it  is  a 
very  ftrong  one  for  it.  I appeal  to  the  common  recollection  of 
the  Houfe,  and  to  every  corner  of  the  kingdom,  whether  t lie 
leaders  of  this  debate  did  not  declare,  that  the  refufal  of  a Par- 
liamentary Reform  was  the  caufe  of  every  mifery  the  country  fuf- 
tained,  aud  finally  of  the  Rebellion.  Did  any,  and  which  of  them 
declare,  that  he  would  never  accept  any  office  under  any  Admii  blru- 
tion,  nor  fupport  any  Government  that  did  not  adopt  the  plan  of 
fpecific  Reform,  which  he  fubmitted  to  them  ? Now-,  Sir,  I afk 
the  nation,  if  the  refufal  of  Parliamentary  Reform  was  the  caufe 
of  all  that  has  been  averted  ; (and  I think  it  greatly  contributed 
to  it)  and  that  that  is  to  be  perfevered  in,  how  is  the  -country 
to  be  faved  ? There  wants  none  to  this  liffue  but  one  abfurdity, 
which  is  this,  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  are  become  the  inftru- 
ments.  of  this  faction,  and  who  left  the  honourable  Mover  in  a 
Minority  of  Seven,  fhould  now  declare,  that  they  had  i\i  turn 
changed,  their  opinions,  and  would  fupport  that  v vy  Reform  \vh :Vh 
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they  rejected  with  indignation  ; let  us  now  fee,  what  means  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  have  to  propofe  to 
fave  the  country,  other  than  that  of  ruling  it ; which  fome 
think  would  not  fave  it.  Even  until  this  moment  one  party  de- 
clared, that  the  refilling  to  purify  the  Parliament  was  the  caufe, 
the  foie  caufe  of  every  calamity  ; another  divilion  of  this  fame 
party  declared,  that  the  fa&ious  declamations,  and  the  induftry 
with  which  they  taught  the  people  to  clamour  for  what  they 
could  not  comprehend,  and  what  could  adminifter  no  remedy  to 
the  evils  they  affedled  to  cure,  was  the  true,  legitimate  and  only 
caufe  of  thefe  calamities.  On  all  hands  it  is  admitted  that  fome • 
thing  mnjt  be  done . The  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  condemn 
as  ruin,  not  only  the  adopting  a Legiflative  Unicq  with  Great 
Britain,  but  the  confidering  or  underjlanding  the  fubjedt  before  we 
determine  not  to  entertain  it.  This  fomething  then,  is  the  Le- 
gislative Union  which  we  are  confident  to  hope  may  be  fo  fhap- 
ed  by  the  wildom  of  the  two  countries,  as  to  prove  a true  and 
lading  remedy  for  thofe  miferies  we  have  all  lamented.  We  have 
flievvn  our  plan  ; if  it  is  condemned,  let  all  thofe  gentlemen  who 
fo  confidently  cenfure,  what  they  difdain  to  confider,  and  who 
ere  fo  dellrous  to  commit  their  minority,  who  almoft  conftitute 
the  majority  of  this  Houf^  againll  the*meafure;  we  call  upon 
upon  them  to  produce  their  plan,  which,  if  found  better,  will  be 
the  beft  condemnation  of  ours  : and  1 promife  them  for  one,  I 
fhall  be  the  firfl  to  fubferibe  it.  What,  Sir  1 I3  it  to  fave  the 
country  r to  criticife  with  a jealous  minutenefs  every  plan  offered 
by  thofe  who  are  really  interejled  in  its  falvation,  and  with  a cau- 
tious policy,  more  cautious  than  honefl,  to  withhold  any  propo- 
fition  of  their  own  ? We  have  fhewn  to  the  world  our  cafe  ; 
fome  of  them  are  lawyers,  and  I call  upon  them  to  fhew  a better 
title  than  the  Noble  Lord  has  done,  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
nation.  They  remind  me  of  the  humorous  ftory  of  a modern 
Traveller,  who  relates  that  his  companion  never  paffed  the  ftatue 
of  Jupiter  without  a courtly  obeifance  ; and,  as  not  quite  fure 
of  a ludden  reftoration  to  the  iuperintending  care  of  the  Capitol, 
as  regularly  attended  the  reigning  power  at  the  Vatican. — 
If  our  Constitution  Hands,  and  may  it  Hand  for  ever!  they  have 
avowed  nothing  fo  monftrous  as  to  be  excluded  from  its  blefiings. 
If  it  falls,  and  is  reduced  to  the  firil  chaotic  principles,  fome  may 
hope,  like  what  is  lighted  and  vileft,  to  float  upon  the  furface. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  told  that  England  will  afterwards 
have  a right  to  levy  every  arbitrary  Tax  upon  this  Country  to  its 
utter  ruin  ; and  the  diffeminaticn  of  this  folly  has  deluded  many 
perfons  put  c this  Houfe  to  difapprove  the  meafure.  I tell 
the  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  and  I defire  to  be  contra- 
dicted if  I am  wrong,  That  the  terms  of  the  Union  may  fecure 
to  this  Country  the  quantum  of  Taxation  which  it  fhall  be  pofiiblt 


DEBATES. 


in 


for  the  united  Parliaments  in  Britain  to  levy.  The  rate  of  taxes 
here  may  be  after  the  Union  infinitely  lefs  than  they  are  at  prefent. 

An  Plon.  Gentleman  not  in  his  place,  has  told  you  Sir,  that 
Gentlemen  who  prefer  their  eftates  to  their  places,  will  vote  againjft 
this  meafure.  I have  no  office,  and  I prefer  my  eftate  to  the 
income  of  any  three  of  the  proudeft  offices  in  the  Country,  and 
therefore  ffiall  vote  for  taking  this  meafure  into  confideration. 
We  hear  that  no  one  argument  has  been  ufed  in  favour  of  any 
plan  of  Legiflative  Union,  now  here  is  one  that  I have  not 
heard. — By  an  Union  England  and  Ireland  will  be  made  in  effeft 
one  Country,  and  England  mull  then  ufe  the  fame  exertions  to 
fave  the  county  of  Mayo,  as  ffie  would  do  to  proteft  Suffex.  It 
Is  faid,  in  any  event  ffie  will  protect  Ireland — ffie  will  undoubt- 
edly ; but  there  is  a greater  effort  which  England  will  exert  after 
the  Uuion  even  by  Jlaking  her  own  fate  with  ours.  This  is  an  ar^ 
gument  and  I rely  upon  it  as  fuch.  Have  we  not  heard,  that 
when  the  French  landed  at  Bantry  bay,  England  over-looked 
our  fecurity  and  was  indifferent  to  our  fate,  and  it  became  the 
fubjeft  of  Parliamentary  enquiry  ; we  heard  it  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  moft  forward  in  the  Debate.  Now  Sir, 
if  this  calumny  on  the  character  of  Great  Britain  weighs  with 
no  other  Gentleman,  it  muff  with  the  Hon.  Member  who  ufed 
the  argument  as  a motive  for  conlidering  the  propriety  of  a 
Legiflative  Union.  We  are  told  a Union  will  degrade  the  Nation. 
Hear  the  anfwer,  and  it  is  a fliort  one.  If  Ireland  Sir,  be  unit- 
ed to  England,  England  muff  be  united  to  us ; now,  it  is  not 
pretended  it  can  degrade  England,  and  yet  if  it  degrades  one  it 
muff  both  ; fo  the  true  and  only  conclufion  is,  that  it  degrades 
neither.  The  Hon.  Baronet  is  difpofed  to  forget  the  original 
fin  arifing  from  the  very  formation  of  Parliament  and  the  corrup- 
tions of  its  members  in  this  one  aft  of  dilinterefted  virtue.  Has 
Parliament  no  intereft  in  voting  againft  this  Union  ? Alas  ! Sir, 
they  have  much  more  than  their  conjlituents  ; but  they  have  many 
county  members.  On  the  calculation  of  intereft  they  muff  have 
thirty  one,  that  is  the  number  which  it  is  fuppofed  will  be  excluded 
from  the  Union  Parliament  ; but  they  ought  to  have  more,  for 
in  many  inftances,  the  collegue  who  is  excluded,  will  by  uniting 
his  intereft  with  fome  other  perfon,  exclude  the  Member  who 
ffiould  vote  for  the  Union  ; and  this  argument  might  in  very 
many  inftances  apply  to  both  the  County  Members.  Many  of 
the  great  borongh  proprietors  are  againft  this  meafure ; have  they 
no  intereft  in  oppoiing  it  ? Is  it  nothing  to  weigh  in  golden  feales 
the  fate  of  every  Adminiftration  coming  into  this  Country  ? Is 
it  no  power  to  be  able  to  abufe  power,  to  expel  two  Lord  Lieute- 
nants for  endeavouring  to  refeue  the  Conftitution,  and  turn  to 
flight  one  Commander  in  Chief,  Sir  R.  Abercrombie,  who  never 
fled  in  battle,  becauie  he  differed  from  them— becaufe  he  faid  the 
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difcipline  in  fome  part  of  the  army  was  relaxed  ? He  difapproved 
of  burning  houfes  and  of  free-quarters  ; and  the  borough  propri- 
etors chofe  to  have  both.  Are  thefe  matters  fa£t  ? if  fo,  tliey 
cannot  recur  frequently,  and  the  nation  exift  ; and  yet,  the  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  tide,  who  once  rent  almoft  the  vault  of  Heaven 
In  their  complaints,  have  now  no  remedy  but  fubmiffion  ; yet,  Mr. 
Speaker,  this  is  the  language  of  this  night,  and  after  fuch  lan  - 
guage can  the  Union  continue  to  be  unpopular? — It  cannot,  it 
fball  not.  For  example  : Galway  a town  jultly  dear  to  me,  has 
iuddenly  prejudged  the  meafure.  In  truth,  Sir,  the  difeuflion 
of  this  fubjeCt  in  Parliament  is  what  mull  and  will  decide  the 
public  mind.  I will  now  engage  to  meet  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
before  Ids  conftituents.  and  to  convince  them,  and  to  poll  them 
and  the  population  of  the  town  againft  him  on  this  interefting 
fubject.  But  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fays  it  is  unpopular  ; that  in- 
deed is  an  argument,  if  after  due  ccmlid.eration  it  fliall  continue 
to  be  fo.  But  I am  happy  to  think,  that  the  worthy  Baronet’s 
conftituents  may  change  their  opinion  of  this  meafure,  as  they  did 
regarding  himfelf  and  his  collegue  ; I underhand  they  now  think 
fnott  favourably  of  both.  ' My  hon.  friend  mull  know,  that  whea 
public  opinion  fets  him  higheft,  it  is  that  fentiment  to  which  I 
would  moil  willingly  fubferibe.  feThe  bell  mcafures,  however, 
were  at  firft  unpopular  : The  OCtennial  bill  w?as  in  this  Houfe 
unpopular.  The  Adminiftration  ©f  the  Country  once  offered 
to  fupporta  tax  upon  Abfentees ; wfould  that,  Mr.  Speaker,  have 
been  a good  meafure  or  not  ? This  meafure  was  oppofed  and 
loft,  and  fome  of  thofe  very  Gentlemen  w'ho  but  a feilion  ago  op- 
pofed a meafure  that  wrould  bring  home  our  Abfentees,  now 
principally  clamour  againft  the  Union  on  the  ground  that  it  will 
occafion  fome  Abfentees. — There  wras-  another  meafure  greatly 
unpopular  in  the  nation,  which  originated  in  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land’s Adminiftration ; I mean  fencible  regiments  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Ireland  : I think,  Mr.  Speaker,  fuch  a defence  would 
have  been  at  leaft  as  conftitutional  as  regiments  of  the  line  or 
alien  troops  fubfidifed.  There  have  been  even  characters,  Sir, 
very  generally  and  univerfally-  odious,  that  have  on  a particular 
occafion  become  popular ; fo  that  popularity,  Mr.  Speaker, 
though  fome  teft  is  not  always  a fure  one. — Is  it  not  an  argument 
for  the  Union  to  fay,  that  the  power  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
this  Country  is  abfolute  as  to  evil,  but  ciicumfcribed  as  to  good  ? 
That  we  have  the  theory  of  the  Engliili  Conftitution  is  our  boatl ; 
that  we  have  abufed  it  is  our  reproach. — Is  the  36th  and  37th  of 
the  prefent  reign  an  abufe  of  it  ? Is  the  Prefs  bill,  which  while  it 
fet  at  nought  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  refufes  to  recognize  that 
that  liberty  is  a conftitutional  right  ? Is  this  the  Conftitution  ? 
What  fhall  I fay  of  three  Indemnity  bills  in  four  years,  protecting 
■every  magiftrate  and  every  foldier  for  all  the  enormities  which  in 
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that  time  have  been  perpetrated,  from  a common  affault  up  to 
murder  and  petty  treafon  ? 

Mr.  Dobbs— Sir  there  is  one  thing,  and  one  thing  only,  in 
which  I agree  with  the  three  Members  who  fpoke  laft,  on  the 
oppofite  fide.  It  is  Sir,  in  reprobating  with  them  all  perfon- 
ality.  But  Sir  personality  has  not  been  confined  to  this  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  it  will  however  I trull  in  future  be  difcarded  by  all : 
and  here  Sir  I cannot  help  obferving,  that  were  I to  lay  any 
thing  perfonal  of  the  Noble  Lord,  who  is  the  firft  Miniller  here, 
it  would  be  favourable  to  him.  In  a tranfadlion  of  fome  impor- 
tance during  the  laft  Selfion,  I had  frequent  intercourfe  with  the 
Noble  Lord,  and  I found  his  manners  pleating,  and  what  is  more 
to  his  honour,  his  heart  humane.  I found  him  bent  as  he  ought 
to  be,  to  do  what  juilice  demanded,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  tem- 
per that  juftice  with  mercy.  Sir  I am  forry  the  Noble  Lord  has 
thought  proper  to  make  an  attack  on  the  Barrifters  of  Ireland  ; a 
body  o£  men  I will  venture  to  fay  more  truly  patriotic,  than  any 
other  in  the  Nation  unlcfs  it  be  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons. 
We  indeed  have  it  in  our  power  to  take  precedence,  and  I truft 
we  have  not  only  the  power  but  the  will.  Sir  the  conduct  of 
the  Irilh  Barrifters  has  more  than  once  been  inftrumental  in  laving 
the  Nation.  They  were  among  the  foremoft  of  the  glorious  vo- 
lunteers of  1780,  1781  and  1782,  who  at  once  gave  peace  and 
fecurity  at  home,  and  protected  us  from  foreign  invafion,  when 
the  fleets  of  England  hid  themfelves  in  their  ports,  and  the  French 
and  Spanilh  fleets  rode  triumphant  in  the  Britilh  Channel.  The 
Barrifters  of  Ireland  originated  the  yeomanry  to  whom  this 
country  chiefly  owes  its  prefent  falvation.  The  Barrifters  of  Ire- 
land originated  the  oppolition  to  this  intended  Union  that  would 
at  once  "degrade,  and  deftroy  a kingdom.  But  Sir  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  men  of  birth,  education  and  talent,  fhould  be 
the  protedlors  of  the  rights  of  their  country.  I fay  Sir  for  the 
raoft  part  of  birth,  for  I will  venture  to  aflert,  there  is  not  a fa- 
mily in  Ireland  of  fcool.  a year  that  has  not  a near  relative  at  the 
Bar.  I fay  Sir  of  talent,  for  every  man  in  looking  to  the  line  of 
life,  his  children  are  to  purfuq*  fele£ts  that  fon  whom  he  fuppofes 
poftefled  of  the  bell  abilities,  Tor  the  profeffion  of  the  law  ; arid 
here  too  Sir  let  me  obferve,  that  where  men  have  not  the  advan- 
tage of  birth  or  fortune,  it  mull  be  by  fuperior  talents  indeed, 
that  they  make  their  way  through  the  difficulties  attending  the 
firft  commencement  of  the  legal  piofelfion.  Let  me  not  then 
hear  again,  a reflection  on  a body  of  men,  that  are  the  pride  and 
ornament  of  their  country, 

Sir  a Rt.  Hon.  Gentleman  on  the  oppofite  Bench  has  Lid, 
he  will  vote  for  the  Addrefs  becaufe  he  thinks  it  indecent  not  to 
give  the  queftion  of  a fpecific  Union  a fair  difeuffion  What  Sir 
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are  we  to  go  into  the  minutiae  of  a Union,  when  the  queftioa 
that  has  been  lately  debated  for  twenty-one  hours,  and  is  now 
again  debating,  is,  whether  we  will  have  a Union  at  all  ? Sir  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gentleman  cannot  doubt  the  meaning  of  the  words  of 
the  claufe  in  debate,  as  to  the  connexion  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, becaufe  the  Minifter  himfelf  has  avowed  it  is  a Legiflative 
Union.  Sir  another  honourable  member,  who  openly  avows  his 
approbation  of  a Legiflative  Union,  argues  that  it  will  benefit 
our  trade,  ftrengthen  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries, 

' and  give  Us  permanent  tranquillity.  I did  on  the  laft  debate  endea- 
vour to  point  out  to  you  Sir,  and  to  the  Houfe,  that  in  point  of 
trade  England  has  nothing  to  bellow,  and  I offered  to  produce 
fome  of  the  moll  refpe&able  merchants  of  Dublin  at  your  Bar, 
to  fubllantiate  the  fadfc.  Sir  I did  on  the  laft  debate  endeavour 
to  point  out  to  you  and  to  the  Houfe,  that  fo  far  from  lengthen- 
ing the  connexion,  it  would  lead  to  inevitable  feparation.  Sir  I 
did  in  the  laft  debate  endeavour  to  point  out  to  you,  and  to  the 
Houfe,  that  it  would  weaken  the  llrength  of  the  loyalifts,  and 
enable  the  republican  to  triumph  over  the  Conftitution.  Sir  I 
will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  in  going  over  the  argu- 
ments, I have  before  offered,  but  fhall  content  myfelf  with  reaffert- 
ing  that  a Legiflative  Union  cannot  benefit  our  trade, — cannot 
ftrengthen  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries, — and  cannot 
give  us  permanent  tranquillity. 

Sir  there  is  but  one  way  to  tranquillife  Ireland,  it  is  to  redrefs 
every  real  grievance  and  put  an  end  to  every  religious  diffenlion. 
Let  no  man  flatter  himfelf,  that  Ireland  has  been  hitherto  govern- 
ed as  it  ought.  I would  alk  no  other  evidence  to  prove  the  con- 
trary, than  the  Reports  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  in  the  laft 
Sefiions.  What  Sir,  but  radical  errors  in  the  Government,  could 
make  400,000  men  take  an  oath  againft  the  Conftitution  ? Sir,  I 
love  the  Britifh  form  of  Government,  though  I hate  its  perver- 
fion,  and  ahpmiuate  its  tyranny  towards  Ireland.  Sir  I love 
Irilh  freedom,  but  I hate  Irilh  treafon,  and  Irilh  fedition.  Sir  I 
revere  the  Chrillian  Religion,  but  I deteft  bigotry,  and  perfecution 
wherever  I find  it,  whether  it  be  amongft  thofe  of  the  Eftablilh- 
ment,  the  Diffenters  or  the  Catholics. 

Sir  the  commencement  of  this  Seflion  has  afforded  me  infinite 
pleafure.  Nay  Sir,  the  fentiments  that  have  lately  been  delivered 
here,  feem  to  have  operated  on  me  as  a falutary  medicine.  I 
have  for  the  greater  part  of  the  laft  ten  days  been  confined  to  my 
houfe  by  indilpofition.  But  the  fpirit  difplayed  here  on  the  laft 
debate  has  revived  me,  and  I hope  by  the  determination  of  this 
night  to  be  rellored  to  health  and  vigour. 

Sir,  if  there  be  three  men  upon  earth  to  whom  Ireland  is  pe- 
culiarly indebted,  it  is  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Noble  Lord  who  is  firft  Mi- 
nifter  here,  and  the  aulhor  of  that  Pamphlet  which  iffued  from, 
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and  is  acknowledged  by  the  Caftle.  Sir,  till  now  it  was  only 
fufpicion,  that  a plan  had  been  formed,  to  reduce  Ireland  into  the 
fituation  of  a province.  But  from  the  declarations  of  the  three  I 
have  alluded  to,  fufpicion  terminates  in  certainty  ; for  the  Noble 
Lord  has  in  his  place  declared,  that  it  was  a meafure  that  would 
never  be  loft,  fight  of,  till  it  was  carried.  Sir  we  have  now  full 
notice  of  Britilh  intention  and  Britifh  determination.  W e alfo 
know  Sir,  that  it  has  been  held  out  in  the  pamphlet  I allude  to, 
that  a Union  fhould  be  accompanied  with  certain  benefits,  to  the 
Catholics,  to  the  Diffenters,  and  to  the  People  at  large.  What 
Sir,  fhall  we  allow  England  to  purchafe  our  People  by  favours, 
which  we  have  equally  the  power  to  bellow  ? Sir  I fay  if  there 
is  common  fenfe  in  this  Houfe  ; if  there  is  common  fpirit  among 
us,  we  will  fhew  to  the  People,  that  we  are  not  a venal,  a debafed, 
a profligate  Houfe  of  Commons  ; we  will  fhew  to  the  People  that 
we  have  been  vilified  and  abufed  by  the  author  of  the  Caftle 
pamphlet;  and  we  will  fhew  to  the  People  that  we  are  the  true 
and  legitimate  guardians  of  Irifh  happinefs,  Irifh  profperity,  and 
Irifh  liberty. 

Sir,  the  prefent  attempt  would  never  have  been  made,  were 
the  People  of  this  country  united  in  affeilion  to  each  other,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fatisfied  with  their  Government.  What  then  is  the 
path  that  we  are  to  purfue  ? It  is  this,  decidedly  this,  to  carefully 
examine  the  fources  of  difcontent,  and  diflatisfailion,  and  do 
them  away.  I will  not  Sir  at  this  moment,  take  upon  me  to  fay, 
what  it  is  we  ought  to  do;  but  this  I alfert  without  hefitation, 
that  we  fhould  give  to  the  People  every  thing,  that  is  confident 
with  the  prefervation  of  our  prefent  Conftitution,  and  our  prefent 
connexion  with  Great  Britain.  Thefe  Sir,  are  the  only  bonnda- 
ries  that  I draw  between  what  the  People  can  demand,  and  what 
the  Irifh  Legiflature  can  bellow. 

Mr.  Holmes  obferved,  that  he  fhould  not  apologife  to  qualify 
the  vote  he  was  about  to  give — his  conduit  was  owing  to  the  de- 
cifion  of  his  mind — it  was  truly  aftonifhing,  he  Paid,  that  from 
the  fame  data  conclufions  fo  oppofite  could  be  drawn.  The 
Houfe,  he  was  bold  to  fay,  was  competent  to  every  thing  ; and, 
when  it  would  come  before  the  Ploul'e,  he  would  be  prepared  to 
meet  it.  By  fuch  a conduit,  as  gentlemen  feemed  willing  to  pur- 
fue, the  Addrefs  would  probably  be  loft. 

Mr.  I.  M.  O’Donnell. — It  would  have  been  well  worth  the 
attention  of  the  Irifh  Minifter,  who  feems  to  have  made  the  ruin 
of  his  country  his  neareft  and  deareft  objeit,  to  have  fuppreflad, 
previous  to  having  brought  forward  this  favourite  and  infamous 
meafure,  all  fuch  books  as  this  I now  hold  in  my  hand,  the  eth 
vol.  of  Parliamentary  Debates.  Much  pains  have  been  ufed  in 
England  and  Ireland,  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  all  fuch  book* 
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as  would  enlighten  the  underftanding  or  teach  men  to  prefer  their 
country  to  their  private  intereft.  I {hall  in  the  courfe  of  deliver- 
ing my  fentiments  this  night,  not  only  be  much  influenced  from 
what  I have  read  in  this  book,  but  I fhall  ufe  in  fupport  of  the 
Conftitution  of  my  country  the  very  words  fpoken  by  a Rt.  Hon. 
Gentleman  oppolke  me,  who  now  differs  from  what  he  formerly 
fupported,  a Gentleman  whom  I looked  to  as  a pattern  of  private 
worth  and  political  integrity.  But  Sir,  before  I quote  from  this 
ineftimable  volume,  I muff  addrefs  you  iri  my  own  irregular  and 
accuftomed  way  : In  oppofing  a Legiflative  Union  I hope,  I am 
confident,  I have  expreffed  the  fincere  and  determined  ientiments 
of  my  conftituents,  but  as  to  a Rt.  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  mifrepre  ; 
I mean  reprefents  me  in  this  Houfe  as  Member  for  Mayo,  I 
thank  God  I have  an  opportunity  of  thus  publicly  declaring  for 
myfelf,  and  I am  confident  for  a majority  of  my  brethren  the  free- 
holders of  Mayo,  that  in  his  fupport  of  an  Union  he  is  not  a&ing 
in  unifon  with  our  wifhes,  nor  has  he  confulted  us  on  the  occafi- 
on.  Sir  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gentleman  wifhes  as  he  has  often  at- 
tempted to  do  before,  to  play  a double  fiddle,  Both  Sides  of  the 
Gutter*  it  is  a deep  game  ; it  is  a dangerous  one  ; he  will  find  it 
an  unfuccefsful  one,  when  he  {hall  find  himfelf  reje&ed  by  his 
country,  he  will  be  publicly  defpifed  by  the  very  Minifter  whom 
he  ftrives  to  fupport  even  by  the  ruin  of  his  country,  but  fee  how 
can  this  Rt.  Hon.  Gentleman  reconcile  to  himfelf  or  his  conftitu- 
ents his  prefent  conduct,  his  voting  for  a furrender  of  the  Legiflative 
rights  of  Ireland,  to  his  condudf  and  ftrong  language  at  the  time 
of  the  debate  on  the  Commercial  Propofitions,  at  that  time  when 
the  independance  of  his  country  was  only  fquinted  at ; when  the 
Minifter  of  the  day  and  his  friends  declared,  that  it  could  not  be 
affected  by  the  4th  Propofition,  what  was  his  language  then  ? I 
will  repeat  it,  for  I now  fee  him  in  his  place.  On  the  2d  of  Ali- 
gn It  17S5,  on  the  debate  on  the  Irilh  Propofitions,  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gentleman  faid,  “ but  Sir  this  arrangement  has  fuggefted  an  idea 
“ in  another  country,  that  I am  afraid  to  mention  in  this  Houfe  ; 
44  I mean  a Union , Good  God  Sir,  what  Union  could  we  have 
44  with  Great  Britain  but  a Union  of  debt  and  taxation  ! a 
44  Union  depriving  us  of  liberty  and  ruinous  to  our  country,” 
thofe  exprefiions  iefle£tedon  him  then  immortal  honour,  what  do 
they  now  ? Eternal  difgrace.  Sir,  I will  be  bold  to  fay  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  freeholders  of  Mayo  are  averfe  to  the  mea- 
fure,  at  any  rate  I am  convinced  they  do  not  imagine  that  their 
reprefentatives  have  a right  to  vote  away  their  freedom,  even  in- 
ftru&ed  for  that  purpofe.  Sir  I leve  the  connexion  with  Eng- 
land as  well  as  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gentleman;  when  my  country  was  in 
danger,  when  the  connexion  was  attacked  by  a foreign  and  inter- 
nal force,  while  fome  were  fleeping,  others  trembling  and  fome 
running  from  their  country,  I was  running  to  defend  it,  and  l 
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would  do  fo  this  moment  did  the  flighted:  necefiity  require  it,  but 
I will  never  vote  for,  nor  will  I fuffer  to  be  voted  away,  a furren- 
der  of  the  right  of  imperial  Ireland,  but  I mull  excufe  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Gentleman,  for  he  fays  “ he  is  forced  to  fpeak,  but  not  by 
“ his  own  inclination,”  how  far  that  will  latisfy  his  conftituents  I 
know  not,  as  to  the  remarks  and  contradictions  that  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  offered  to  the  obfervations  of  the  Hon.  Baronet 
( Sir  L.  Parfons)  as  to  our  having  furrendered  for  ever  to  Great 
Britain  the  right  and  power  of  making  or  appointing  a King  for 
Ireland,  I do  affert  we  have  done  fo,  for  fhould  the  Parliament  of 
England  and  the  King  think  fit  to  change  the  fuccefiion  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  to  any  other  perfon  or  family,  we  are 
bound  thereby,  and  the  King  of  England  fo  appointed,  would  be 
ipfo  fafto  King  of  Ireland,  without  any  further  recognition  of 
our  Parliament,  for  we  have  already  provided  it  fo,  it  is  a part 
and  a neceffary  part  of  our  compact. 

The  noble  lord,  the  ofienfible  minifler,  has  thought  proper  to 
arraign  the  conduct  of  a body  of  men,  who  let  me  tell  his  lotd- 
fhip,  ftand  on  too  proud  and  liable  a foundation  to  be  injured 
either  by  his  praife  or  his  cenfure.  I mean  the  Bar,  that  refpec- 
table  body  who  have  faved  this  kingdom,  it  is  to  this  fet  of 
men  he  has  applied  the  gentleman-like  word  or  epithet  of  petty- 
fogging  ; but  that  is  a trifle  to  the  noble  lord  in  attacking  thofe, 
who  dare  oppofe  his  projects,  his  deep,  yet  ill  laid  plans  for  Irifh 
fubje&ion  ; he  tells  the  country  gentlemen  of  Irdand,  that  they 
are  dupes  that  have  joined  in  cabal  and  party  trick,  and  that 
they  have  affociated  with  democrats,  feceders  from  their  parlia- 
mentary duty  and  men  who  aim  at  the  overthrow  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  in  the  two  diflin&ions  made  by  the  Noble  Lord  of  . us 
who  oppofe  this  meafure.  He  has  pointed  out  fome  as  Democrats 
who  failed  in  their  attempt  to  overturn  tlje  Conflitution,  the  others 
as  loyal  men,  who  in  the  hour  of  danger  flepped  forward  in 
fupport  and  defence  of  their  King  and  Country.  The  minority 
on  the  laft  night  amounted  to  105  ; there  never  were  feceders  from 
this  Houfe  in  number  15.  Give  me  leave  to  afk  the  Noble  Lord, 
and  I appeal  to  this  Houfe,  what  an  infamous  meafure  mull  that 
be,  propofed  by  the  Minifler,  which  forced  90  acknowledged  and 
tried  loyal  men  to  join  with  thofe  feceders,  what  a dangerous 
meafure  mull  it  not  be  which  unites  men  of  fuch  difcordant  prin- 
ciples together  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ! That  the  Crown 
has  a power  to  difmifs  its  Servants  I will  not  deny,  but  I affert 
this  Houfe  has  a power  and  it  is  a duty  incumbent  on  it,  to  inter- 
fere and  call  the  Minifler  to  an  account  if  he  fhall  exercife  that 
power  for  an  unconflitutional  purpofe^  as  has  been  done  in  the 
difmiffal  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Prime 
Serjeant.  I declare  Mr.  Speaker,  I do  feel  infinite  regret  at  fee- 
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ing  a meafure  of  this  fort  brought  forward  under  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  a Nobleman  I fo  fully  refpedt — a Nobleman  who  has  alrea- 
dy, in  fpite  of  every  effort  to  oppofe  him,  nearly  tranquillifed 
Ireland,  who  fatisfied  and  appealed  India  more  by  character  than 
by  arms,  and  has  afforded  Mr.  Bacon  an  opportunity  of  uniting 
genius  and  truth  in  a ftatue  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  fheathing  his 
ivvord  with  one  hand  and  with  the  other  pouring  the  cornucopia  of 
plenty  over  the  nations  of  India.  I am  confident  that  Noble  Lord 
has  been  deceived  as  to  the  wifhes  and  determination  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  on  this  fubjedt.  I will  candidly  fay,  I am  certain  the 
Minifter  in  this  Houfe  was  deceived,  clfe  he  never  could  have  pro- 
ceeded on  this  extraordinary,  this  important  attempt  to  revoluti- 
onife  thifc  country.  For  my  part  I never  deceived  the  govern- 
ment, from  the  firff  I faid  it  was  a meafure  I would  oppofe,  that  it 
was  fraught  with  mifchief  to  the  kingdom,  and  muff  be  ruinous 
to  the  Empire,  that  no  honeff  Iriffiman  could  exift  without  op- 
poling  it,  and  that  would  anfwer  the  wifhes  and  defires  of  the 
leparatifts  and  republicans,  if  Government  would  attempt  to  fup- 
port  the  abominable  meafure. 

The  Attorney  General  has  thought  proper  on  a former  night 
to  bring  forward  in  fupport  of  this  Union,  the  writings  of  the 
greateft  friend  that  the  liberties  of  Ireland  ever  had,  I need  not 
fay  I mean  William  Molyneux , it  is  not  the  firff  time  that  patriot 
has  been  infulted  by  an  infolent  law  officer  of  the  Crown,  I be- 
lieve his  book  was  once  burned  by  the  common  hangman,  why  l 
Becaufe  it  vindicated  the  rights  and  fupported  the  Legiflative  in- 
dependance  of  Ireland.  Under  the  fituation  Ireland  then  was  in, 
bound  and  fettered  by  England,  he  thought  an  Union  was  a defi- 
rable  thing  and  that  England  would  not  grant  it,  but  were  he  now 
alive  feeing  us  poffeffed  of  independance  and  commerce,  neither 
of  which  could  be  taken  from  us  but  by  our  own  aft,  he  would  be 
the  firff  to  call  forth  every  energy  of  a free  people,  to  defend  their 
rights,  and  would  tell  them,  that  where  they  were  attacked,  it  was 
legal,  nay  it  was  in  the  light  of  heaven  neceffary,  to  have  recourfe 
to  jirjl  principles  to  protect  and  fupport  them.  I have  felt  it  necef- 
fary to  fay  fo  much,  as  well  in  vindication  of  the  character  of  the 
dead,  as  to  fatisfy  the  feelings  of  a living  relative  of  his,  to  whom 
I have  the  honour  to  be  connected  of  the  fame  ; an  inheritor  of 
his  private  virtues,  fully  equal  to  him  both  in  loyalty  and  patrio- 
tifm;  a man  who  could  never  be  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  cabal 
or  faction,  or  feduced  from  his  duty  to  his  country  by  the  glitter 
or  fedudtion  of  a court,  who  in  the  hour  of  danger  forgetful  of 
cafe  and  wealth,  underwent  every  fatigue  and  rifque  in  defence  of 
his  King,  little  imagining  the  Conftitution  of  Ireland  would  be 
fo  foon  attacked,  I now  talk  of  Sir  Capel  Molyneux,  who  has  on 
tbi6  very  occaiion  been  amongff  the  foremoff  to  apprife  his  coun- 
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try  of  its  danger  and  to  call  them  to  their  pofls.  Let  me  now  ad- 
drefs  inyfelf  to  the  Noble  Lord,  I have  endeavoured  to  oppofe 
this  mcafure^  without  being  pcrfonal,  I refpedl  his  private  charac- 
ter, I am  an  avowed  friend  to  the  Adminiftration  in  which  he 
holds  fo  oftenlible  and  fo  honourable  a fituation.  It  is  more  than 
probable,  that  on  every  other  queftion  he  will  have  my  fupport.  I 
belong  to  no  party  ; I belong  to  no  cabal,  nor  to  any  intrigue,  nor 
am  I a dupe.  Let  me  entreat  the  Noble  Lotd,  as  he  values  the 
peace  and  happinefs  of  his  country,  every  thing  dear  to  him  as  a 
Minifter  and  a man,  candidly  and  avowedly  to  come  forward  and 
declare  he  abandons  and  wholly  gives  up  a mealure  which  is  fo 
oppofite  to  the  withes  and  interefts  of  the  kingdom  ; that  he  will 
not  keep  it  fufpended  over  our  heads,  to  keep  alive  the  fermenta- 
tion of  the  public  mind,  which  had  it  not  been  for  this  meaTure 
would  have  now  been  quieted.  I invoke  him  not  to  keep  this 
odious  detefted  meafure  fufpended  over  our  heads  by  a fmgle  hair, 
to  be  cut  at  his  will  or  that  of  any  other  Minifter. 

Mr.  G’Donnei  concliulsd  a very  long  fpeech  with  many  very 
nppofite  quotations,  from  the  fpeeches  of  Members  who  fup- 
ported  the  Conftitutional  rights  of  Ireland  in  1785  on  the  debate 
of  the  Irilh  Propolitipns,  but  who  confented  to  furrender  them 
on  the  debate  for  an  Union  in  1799. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  Mr.  O’Donnel  went  largely  into  the 
queftion  of  the  Scotch  Union,  paid  many  compliments  to  that 
Nation,  and  to  the  gallant  conckuft  of  their  foldiers,  and  particu- 
larly mentioned  the  brave  and  fojdierlike  condudf  of  the  Frazer 
Fencibles,  who  he  faid  were  brave  in  the  field  and  ac  com  mo  iati 
in g in  quarters,  but  (hewed  in  the  cleared  manner  that  there  was 
no  argument  to  be  drawn  from  the  Scotch  Union,  favourable  to 
the  propofed  one  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Lord  CastlerEagh  rofe  to  explain,  and  to  afiure  the  Right 
Hon.  Member,  nothing  was  farther  from  his  wifnes  than  to 
throw  any  afperlions  on  the  profeffion.  In  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeech  he  had  ufed  the  word  “ petty-fogging,”  but  not  in  ap- 
plication to  the  Bar ; it  was  a vulgar  phrafe,  and  he  was  afhamed 
of  it. 

Mr.  Edgeworth  alfo  rofe  to  vindicate  the  profeffion,  which 
he  could  not  help  faying,  had  not  been  well  treated  by  the 
noble  Lord.  It  was  peculiarly  proper  in  that  noble  Lord  to  in- 
culcate temper  on  the  Floufe,  whole  official  fituation  gave  him  fo 
many  advantages  over  other  gentlemen,  but  it  was  peculiarly  im- 
proper in  him  to  have  forgotten  his  own  precept,  and  held  out  an 
example  of  heat  and  violence.  The  expreffion  which  he  repeated 
in  order  to  give  the  noble  Lord  an  opportunity  to  recall  it, 
(for  he  could  not  conceive  that  with  fo  many  high  law-officers  near 
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him  he  meant  to  infult  the  profeffion)  was  the  phrafe,  “ Round 
Robin. ” Which  means  a mutinous  demand  made  by  men  ajhamed 
to  avow  themfelves  the  promoters  of  it.  Did  the  noble  Lord 
believe  that  any  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  he  alluded,  were 
afhamed  to  avow  t'hemfelves.  The  meeting  was  conducted  by  a 
gentleman  who  was  the  Father  of  the  Bar — was  not  he  an  often- 
iible  patron  of  the  meafure  which  they  had  adopted  ? Mr. 
Edgeworth  proceeded  to  fay  many  handfome  things  of  the  pro- 
feffion,  to  which  he  avowed'  himfelf  to  have  been  bred.  He  con- 
fefied  that  when'  firft  tire  meafure  of  an  Union  was  mentioned  he 
was  a friend  to  it  : but  when  he  found  the  fenfe  of  the  na- 
tion againft  it,  he  changed  his  determination. — On  great  poli- 
tical qu eft  ions  the  truftees  of  the  people  will  neceftfarily  refort  to 
the  opinion  of  their  conftituents. — To  us  it  fhould  be  fufficient 
to  perceive  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom  are 
Uverle  to  a Legiflative  Union.  It  is  fometimes  difficult  to  deter- 
mine what  conftitutes  a majority  ; it  may  be  of  two  forts,  either 
of  numbers  or  of  property.—' Where  tbefe  differ,  a Member  of  this 
Houle,  who  is  a man  of  prudence  and  integrity,  mull  be  de- 
cided by  concurrent  circumftances  but  when  thefe  coincide,, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  how  a delegated  Legiflator  fhould  conduct 
himfelf. — The  majority  both  of  property  and  numbers  coincide 
upon  the  prefent  occalion. — It  would  be  invidious  to  affert  that 
moft  of  the  property  and  the  talents  of  this  Houfe  are  on  this 
iide,  bat  when  the  arguments  that  have  been  advanced,  and  the 
names  on  each  fide  fit  all  be  laid  before  the  public,  they  would  de- 
termine for  themfelves.  Confidering  thefe  circumftances,  Mr. 
Edgeworth  faid  he  could  not  conceive  that  the  Minifter  would 
perfiit  in  the  meafure,  and  if  not,  to  what  end  perfift  in  retaining 
the  obnoxious  paragraph?  Were  Gentlemen  afhamed  to  avow 
themfelves  in  error  when  the  Nation  was  againft  them  ? If  fo, 
he  ought  to  be  afhamed.  Is  there  any  thing  difgraceful  in 
yielding  to  conviction  ? — if  fo,  he  muff  fubmit  to  that  difgrace. 
He  was  convinced  that  fucb  a meafure,  urged  againft  the  fenfe  or 
the  feelings  of  the  nation,  would  be  ruinous  and  unjuftiiiable. — The 
oppofition  to  this  meafure  is  not  the  oppolition  merely  of  a 
eabal. — Mr.  Edgeworth  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  catch  at  the 
word  cabal,  for  the  country  gentlemen  of  Ireland  ought  not  to 
follow  the  example  of  intemperance  and  indiferetion  which  fhe 
noble  Lord  had  let  them  ; but  if  the  Minifter  was  determined  to 
prefs  this  meafure  againft;  their  fenfe  and  that  of  the  country, 
he  hoped  thefe  gentlemen  would  unite  againft  him  and  form 
one  body,  and  then  they  would  be  able  effedlually  to  fruftrate 
any  attempt  of  his,  or  of  any  cabal  of  penfioners  and  placemen. 
This  meafure,  he- jocularly  obferved,  was  beginning  to  make 
country  gentlemen  of  more  importance  than  they  had  been* 
Formerly',  he  faid,  a country  member  might  come  .into  Pari  fir- 
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•ment  and  fit  there  for  years  before  his  face  or  name  was  known — 
now  they  are  likely  to  become  a very  valuable  commodity  ; and 
if  the  meafure  were  retained  much  longer  they  would  rife  in 
price.  He  therefore  recommended  it  to  the  Miniller  for  his  own 
fake  to  let  the  quedion  re  11. — He  humoroufiy  remarked  that 
much  as  had  been  faid  of  the  Minider’s  arts  of  corruption,  they 
did  not  Hand  high  in  his  opinion  ; he  could  not  compliment  the 
Miniiler  upon  his  addrels  in  this  branch  of  his  bufinefs.  Mr. 
Edgeworth  faid  he  could  not  boa  It  of  having,  upon  t his  occa- 
fion,  withftood  feductive  temptation;  not  even  the  offer  of  a 
peerage  had  been  made  to  him  ; his  political  virtue  remained  there- 
fore immaculate,  for  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands  that  the  nymph  is 
chafte  who  has  never  been  tried. — To  be  ferious  : he  rejoiced 
to  fee  that  ©n  great  Conllitutional  quedions  the  bufinefs  of  party 
{topped  in  that  Houfe  ; and,  that  though  gentlemen  fpeculated 
with  the  Minider  on  other  occafions,  on  theie  they  aided  practi- 
cally with  the  people.  Ireland,  he  thought,  owed  great  ob- 
ligations to  the  Miniiler  and  his  friends,  for  they  had  (hewn, 
not  only  to  her,  but  to  Great- Britain,  that  fine  poffe'fies  a Bar 
honed,  independant,  and  energetic,  above  the  temptations  of 
emolument  or  ambition. — They  had  (hewn  that  (he  had  a Parlia- 
ment, which,  however  its  members  might,  at  fome  times,  be  di- 
verted from  a vigilant  difeharge  of  their  duty,  was,  upon  great 
occafions,  awake  and  vigorous  to  preferve  their  independance  : — 
The  fpetdacle  of  this  night,  he  truded,  would  convince  a neigh- 
bouring nation,  that,  whatever  defeats  there  might  be  in  our  na- 
tional character,  ariling  perhaps  from  oonditutihnad  vivacity,  the 
people  of  Ireland  poffeffed  warm  hearts  and  found  heads. — An 
honourable  friend  had  complained,  that  it  was  ungenerous  to  at- 
tack this  nation  when  die  was  nearly  prodrate,  and  breatlilefs  af- 
ter the  violent  druggies  to  which  fhe  had  lately  been  expofed.— 
For  his  part,  Mv,.  Edgeworth  faid,  be  had  never  feen  any  per- 
fions  more  alert  arid  alive  than  the  gentlemen  at  this  fide  or  the 
Houfe  appeared  to  be  at  this  indant  ; and  if  they  were  thus 
awake  and  vigorous  after  the  fatigues  occafioued  by  a Rebellion, 
what  mud  they  be  at  any  other  period  ? — Men  of  the  mod  xlif- 
limilar  habits,  of  the  mod  oppofite  parties  have,  on  this  emer- 
gency, united  in  one  common  caufe  ; thofe  materials  which,  when 
ieparate,  had  not  fufficient  attraction  for  each  other,  began  to 
confolidate  when  prelfed  together  by  external  circumdances.— r- 
The  Minider  might,  perhaps,  find  it  dangerous  to  protract  the 
prefent  date  of  unanimity.  Time  might,  perhaps,  confolidate 
the  fcattered  country  gentlemen  of  this  kingdom,  and  give  them, 
as  a body,  that  confequence  which  they  ought  to  poifefs  under 
fuch  a Conditution  as  ours. 

A really  wife  Adminidration  would  feife  this  crifis  to  tranquil- 
life  the  country. — When  the  veffel  of  the  date  makes  no  way. 
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it  will  not  anfwer  to  the  helm. — When  the  vefTel  is  in  rapid  mo- 
tion it  will  lleer,  and  may,  by  a fkilful  pilot,  be  at  length  con- 
ducted to  fecurity. — An  able  Minifler  might,  by  a prudent  ufe 
of  this  happy  opportunity,  reconcile  the  diffenfions  of  this 
country,  and  make  Irifhmen  fhake  hands  with  Irifhmen. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  confidered  fa&ion  as  the  fource  of  pad, 
and  the  feeds  of  prefent  difienfion  in  this  country,  which  nothing 
could  effectually  eradicate  but  an  Union,  which  had  his  molt 
cordial  concurrence.  Collifions  on  the  fcore  cf  independance  had 
already  happened,  but  how  frequently  between  the  Parliaments  of 
the  two  kingdoms,  fmce  1782,  and  particularly  on  the  Regency 
bufinefs,  when  a parliamentary  faCtion  had  rjfkccty  and  he  very 
believed  nvifked  the  feparation  of  the  two  kingdoms,  by  breaking 
the  main  link  of  the  chain  by  which  they  were  connected — 
namely,  the  unity  and  identity  of  the  Executive  Branch  of  the 
Confutation. 

Mr.  St.  George  Daly  obferved  tliat  this  Jaft  -fentiment  of 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  came  from  the  Prefs,  where  he  remembered 
to  have  feen  it  aimed  verbatim  in  the  Hon.  Gentleman’s  words. — 
He  faid  inlinuations  had  been  thrown  out  againft  the  motives  of 
gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  ; he  defpiied  them  ; one  gen- 
tleman had  faid  he  juft  came  from  a meeting  of  the  Bar,  who 
voted  thanks,  and  refolved  to  give  precedence  to  a Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  been  difmided  from  office  ; that  might  have 
been  proper,  but  the  Plon.  Gentleman  went  farther,  and  faid 
they  were  ready  to  declare  any  man  a traitor  to  his  country  who 
fhould  accept  the  cilice.  What  arrogance  could  induce  any  gen- 
tleman to  attribute  this  di (honourable  and  illiberal  fentiment  to 
the  Irifh  Bar.  rle  was  convinced  they  were  incapable  of  it — 
they  knew  that  a man  might  accept  the  office  without  difhonour — 
and  if  they  did  not,  he  would  defpife  them.  This  practice  to 
attributing  unworthy  motives  to  gentlemen  was  not  to  be  borne. 
The  gentlemen  on.  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  fhall  not  do  it ; if 
they- throw  out  inch  indnuations  they  mnll  name  the  man — gen- 
tlemen fhould  not  be  bullied ! With  refpeCt  to  the  queftion,  he 
fhould  only  fay  he  remained  of  the  fame  mind  in  which  he  was 
yefterday,  and  fo  fhould  remain  till  his  under  flan  diilg  was  con- 
vinced. It  was  bafe  to  be  bribed- — very  bafe — but  it  was  bafer 
to  make  the  charge,  when  it  was  known  to  be  falie. 

Mr.  Pox  son  by  Vofe  to  vindicate  himfelf  from  what  he  con- 
ceived a perfonal  attack  by  Mr.  Daly  ; but  the  cry  of  fpoke  i 
fpoke ! from  the  other  fide  was  fo  loud  that  he  could  not  pro- 
ceed. 
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The  Speaker  interfered — and  faid,  that  if  Mr.  Ponfonby  rofe 
only  to  explain,  he  had  a light  to  be  heard — but  if  he  meant  to 
go  beyond  meie  explanation,  the  Houfe  mult  give  him  leave. 

The  cry  of  fpoke  ! continuing,  Mr.  Tighe  moved,  that  Mr. 
Ponfonby  be  permitted  to  fpeak  a fecond  time. 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  for  giving  him  leave  to  reply  to  a 
perfonal  application,  but  infilled  he  could  not  go  info  a general 
anfwer  without  exprefs  penniffion. 

Mr.  C.  Osborne  oppofed  the  motion  for  hearing  Mr.  Ponfonby 
— he  faid  there  were  feveral  gentlemen  who  had  been  up  ten  or 
twelve  times  and  could  not  meet  the  eye  of  the  Chair. — Mr.  Pon- 
fonby had  already  delivered  his  fentimeuts  twice  on  this  fubjedt- — 
and  he  did  not  wilh  to  hear  him  any  more. 

The  motion  was  carried  almoll  unanimoufly. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  faid,  that  no  man  who  had  the  feelings  of  a 
gentleman  would  refufe  to  do  that  which  the  Houfe  had  now  qj- 
moll  unanimoufly  done,  when  a perfonal  attack  had  called  on  a 
Member  to  rife.  It  was  faid  that  he  arrogated  to  himfeif  in  fay- 
ing, that  the  Bar  of  Ireland  were  ready  to  declare  any  man  an 
enemy  to  his  country  who  would  accept  the  office  lately  filled  by 
a Right  Hon.  Gentleman.  This  was  the  firit  time  he  had  ever 
heard  a gentleman  make  a private  converfation  the  fubjecl  of  a 
parliamentary  attack.  God  forbid  that  he  fhould  arrogate  to 
himfeif  the  right  of  fpeaking  the  fenfe  of  the  Bar — he  was  a 
very  humble  member  of  that  body,  and  was  happy  to  follow  their 
fpirit.  He  claimed  no  honour  but  that  of  defending  them  again  It 
their  calumniator.  Whether  he  had  faid  the  Bar  was  ready  to 
come  to  fuch  a refolution  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  mentioned 
he  could  not  fay — for  he  kept  no  regiller  of  his  private  conver- 
fations — but  he  was  convinced  he  might  fay  fo  with  truth — and 
he  appealed  to  many  gentlemen  who  heard  him  and  were  prefent 
at  that  meeting,  whether  the  general  fenfe  of  the  Bar  did  not 
appear  to  be  fo,  and  whether  they  were  not  reflrained  from  doing 
fo  by  the  advice  of  one  or  two  gentlemen,  who  thought  it  wife 
rather  to  confine  them  to  the  expreffion  or  their  elteem  and  thanks 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  and  others,  for  their  condudt  on  this 
qucltion.  But  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fays,  that  gentlemen  are 
not  to  be  bullied  ! I would  have  the  Hon.  Gentleman  know, 
that  neither  {hall  any  man  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  be  bullied — 
and  though  it  be  a word  he  was  not  much  in  the  habit  of  ufing, 
he  muft  lay  he  felt  the  moll  perfect  contempt  for  the  threats  of  that 
Hon.  Gentleman. 
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Mr.  Daly  replied,  that  the  coriverfation  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded had  not  been  addreffed  particularly  to  him,  but  had  been 
addreffed  to  a variety  of  gentlemen. 

Sir  J.  Blaquiere  had  thought  this  queftion  was  at  reft. 
What  more  could  gentlemen  want  than  the  declaration  made  laft 
night  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  he  would  not  prefs  the  meafure 
while  he  found  the  lenfe  of  the  country  againft  it.  This  attempt 
to  keep  the  fubjedt  alive  could  arife  only  from  defperate  faction 
which  wifhed  to  wear  gentlemen  out  by  debate.  On  the  whole,  he 
thought  this  was  an  unfortunate  meafure,  as  it  gave  new  ftrength 
to  fadfion,  which  but  for  it  would  not  have  again  railed  its  head. 
He  did  not  forefee,  he  confeffed,  that  fo  many  country  gentle- 
men would  have  oppofed  the  meafure — fo  many  indeed  had  gone 
over  to  that  fide,  that  one  might  think  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
at  the  other  fide  had  corrupted  them,  but  that  he  was  incapable 
of  it — he  meant,  did  not  know  how  to  corrupt. 

Sir  J.  Parnel  faid,  that  from  the  refufal  of  the  noble  Lord 
to  declare  that  he  would  not  again  propofe  the  meafure,  becaufe 
If  he  did  make  fuen  a promife,  he  could  not  bind  the  Parliament, 
he  inferred  that  he  would  again  prefs  it  when  an  occafion  of- 
fered— and  when  the  noble  Lord  talked  of  people  deciding  on 
what  they  did  not  underhand,  becaufe  they  declared  againft  an 
Union  without  knowing  the  terms,  he  ufed  the  language  of  a 
man  himfelf  ignorant  of  what  was  the  true  ftate  of  the  queftion. 
Could  any  man  be  fo  filly  as  not  to  know  what  the  queftion  really 
was  ? It  was  fimply  this — whether  the  Parliament  fhould  vote  to 
turn  themfelves  out  of  doors.  Were  they  ready  to  give  up  their 
condiments,  and  transfer  the  facredtruft  repofed  in  them,  becaufe 
they  did  not  underftand  the  queftion. — Was  any  Hon.  Gentleman 
fo  filly  as  not  to  underftand  it  ? — [Mr.  Alexander  faid  yes,  he  did 
not  underftand.] — [He  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker.] — I 
put  it  then,  faid  Sir  John,  to  the  broad  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  whe- 
ther they  could  miftake  it  ? — Whether  they  did  not  know  that 
it  was,  whether  the  Parliament  of  this  country,  and  the  indepen - 
dance  of  Ireland  fhould  he  given  up  for  ever  ? The  noble  Lord 
fays,  he  cannot  enter  into  any  promife  to  prevent  theie  great  ob- 
jects from  being  affailed.  Who  then  could?  The  Parliament  it- 
felf.  The  Houfe  might  by  a vote  declare,  that  they  would  never 
furreuder  the  Legiflative  Independence  of  Ireland,  and  yield  it 
to  the  dominion  of  another.  This  vote'  would  not  indeed  be 
law,  but  like  the  vote  of  A.giftment,  it  would  be  a declaration 
of  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  which  no  Minifter  would  attempt  to 
controvert.  Jt  was  degrading  to  the  very  name  of  'Parliament  to 
entertain  the  queftion  whether  they  fhould  put  an  end  to  their  own 
exiftence.  What  was  the  objedl  of  this  paragraph  ? It  was  to 
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bind  the  Houfe  to  conflder  that  queftion.  Either  declare  that 
you  will  never  entertain  that  queftion,  or  appoint  now  a day  to 
difcufs  it,  that  the  mind  of  the  nation  may  be  relieved  from  its 
anxiety,  and  the  fubjedl  fent  to  immortal  reft.  The  queftion  was 
fo  momentous,  that  he  believed  the  country  might  be  loll  if  the 
Houfe  would  thus  enter  into  a pablic  agreement  to  conllder  it, 
and  did  not  immediately  do  fo.  He  repeated  it,  that  what  the 
Secretary  had  faid  was  no  fecurity  againll  the  propofal  of  the 
meafure — and  if  he  wilhed  to  keep  himfelf  free,  the  Houfe,  at 
leall,  (hould  exprefs  their  fenfe  on  it.  Sir  John  then  adverted  to 
his  own  peculiar  lituation — declared  he  would  in  all  minor  points, 
fubmit  hi3  opinion  to  that  of  thofe  with  whom  he  afted,  but  this 
was  a queftion  of  paramount  importance,  which  endangered  the 
quiet  of  the  people  and  the  fafety  of  the  State.  He  declared  he 
had  received  great  favours  from  the  Crown,  for  which  he  would 
always  be  grateful — but  he  had  eaten  the  bread  of  his  country, 
and  he  would  repay  the  debt  ! He  difdaimed  party,  and  as  he 
had  always  avoided  it,  he  would  continue  to  do  fo,  and  remain 
only  of  the  party  of  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  Ireland — of 
the  party  of  his  conftituents,  who  had  given  him  whatever  con- 
fequence  he  pofiefted,  and  whole  interefts  he  would  never  forfake. 
It  had  been  laid  the  country  is  fo  impoverished  it  could  not  go 
on.  He  told  the  Houfe  that  Ireland  was  yet  equal  to  the  weight 
of  a ten  year’s  war — could  the  Parliament,  with  the  confidence 
of  the  country,  be  brought  to  vote  the  expences'of  it,  as  they 
had  done  with  him,  unanimoufly ; but  this  could  not  be,  if  they 
did  not  fhew  themlelves  the  guardians  of  the  people. — He  held 
that  a country  was  able  to  go  on  while  it  could  provide  taxes  to 
pay  the  intereft  of  its  loans.  This  country,  he  was  confident, 
could  do  fo — and  without  the  guarantee  of  England  could  find 
money  to  borrow,  if  England  would  let  her  money  market  be 
open  for  us,  as  it  was  for  the  Dutch  and  other  countries.  He 
repeated  that  the  country  had  abundant  rcfources  untouched,  and 
that  the  Treafury  was  never  fo  rich  as  at  this  moment.  Great 
Britain,  he  allowed,  had  generoufiy  helped  11s  to  defend  aurfelves, 
and  we  Ihould  be  grateful — but  it  was  not  true  that  we  could  not 
go  on  without  her  aid — we  were  as  necefiary  to  England,  as 
England  to  us. 

Mr.  Trench  (Woodlawn)  followed  Sir  John  Parnell.  As  I 
have  been  perfonally  alluded  to,  and  particularly  by  a Right  Hon. 
Baronet  who  has  juft  fat  down,  for  whom  I have,  in  common 
with  this  Houfe,  and  indeed  I may  fay  for  the  whole  nation, 
the  higheft  refpedft  ; I think  it  necefiary  to  fay  a few  words,  to 
vindicate  the  conliftency  of  my  conduA  on  the  laft  night’s  de- 
bate. 
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I then  declared  my  opinion,  that  the  decifion  of  this  Houfe, 
as  to  a L*egi'flative  Union,  would  be  premature,  until  the  fenti- 
ments of  the  people  of  Ireland  were  afeertained.  Under  that 
impreffion,  I declared  that  I did  not  approve  of  either  the  ori- 
ginal Addrefs,  or  the  Amendment  ; as  the  former  tended  to  com- 
mit  the  Houfe  in  favour  of  the  meafure,  and  the  latter  againd  it  ; 
but  that  I thought  the  Amendment  the  lead  objection  able  of  the 
two,  as  the  quellion  might  be  brought  forward  in  fome  other 
form.  From  what  occurred  afterwards  in  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bate, it  appeared  to  me  that  the  Amendment  would  put  a final 
negative  on  the  meafure  for  this  Seffion,  before  the  opinion  of 
the  People  could  be  fufficiently  known  ; and  as  the  Minider  had 
declared,  that  the  Addrefs  would  not  pledge  the  Houfe  to  adopt 
the  principle  of  a Union,  I therefore  laid  I ffiould  vote  for  the 
Addrefs.  My  objedl  was  dill  the  fame,  to  keep  the  quedion 
open  for  difeuffion,  though  I certainly  did  change  my  mind  as  to 
the  means  of  effecting  that  objedt.  I have  been  accufed,  and 
by  fome,  whofe  opinions  I refpedl,  of  indecifion  ; but,  in  my 
mind,  decifion  ought  to  follow,  not  precede,  difeuffion.  Hady 
decifion  is  not  always  a proof  of  wifdom  ; and  if  ever  there  was 
a quedion,  the  tranicendant  magnitude  of  which  would  judify 
indecifion,  it  is  furely  the  prefent.  I confefs  I have  not  that 
intuitive  knowledge  of  a great  and  comprehenfive  fubjedt,  fo 
complicated  in  its  relations  and  arrangements,  that  other  gentle- 
men may  have  ; but  of  this  I am  fure,  that  even  if  the  meafure 
be  intrinficaliy  and  abdradtedly  good,  yet,  if  the  People  are 
againd  it,  we  have  no  rigfct  to  force  them  to  a compliance. 
Though  the  match  may  be  an  advantageous  one  to  both  patties  ; 
yet,  if  the  inclinations  of  the  lady  are  decidedly  againd  it,  1 
would  not  recommend  even  that  gentle  violence,  which  fome  fup- 
pofe  is  agreeable  to  the  fair. 

The  City  of  Dublin  has  declared  its  fentiments  unequivocally  ; 
but  though  I highly  refpedi:  this  city,  yet  Dublin  is  not  all  Ire- 
land, nor  is  Ireland  the  whole  of  the  Britiffi  Empire  ; and  in 
the  fate  of  the  Britiffi  empire  is  involved  that  of  the  civilized 
world.  As  Iriffimen,  our  fird  duty  is  to  confult  the  welfare  of 
Ireland  ; but  we  are  not  to  negiedt  that  of  Great  Britain,  in 
which  we  are  fo  deeply  intereded,  and  whofe  generous  affidance 
we  have  fo  lately  experienced.  The  Roman  Catholics  of  this 
kingdom  have  not  yet  declared  their  fentiments  ; and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  outrages  that  have  lately  difgraced  fome  of  that  per- 
Yuafiou,  the  great  body  of  them  are  loyal  fubjedls ; and  their,  opi- 
nion ought  to  have  weight  with  the  Legislature.  If  many  of 
them  have  been  concerned  in  the  late  rebellion,  it  was  not  be- 
caufe  they  were  Roman  Catholics,  but  becaufe  they  were  igno- 
rant and  uninformed,  and  therefore  liable  to  be  deluded  by  the 
raifreprefentations  of  artful  leaders.  The  Reports  of  the  Secret 
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Cotnmitees  of  both  Houfes  have  proved  this  fa£l  ; the  great  vo- 
lume of  events  have  proved  it ; that  volume  fo  lately  unfolded 
to  our  view,  and  which  every  day,  nay  every  hour,  continues  to 
develope.  In  that  book,  the  genius  and  tendency  of  French 
revolutionary  principles,  and  the  deligns  of  their  abettors  in  this 
land,  are  written  in  characters  fo  broad  and  legible,  that  he  that 
runs  may  read,  they  flafh  conviction  on  the  moll  inattentive  ob- 
ferver : obllinate  and  inveterate  prejudice  can  alone  miltake  them. 
The  late  Rebellion  was  not  a war  of  one  feCt  of  Chrillianity 
againll  another,  but  of  Chrillianity  againft  Infidelity,  of  Reli- 
gion againll  Atheifm,  of  the  fupporters  of  Civil  Society  againll 
thofe,  who  willi  for  anarchy  and  confufior..  The  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  has  a predilection  for  monarchy  ; perhaps  even 
too  llrong  for  the  genius  of  our  free  Conftitution.  When  we 
confider  that  Roman  Catholic  loyalty  furvived  the  mifcondudl 
of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  even  of  the  lalt  pufillanimous  Tyrant, 
that  difgraced  the  regal  feeptre  of  the  Britilh  Illands  ; a charac- 
ter certainly  not  formed  to  infpire  that  enthufiallic  zeal,  that 
glowing  and  difinterelled  attachment,  that  naturally  warms  the 
breall  of  a good  fubjeCt  in  the  caufe  of  a brave,  a virtuous,  and 
a refpe&ed  Monarch  ; can  we  fuppofe  that  they  are  deficient  in 
that  vital  principle,  when  they  have  transferred  their  allegiance 
to  a family,  in  whom  the  moll  heroic  bravery  feems  hereditary, 
to  a Monarch,  in  whole  perfon  the  virtues  of  the  man  refieCl 
the  purell  lullre  on  the  facred  character  of  the  Sovereign. 
When  lately  our  foreign  enemies  combined  with  domellic  trai- 
tors, to  rob  us  of  the  invaluable  blellings  of  Britilh  connexion, 
many  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  that  perfuafion  flood  forth 
among  the  foremoll  in  the  ranks  of  loyalty,  and  proved  by 
deeds  their  attachment  to  their  King  and  the  Conllitution. 
An  honourable  and  learned  Member  has  expatiated  on  national 
pride  ; he  has  touched  a firing,  to  which  all  our  feelings 
vibrate  in  unifon  ; and  he  has  touched  it  with  a mallerly  hand. 
For  my  part,  I feel  a pride,  I hope  an  honell  and  a rational 
pride  in  being  an  Irilhman  ; but  I confefs  no  fmall  part  of  that 
pride  is  derived  from  the  connexion  of  Ireland  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. Whether  that  connexion  may  be  bell  fecuied  by  an  in- 
corporating Union,  or  whether  any  other  means  may  be  deviled 
more  effectual,  and  more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  Ireland, 
our  firll  and  great  objeCt,  may  require  ferious  and  impartial  con- 
fideration  ; but  I do  not  hold  myfelf  pledged,  fiom  any  thing  I 
have  laid,  either  in  this  or  a former  debate,  to  fupport  the  mea- 
fure  of  a Union  -I  only  with  for  a full  and  fair  difeuffion. 

Col.  Fitzgerald  fupported  the  paragraph,  as  did  Mr.  H. 
3).  Grady. 
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Mr.  Fitzgerald,  late  Prime  Serjeant. — Having  already  ex- 
prelfed  my  opinion  on  this  fubjedl,  I Ihould  not  have  intruded 
again  upon  your  attention,  if  fomewhat,  which  has  fallen  from 
the  Noble  Lord,  did  not  appear  to  me  to  bear  upon  the  enlight- 
ened and  uninfluenced  proieflion  of  which  I am  proud  to  be. 

I owe  the  Noble  Lord  all  perfonal  civility ; and  feel  that  I do 
him  a kindnefs,  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  remove  any  mif- 
conception.  I paufe  for  a reply;  (here  Lord  Caftlereagh  dif- 
claimed  any  intention  to  fay  any  thing  difrefpedlful  to  the 
Bar.)  The  Noble  Lord  has  anfwered  my  expectation  ; I 
did  not  think  it  polfible,  that  the  Miniller  of  Lord  Camden  and 
of  Lord  Cornwallis  could  entertain  an  idea  difparaging  to  that 
great  body,  which  lead  the  Spirit  of  Ireland,  to  arm  in  its  de- 
fence againft.  foreign  and  domellic  foes,  as  it  did  the  Virtue  and 
Talents  of  the  nation  to  refill  political  invalion.  And  here  give 
me  leave  to  fay,  that  that  profeflion  ever  has,  and  ever  will  be, 
the  moll  zealous  guardian  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their 
country.  I will  not  travel  back  into  remote  hillory,  but  call 
your  attention  to  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  this  country  owes 
to  that  profeflion  within  our  own  recolledlion.  What  does  it  owe 
to  that  diliinguifhed  chai'adler,  whofe  fucceflor  I unworthily  was  ? 
— -fublatmn  ex  oculis  quart mus  invidi  ; what  do  its  Agriculture  and 
Conllitution  owe  to  your  illullrious  Predeceflor  who  firll  attempted 
to  loofen  the  fetters  by  which  your  Legiflature  was  bound  ; and 
taught  the  Parliament  the  fecret  of  its  own  llrength. 

You,  Sir,  were  of  the  profeflion,  and  abdicated  it  much  to 
your  own  private  lofs  ; but  with  incalculable  advantages  to  the 
commerce  and  liberties  of  your  country — a country  in  whofe  gra- 
titude, I trull,  you  will  ever  live.  The  fervices  of  that  Pro- 
fcfiion  are  engraven  in  the  marble  of  the  Conllitution,  and  will 
not  be  forgotten  while  the  Irilh  Legiflature  exifts  ; for  vain  and 
impotent  mull  be  every  attempt  to  deprive  them  of  the  glory  of 
being  the  hrll  to  enrol  themfelves  for  the  proteClion  of  their  coun- 
try againtl  foreign  and  domellic  enemies,  and  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  feparate  and  independant  Legiflature  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  in  a fpeech  of  confiderable  length,  of 
which  we  can  give  but  an  imperfedl  abllradt,  declared  againll  ex- 
punging the  paragraph  which  recommended  Union  ; and  avowed 
his  opinion,  that  a Legillative  Incorporation,  provided  the  terms 
were  ju(ll  and  equitable  to  this  country,  would  be  beneficial  to 
Ireland,  and  to  the  Empire. 

He  Ihould  begin  by  noticing,  while  they  were  frelh  in  his  me- 
mory, fome  arguments  which  had  fallen  from  a Right  Honourable 
Baronet,  who  fat  oppofite  to  him,  (Sir  John  Parnel. ) In  an- 
fwer  to  the  fears  of  that  Right  Honourable  Baronet,  for  the 
tranquillity  of  the  metropolis,  if  an  Union  Ihould  be  carried. 


DEBATES. 


i ? i 


he  would  observe  that  he,  for  his  part,  felt  little  apprehenfion  of 
this  kind  ; and  even  though  there  fhould  be  fome  ground  for 
fuch  fears,  yet  he  was  ready  to  purchafe  the  permanent  tranquil- 
lity of  the  whole  kingdom,  at  the  expence  of  fome  temporary 
dillurbance  in  the  chief  City.  That  Right  Honourable  Baronet 
treated  Union  as  if  it  were  a meafure  wHofe  operation  was  to  put 
a period  to  the  exigence  of  the  Irifh  ConHitution.  He  begged 
to  obferve,  that  this  was  mere  and  unwarrantable  affumption  ; 
and  to  declare  that  he  did  not  confider  Union  as  producing  any 
fuch  effect.  The  Right  Honourable  Baronet  alferted,  that  Uni- 
on could  bellow  no  commercial  benefit,  except  the  Channel 
Trade:  He  would  reply,  that  if  Union  promoted  internal  har- 
mony and  peace,  it  would  give  that  foil,  from  whence  alone 
commercial  greatnefs  could  arife  ; and  therefore  in  fecuring  our 
tranquillity,  it  mufl  promote  our  trade.  He  applauded  the  No- 
ble Lord  for  his  promife  of  never  loling  fight  of  the  meafure  ; 
and  advifed  him  not  to  abandon  his  hope  of  one  day,  and  ere  long, 
opening  the  eyes  of  the  country  to  the  advantages  which  it 
would  produce.  He  heard  Union  obje&ed  to,  as  leading  to  fe> 
paration.  But  he  would  aflc  whence  came  it,  that  he  found  the 
enemies  of  Britifh  connexion  fo  foremoR  in  the  ranks  of  oppo- 
fition  to  an  Union  ? Did  they  refill  it,  becaufe  it  tended  to 
diffolve  that  connexion  which  they  abhorred  ? — Gentlemen  talk- 
ed of  our  wiilingnels  to  Hand  or  fall  with  England.  This  was 
the  mere  rant  of  a generous  fentiment,  which  an  angry  feeling 
might  eafily  fupplant.  Ele  for  his  part  would  rather  trail  the 
iirmnefs  of  the  connexion  to  a permanent  political  principle,  than 
to  a tranfient  rant  of  lpyalty.  If,  however,  we  were  thus  pre- 
pared to  Hand  or  fall  with  England,  what  coafolidation  could  be 
too  intimate  with  a country  with  which  we  profeffed  to  have  our 
intereRs  fo  clofely  blended  ? He  heard  fuch  contradictory  ob- 
jections founded  on  our  lituation,  that  he  found  it  difficult  to 
anfvver  them.  One  refilled  Union  on  the  ground  of  our  prof- 
perity  ; another  inveighed  againll  the  treachery  of  England,  in 
chooiingthe  moment  of  our  calamity  to  propofe  this  odious  mea- 
fure.— Thefe  Ulands  formed  one  Empire  : how  many  Legilla- 
tures  were  fufficient  for  one  Empire  to  contain  ? In  his  mind 
one  was  quite  enough.  Two  independant  Legiflatures  in  one 
Empire,  tended  to  produce  dilfenlions,  and  weaken  and  tear 
a funder  the  energies  of  the  whole  State.  Union  then,  by  allot- 
ting one  Parliament  to  one  Empire,  would  fortify  that  Empire  : 
fo  to  fortify  it  would  at  any  time  be  prudent  in  us,  inafmuch  as 
we  made  a part  of  that  Empire,  and  as  with  England  we  muil 
Hand  or  fall.  But  was  it  not  peculiarly  incumbent  on  us  to  for- 
tify the  Empire  now,  when  foreign  foes  and  intcHine  diffenfions 
demanded  the  utmoH  Hrength  of  refi  Ranee  that  we  'could  op- 
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pofe  ? Rut  Ireland  mull  facrifice  her  independance  ! — No ; fh<- 
was  only  called  on  to  incorporate  her  diftindtnefs  ; fhe  would  ftill 
have  her  due  (hare -and  weight  in  the  Imperial  Councils  ; a (hare 
proportioned  to  her  extent,  contribution,  and  refources.  Could 
any  man  who  heard  our  execrations  of  this  plan  conceive,  that  if 
executed,  we  (hould  thereafter  continue  to  live  under  the  theory, 
and  perhaps  begin  to  live  under  the  complete  practice  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Conftitution  ? — To  participate  fully  in  the  bleflings  of  that 
free  and  admirable  fyitem,  was  to  furrender  our  Liberties  and 
fubvert  our  Conftitution  ! — Our  prefent  diftindtnefs  tended  to 
feparation  : the  Regency  {hewed  this.  Our  independant  Lords 
and  Commons  appointed  a Regent  before  the  Britifu  Parliament 
had  named  one  : We  appointed  a Regent  with  unlimited  powers, 
though  we  kn£w  the  Englifh.  were  appointing  a Regency  with 
reftridted  powers.  Thu3  our  diftindtnefs  in  that  inftance  fnapped 
the  principle  afunder,  which  held  the  two  iflands  imperially  to- 
gether. That  principle  was  one  Executive  for  both  ; a principle 
enadted  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  If  his  Majefty’s 
illnefs  had  continued,  we  fhould,  in  confecjuence  of  our  diftindt- 
nefs,  have  had  different  Executives  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
The  rejedting  of  the  Commercial  Propofitions  was  another  fruit 
of  our  diftindtnefs ; they  were  rejedted  as  clogged  with  condi- 
tions derogatory  from  our  Conftitutional  Independance.  This 
objection  would  have  lain  to  an  Arrangement,  however  palpably 
advantageous  in  a commercial  view  ; and  yet  England,  perhaps, 
could  not,  compatibly  with  her  own  fecurity,  make  the  con- 
ceftion  without  annex,  ng  the  conditions.  Thus  our  Conftitutional 
Diftindtnefs  would  ftand  infurmountably  in  the  way  of  our  na- 
tional profperity,  Mr.  Smith  proceeded  to  (hew,  that  had  any 
of  thole  fehemes  of  radical  Reform,  which  he  had  known  pro- 
pofed  to  Parliament,  been  adopted,  we  fhould  have  had  thence- 
forth a Legiflature  differently  conftituted  from  that  of  Britain  ; 
and  thus  pur  diftindtnefs  would  produce  a manifeft  fource  of  ef- 
trangement  and  feparation.  If  the  mifehiefs  which  thus  arofe 
out  of  Diftindtnefs  of  Legiflation,  were  prevented  by  the  afeen- 
dant  influence  of  Britain,  what  would  thus  be  but  by  corruption, 
and  at  the  expence  of  morality  and  public  fpirit,  to  achieve  that 
which  might  have  originally  been  fecured  by  allotting  a fingle 
Legiflature  to  a fingle  Empire  ? Mr.  Smith  derided  the  idea  of 
contrafting  the  numbers  of  Irifli  and  Englifh  Memhers  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  This  contrail  flowed  from  the  erroneous 
notion  that,  though  our  Legiflatures  were  joined,  our  interefts 
would  remain  diftindt.  As  well  might  one  Irifh  province  com- 
plain that  the  number  of  its  Representatives  was  outweighed  by 
the  Reprefentatiyes  of  the  other  three.  Mr.  Smith  went  on  to 
demonftrate  the  competence  of  Parliament  to  conclude  an  Union, 
on  authority  and  principle.  Parliament,  he  Paid,  poffeffed  abfen 
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kite  power  ; and  cited  Coke  and  Blackftone  in  fupport  of  this 
polition.  If  the  Irifh  Parliament  was  incompetent  to  enadt 
Union,  the  Scottilh  Union  was  invalid  ; being  the  add  of  a not 
more  competent  Parliament.  What  ruinous  dodlrines  might 
follow  from  fuch  a dodlrine  ? His  Majefty’s  title  to  the  Throne 
of  Great  Britain  depended  on  the  fecond  article  of  the  Scotch 
Union,  which  limited  the  SuccefTion  to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover. 
Impeach  the  Union,  and  you  recognife  the  Pretender’s  title  to 
the  Scottifh  Crown.  If  the  Scotch  Union  was  invalid,  what  be- 
came of  thofe  Adis  which  had  fince  been  palled  in  that  illegal 
Affembly  which  was  mifcalled  the  Britifj  Parliament  ? What 
became,  for  inhance,  of  the  efficacy  of  that  Adi  of  Renunciation 
which  formed  the  bafis  of  Irifh  Independance  l — To  deny  the 
competence  of  Parliament,  was  to  alfert  the  fupremacy  of  the 
People  ; to  infill  that  in  certain  conjundlures  they  were  entitled 
to  didlate  to  their  Parliament  ; and,  as  this  fame  People  was 
to  determine  when  this  conjundlure  had  arifen,  the  dodlrine  would 
turn  our  mixed  Government  into  an  abfolute  Democracy. 

He  freely  admitted  that  Parliament  was  incompetent  to  fur- 
render  the  Liberties  and  Conllitution  of  the  country. 

(At  this  part  of  his  fpeech,  Mr.  Smith  was  interrupted  by  a 
loud  cry  of  “ hear” — from  fome  Members  that  fat  near  him  ; 
when  it  had  fubfided,  he  proceeded  thus  ;) 

I Hand  on  too  firm  ground,  to  be  embarralfed  by  the  infinua- 
tion,  which  is  involved  in  the  clamour,  by  which  I have  been 
interrupted. — I love  the  liberties  of  my  country  as  well  as  any 
man  that  hears  me  : I am  as  ready  as  any  other  man  to  Ihed  my 
blood  in  their  defence.  Parliament,  I repeat  it,  is  incompetent 
to  their  furrender  : not  becaufe  Legillative  Authority  is  limited 
by  the  Conllitution  ; but  becaufe  freedom  is  one  main  end  of  that 
Conllitution;  and  becaufe  to  violate  natural  rights,  is  tojullify 
revolt. — Let  it  be  proved  to  me,  that  to  promote  our  commercial 
profperity, — to  blend  and  harmonife  a divided  and  difeordant 
people, — to  fortify  that  common  Empire,  whofe  fecurity  is  our 
own, — to  give  Ireland  a due  and  efficient  weight  in  the  Imperial 
Councils  ; and  make  her  People  participate  fully  in  the  Britifii 
Conllitution  : — let  it  be  Ihewn  that  this  will  be  to  furrender  the 
Liberties  of  my  Country,  and  I lhall  vote  again!!  the  paragraph 
which  recommends  an  Union. 

Mr.  Egan,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Smith,  faid,  that  Lord  Somers, 
an  Englilh  lawyer,  had  no  more  right  to  objecl  to  the  Union, 
than  a Lawyer  who  was  called  in  to  draw  a conveyance  had  a 
right  to  examine  into  his  client’s  title.  The  opinion  of  an  Irifh 
Lawyer,  now  forced  to  give  his  opinion,  was,  that  the  Scotch 
Parliament,  unlefs  fpecially  empowered  for  that  purpofe  by  the 
pepple,  had  no  right  to  enad  an  Union.  The  Irifh  Parliament 
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alfo  was  incompetent  to  fuch  an  adt — and  if  he  had  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  have  voted  for  it,  he  would  next  morning  either  have 
committed  fuicide  or  withdrawn  himfelf  to  fome  cavern,  and  hid 
his  head  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Blackftone,  Somers,  and 
Coke,  were  all  Englilh  Lawyers — and  as  to  Blackftone,  let  him. 
believe  his  dodtrine  on  the  competency  of  Parliament  to  enadt  an 
Union  which  furrenders  the  liberty  of  the  country,  who  believes 
that  other  doctrine  laid  down  by  him  that  Ireland  was  dependant 
on  Great  Britain*  and  bound  by  the  Britifh  Parliament.  To 
that  dodtrine  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  formally  given 
the  lie  by  the  adt  of  1783,  which  he  did  not  conftder  as  z grant, 
but  as  a recognition  of  the  independance  of  Ireland.  And  if 
Blackftone  is  convidted  of  fuch  an  error  as  this  in  the  cafe  of  Ire- 
land, who  could  wonder  that  he  fiiould  decline  telling  the  High- 
landers that  their  country  had  been  fold,  and  deiiring  them  to 
come  down  and  make  war  upon  England  ? As  to  the  danger  of 
inculcating  this  incompetency  of  the  Scotch  Parliament,  there 
was  nothing  in  it. — The  lapfe  of  a century  has  given  validity  to 
the  meafure  which  has  been  acquiefced  under  as  legal  during  that 
time.  Having  got  (hut  of  the  law  authorities  proving  the  com- 
petency of  Parliament,  Mr.  Egan  went  farther,  and  denied  the 
right  of  the  people  themfelves  to  bind  their  posterity — and 
put  this  argument  in  a ftrong  point  of  view.  He  then  went  on 
to  ridicule  the  pretended  advantage  of  an  Union — and  ftated  ludi- 
croufly  enough  the  bleffing  of  having  our  iftand  called  Weft  Bri- 
tain— the  tax-gatherer  coming  to  levy  our  proportion  of  impofts 
for  the  imperial  fervice,  &c.  &c. 

Ur.  Browne  [College]  alfo  entered  into  a refutation  of  Mr. 
Smith’s  arguments.  He  faid  he  had  apprehended  at  firft  it  would 
he  necefi'ary  for  him  to  exprefs  his  diffent  from  the  arguments  the 
Learned  Gentleman  had  advanced  to  prove  the  competency  of 
Parliament  to  enadt  an  Union — but  he  was  agreeably  furprifed  to 
find,  in  the  clofe  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman’s  fpeech,  that  they  both 
perfedtly  agreed  in  opinion,  for  at  the  long  run  it  turned  out  that 
the  Learned  Gentleman  was  only  endeavouring  to  prove  that 
Jo  long  as  the  Conjlitution  lajled  the  Parliament  was  competent  to 
enadt  any  meafure,  becaufe  when  they  violated  any  of  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  nature,  then  the  Conjlitution  was  di/Jolved,  and 
the  people  were  authorifed  to  exercife  this  inherent  right  of  refill- 
ing the  wrong  or  tyranny.  So  that  this  argument  to  prove  the 
omnipotence  of  Parliament  conceded  the  point  in  difpute,  namely, 
that  they  were  not  competent  to  do  certain  acts — becaufe  when  they 
ventured  on  thofe  adts  their  authority  became  forfeited,  and  the 
people  were  juftified  in  exercifmg  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
called  the  rights  of  an  opprefl'ed  and  enflaved  people.  The 
Learned  Gentleman  attributed  this  dodtrine  of  the  limitation  of 
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the  legiflative  authority  to  Mr.  Paine — but  it  was  derived  from  a 
much  higher  fource,  it  was  the  doftrine  of  that  man  to  whom 
every  gentleman  in  that  Houfe  had  been  taught  to  look  up  in  his 
earliell  days  for  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution; — it  was  the 
do&rine  of  Mr.  Locke  who  declared  exprefsly,  that  there  were 
cafes  in  which  the  Legiflature  might  exceed  their  authority — 
that  in  filch  cafe  the  Government  was  diffolved — and  that  one  of 
thofe  cafes  was,  when  they  attempted  to  transfer  into  other  hands, 
the  powers  with  which  the  people  had  entrufled  them.  It  was 
laid,  the  Legiflature  had  a right  to  alter  the  Conftitution  in 
certain  cafes,  and  the  limitation  of  the  hereditary  fucceffion  and 
the  odtennial  bill  were  mentioned  as  inftances — But  was  there  no 
difference  between  altering  a Conftitution  for  the  better,  and 
abolifhing  it  all  together  r Or  did  the  Learned  Gentleman  mean  to 
infer,  that  becaufe  the  Legiflature  could  modify  certain  power 
poffefled — therefore  they  were  authorifed  in  transferring  thofe 
powers  for  ever  into  other  hands  ? Blackftone  had  been  mentioned 
as  an  authority — but  that  writer  would  not  admit  the  conftru&iort 
which  had  been  put  upon  him.  He  fays  indeed  that  the  Parlia- 
ment can  -do  every  thing — but  he  fays  the  reafon  why  the  law 
does  not  mention  a limit  to  their  authority,  is  becaufe  law  can 
never  fuppofe  that  which  would  be  a diffolution  of  all  law — that 
is,  it  will  not  fuppofe  that  a cafe  can  ever  occur  when  the-Lcgif- 
lature  by  exceeding  its  powers  will  juftify  the  people  in  reforting 
to  firft  principles.  Authorities  having  been  cited  on  this  quefti- 
on,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  citing  one  alfo.  Every  gentle- 
man knew  the  high  charadler  of  that  great  lawyer  Lord  Hobart — 
that  luminary  of  the  law  in  the  molt  exprefs  terms  afferted,  that  the 
power  of  Parliament  was  limited.  The  cafe.  was.  one  in  which 
the  city  of  London  claimed  under  a cuftom  of  the  city — they 
claimed  alfo  to  be  themfelVes  the  judges  of  that  cuftom — that  is 
to  be  Party  and  Judge  in  their  own  caufe.  This  right  of  judg- 
ing of  the  cuftom  they  claimed  under  a ftatute — but  my  Lord 
Hobart  declared  that  if  they  could  produce  an  hundred  ftatutes 
giving  them  fuch  a power,  he  would  pay  no  regard  to  them — 
for  it  was  contrary  to  one  of  the  firft  principles  of  natural  juf- 
tice,  that  a party  lhould  be  Judge  in  his  own  caufe,  and  there- 
fore any  law  conferring  fuch  a power  was  void.  He  expreffed  his 
concern  that  his  Hon.  Friend  lhould  entertain  fo  odd  a motion 
as  that  the  independance  of  this  country  was  its  greateft  curfe — 
for  to  that  moft  of  his  argument  feemed  manifeftly  to  tend. 
Dr.  Browne  concluded  by  reafon ing  againft  letting  this  paragraph 
ftandin  the  Addrefs. 

Mr.  Corry  faid,  that  he  heartily  joined  in  the  general  admi- 
ration of  the  fpeech  of  an  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Smith)  who 
had  delivered  fo  able  an  argument  in  fupport  of  the  meafure,  and 
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had  fo  ably  defended  the  competency  of  Parliament  to  difcufs  it. 
Much  expedition  had  been  railed  by  the  manner  of  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  who  got  up  profefiing  to  anfvver  that  argument  (Mr. 
Egan) — but  the  Houfe  would  recoiled!  how  he  had  done  fo. 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  mentioned  the  names  of  Lord  Coke,  Lord 
Somers,  and  Judge  Blackftone,  to  whom  the  former  argument 
referred  for  authorities.  He  obferved  of  the  firft,  that  he  was  a 
Lawyer  who  wrote  for  the  Empire,  and  fo  difmifled  Lord  Coke 
— of  the  fecond,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  faid,  that  though  it  was 
true  he  was  one  of  thole  who  drew  the  articles  of  Union 
between  England  and  Scotland,  yet  he  could  not  be  expedted  to 
objedt  to  the  competency  of  the  contradting  parties,  no  more  than 
a Lawyer  employed  to  draw  a fettlement,  could  have  the  audaci- 
ty to  offer  an  opinion  upon  the  titles  of  the  contradling  parties. 
The  likenefs  dated  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  of  Lord  Somers  to 
the  conveyancer  draughting  in  his  office  neceffarily  recalled  the  old 
addition  that  the  profeffional  habits  of  Lawyers  made  them  often 
unfit  for  great  Statefmen,  and  it  was  to  be  feared  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  brought  himfelf  into  that  predicament,  unlefs  he  ffiould 
hrll  fhew  why  he  was  to  be  completely  exempt  himfelf  from 
a charge  which  at  the  fame  moment  he  brings  againfl  that 
able  and  exalted  character,  Lord  Somers,  whole  opinion  of  the 
competency  of  Parliament  to  contract  the  Union,  was  never 
queftioned,  and  by  vvhofe  condudt  it  wras  eftabliffied.  He  next 
proceeds  to  overthrow  the  authority  of  Blackftone  by  faying-,  that 
the  fame  man  held  that  Ireland  was  bound  by  the  adls  of  the  Bri- 
tiffi  Parliament — and  offers  as  a refutation  of  that  dodtrine  of 
Judge  Blackftone,  the  Adi  of  Renunciation.  Blackftone  ftated 
the  fadl  as  it  flood,  as  he  found  it  on  the  face  of  the  llatute  book, 
where  it  certainly  never  ought  to  have  been  found — blit  being  there, 
he  could  llate  the  fadl  no  otherways  than  he  did,  before  the  re- 
peal of  the  adl  6.  Geo.  I. — Of  that  llatute  Ireland  thought  fit 
to  demand  the  repeal  by  the  adl  of  renunciation — and  that  very 
demand  of  Ireland,  and  that  llatute  of  renunciation  are  the  proof 
of  Blackftone  being  well  founded — wrote  what  was  the  cafe  de 
fafto — and  he  could  have  ftated  nothing  againfl  the  then  fubftfting 
llatute,  unlefs  he  had  thought  fit  to  adopt  the  expreffions  of  fome 
of  thofe  Lawyers  of  the  prefent  day,  who  had  faid  in  that  Houfe 
that  it  would  not  be  unconftitutional  to  refill  the  law  of  the  land, 
though  enadled  under  the  authority  of  the  three  branches  of  the 
Legiflature — an  affertion  which  he  thought,  when  he  firft  heard  it, 
nothing  fhort  of  High  Treafon,  and  he  remained  of  the  fame 
opinion.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  proceeded  to  fay,  the  Houfe 
fhall  hear  the  authority  of  Iriffi  Lawyers,  and  begins  by  Rating 
that  he  has  himfelf  been  for  16  years  at  the  head  of  his  profeffion 
— but  he  did  not  recoiled!  that  any  argument  followed  to  fhew 
the  grounds  on  which  that  great  authority  founded  itfelf  on  this 
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queftion.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  next  refers  to  an  Hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  fecond  bench,  for  whofe  opinion  great  refpeft  was 
entertained,  but  Mr.  Corry  defired  the  Houfe  to  recoiled:  that  the 
opinions  of  the  Irifh  Bar  upon  this  queftion  were  certainly  not 
all  on  one  fide  of  the  queftion,  either  in  the  Houfe  or  out  of  it 
— firft,  the  meeting  of  the  Bar  was  not  unanimous — and  though 
the  minority  there  was  certainly  outnumbered  in  a very  great  pro- 
portion, yet  it  was  to  be  confidered  how  great  a number  of  the 
juvenile,  warm,  and  inexperienced  part  of  the  profeffion  that  ma- 
jority contained — and  it  muft  alfo  be  acknowleged  that  the  mino- 
rity who  were  at  the  meeting  with  the  acceffion  of  other  names 
and  characters  who  fupport,  and  maintain  their  opinions,  though 
not  at  the  meeting,  is  of  as  much  refped  as  that  of  any  other  fet  of 
men  whatever — of  which  the  argument  lately  delivered  by  an 
Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Smith;  was  one  fhimng  proof.  Other 
proofs  were  to  be  feen  in  the  fpeeches  and  characters  of  other 
Lawyers  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  likewife — but  if  Irifh  autho- 
rities are  referred  to,  let  the  people  of  Ireland  look  to  the  autho- 
rities which  have  been  lately  exhibited  in  another  place  not  far 
diftant — he  meant  the  authorities  of  the  firft  Law  Lord — of  the 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas — of  the  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer — the  Lord  Chancellor,  whofe  found  and  fundamental 
knowledgje  he  had  not  heard  arraigned,  fupported  the  queftion 
againft  the  Hon.  Gentleman — the  Chief  Juftice,  Lord  Carleton, 
whofe  able  and  difpaflionate  opinions  were  univerfally  refpetled, 
fupported  the  queftion  againft  him, — the  Chief  Baron,  Lord  Yeh 
verton,  that  great . conftitutional  authority — one  of  the  fathers 
of  the  independancy  and  liberties  of  Ireland,  fupported  the  quef- 
tion againft  him.  Would  the  Hon,  Gentleman  charge  that  name 
for  which  he  has  fo  often  exprefled  his  veneration,  as  acting  upon 
the  principles  of  a conveyancer,  and  betraying  that  Conftitution 
and  thofe  Liberties  which  he  had  fo  ably  affifted  to  eftablifh — let 
the  people  of  Ireland  look  to  thofe  authorities  with  whom  they 
are  better  acquainted  than  with  the  venerable  names  of  Coke, 
Somers,  Blackftone— they  know  them  fufficiently  to  pronounce 
between  them  and  the  authority  of  the  Plon.  Gentleman,  whether 
or  not  the  Parliament  are  proceeding  to  deftroy  the  independance, 
and  facrifice  the  conftitutional  liberties  of  Ireland. 

Much  has  been  faid  of  the  Conftitution  of  1782  ; and  it  was 
afterted,  that  the  meafures  now  propofed  went  to  facrifice  what 
had  then  been  gained— -but  fee  what  the  queftion  of  1782  was: 
—-Great  Britain  at  that  time  exercifed  a power  to  legiftate  for 
Ireland,  paramount  to  her  own  Legiflature,  w'hich  exercife  Ire- 
land refilled,  upon  the  conftitutional  principle  of  not  being  bound 
by  the  authority  of  any  body  of  men  whatever,  extrinfic  of  her 
own  Legiflature,  in  which  Legiflature  alone  the  people  of  Ire- 
land were  reprefcnted.  They  took  ground  upon  this  principle. 
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namely,  that  Reprefentation  and  Legiflation  were  inseparably 
conne&ed  by  the  Conftitution ; and  that  Ireland,  not  being  re- 
presented in,  they  could  not  be  bound  by,  the  BritiSh  Legisla- 
ture. The  queilion  was  the  Same  as  that  oS  America,  where 
refiftance  had  been  made  againft  Legiflation  without  Representa- 
tion. Founded  in  that  principle  irreSragably,  Ireland  Succeeded 
in  her  claims  to  be  Sree  Srom  any  authority  of  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  in  which  (he  had  no  {hare,  and  no  reprefentation  ; 
and  the  A6t  of  Renunciation,  giving  up  all  claim  of  that  kind 
in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  was  paffed  there,  and  our 
Independancy  finally  eftablifhed. 

But  in  1785,  the  Commercial  Propofitions  again  Setup  an 
indiredt  invafion  of  the  Independancy  So  established  by  a pro- 
pofed  compadt,  that  Ireland  fhould,  on  commercial  Subjects,  pafs 
laws  Similar  to  thofe  which  might  be  paffed  in  Great  Britain. 
This  came  to  the  fame  effedt,  as  if  Ireland  was  to  be  legislated 
for  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  She  had  no  {hare 
and  was  not  reprefented,  and  Such  a compadl  was  accordingly 
refilled ; and  the  Conftitution  of  1782,  founded  on  the  insepa- 
rable connexion  between  Reprefentation  and  Legiflation  was 
maintained  and  eftablilhed.  Gentlemen  then,  who  aSfert  that  the 
prefent  meafures  are  a Surrender  of  the  principles  of  1782,  mult 
Shew  that  they  go  to  eftablifh  that  Ireland  Shall  again  be  bound 
by  a Parliament,  wherein  fhe  Shall  have  no  Share,  and  not  be  re- 
presented. Now,  the  reverfe  is  diitindtly  the  fadt  ; for  the  prefent 
meafures  have  for  their  objedt,  not  that  Ireland  {hould  be  bound 
by  the  Britifli  Legislature  without  having  Share,  and  being  re- 
prefented in  that  Legislature  ; but  that  the  British  Legislature 
and  that  of  Ireland  Should  be  united  together  into  one  body,  in 
which  Ireland  Should  have  her  due  proportionate  Share,  and  fair 
and  conftitutional  reprefentation  ; fo  that  the  Legislatures  of  the 
three  kingdoms  Should  be  melted  into  one  mafs,  that  their  triple 
powers  Should  be  reduced  to  unity  on  fair  and  juft  terms  ; and 
that  they  Should  form  one  great  conftitutional  Reprefentative 
Legislature  for  the  Empire  ; and  therefore  thofe  who  fupport 
that  meafure,  are  adting  in  perfedt  conliftency  with  the  principles 
established  in  1782,  and  fupported  and  maintained  in  1785. 

But  the  Houfe  will  recollect,  that  an  Honourable  Baronet  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  incorredtly  Slated  that  this  meafure  was 
inconi'iftent  with  the  principles  of  1782,  proceeded  to  another 
topic,  equally  calculated  to  enflame  the  public  mind.  Pie  Stated 
the  entire  catalogue  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  namely, 
the  powers  of  war  and  peace,  the  church,  the  army,  &c.  and 
followed  the  catalogue  by  an  aSTertion,  that  thefe  were  concef- 
fions  from  this  country  to  Great  Britain  ; an  aSTertion  equally  tin- 
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founded  as  the  former,  but  equally  calculated  to  enflame  and  to 
miflead  the  people  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Corry  here  went  into  a reply 
to  Sir  Laurence  Parfons’s  fpeech.  Mr.  Corry  faid,  he  would 
only  add  one  word  on  the  effed  of  the  amendment  which  was 
intended  to  preclude  an  anfwer  to  that  part  of  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne.  The  writ  for  returning  the  Commons  to  Parliament, 
direds  that  they  fhould  be  returned  to  confult  de  arduis  Regni . 
The  Houfes  being  met,  the  feffion  opens  by  a fpeech  from  the 
Throne,  certifying  both  Houfes  of  the  caufes  and  confideration 
of  fummoning  the  Parliament,  without  which  opening  by  a fpeech, 
neither  Houfe  can  proceed  to  any  bufmefs  whatfoever,  of  which 
the  intricacies,  at  the  time  of  the  Regency  queftion,  give  one 
inflance.  If  in  reply  to  that  fpeech,  either  Houfe  of  Parliament 
fhall  proceed  to  anfwer  and  to  declare,  that  they  will  not  at  any 
time  enter  into  confideration  of  a certain  fubjed,  it  becomes  an 
indecent  and  unconflitutional  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  other 
two  branches  of  the  Legiflature — of  the  Crown,  which  has  the 
conftitutional  right  to  fugged,  and  of  the  Lords,  who  have  the 
conftitutional  right  to  difcufs,  and  tranfmit  their  deliberations  and 
refolutions  for  the  concurrence  of  the  Commons.  Let  the  Com- 
mons make  the  cafe  their  own  ; for  inflance,  on  the  fubjed  of 
Union,  it  was  faid  in  fome  of  the  Pamphlets,  that  it  was  to  be 
accompanied  by  an  arrangement  of  Tithes.  Suppofe  the  Bench 
of  Bifhops  had  rifen  in  another  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  refolv- 
ed  that  they  would  at  no  time  take  into  confideration  the  fubjed 
of  Tithes,  would  it  not  be  placing  the  Refolution  of  the  Lords 
as  a barrier  againfl  the  rights  of  the  Commons  to  difcufs  that 
fubjed,  and  to  fend  up  their  Refolutions  to  the  other  Houfe  ; 
and  would  it  not  in  effed  be  to  fet  up,  as  in  the  arrogant  vote 
of  Agiftment  mentioned  by  a Right  Hon.  Baronet  (Sir  John 
Parnel)  the  Refolution  of  one  Houfe  of  Parliament  in  a usurp- 
ed authority,  equal  to  a reftridive  and  prohibitory  law  of  the 
three  branches  of  the  Legiflature  ? Mr.  Corry  concluded  with 
afferting,  that  the  meafures  propofed  to  be  hereafter  confidered, 
were  thofe  which  alone  could  be  effedual,  accompanied  by  the 
approbation  of  Parliament  and  of  the  Country — and  to  reftore 
tranquillity  and  permanent  profperity  to  Ireland. 

Col.  Verekf.r  was  againfl  the  Paragraph  ; and  repelled  with 
great  fpirit  the  charge  of  being  dupes,  which,  he  faid,  was  made 
by  Lord  Caftlereagh  on  the  country  gentlemen. 

Lord  Castlereagh  explained.  He  had  only  recommended 
it  to  them  to  confider  before  they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  dup~ 
ed  by  a fadion. 
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Sir  John  Freke. — I oppofed  the  Addrefs,  and  fupported  the 
Amendment  of  my  honourable  Friend.  I will  now  oppofe  this 
Paragraph  ; as  I will,  on  every  occafion,  any  attempt  to  wreft 
from  this  Country  its  rights  and  independance. 

Mr.  Arthur  Moore. — I had  flattered  myfelf  with  the  hope, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  difapprobation  of  this  meafure,  which  was 
yefterday  fo  unequivocally  manifefted  by  fo  refpedlable  and  inde- 
pendant a part  of  this  Houfe,  would  have  led  on  this  day  to  a 
diftindft  abandonment  of  a projett,  fo  wild  and  vifionary  in  its 
nature,  fo  repugnant  to  the  fenfe  and  feelings  of  this  Nation, 
and  fo  critically  dangerous  to  the  permanent  interefts  and  lafting 
Confolidation  of  the  Britilh  Empire.  But  how  have  I been  dif- 
appointed  at  hearing  the  intemperate  and  peevifh  declamation  of 
the  Noble  Lord  ; m which,  while  he  arraigns  the  motives  of 
gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  arid  feems  regardlefs  of  the  fenfe  of 
the  Country,  he  perfeveres  with  the  moft  incorrigible  pertinacity, 
and  the  moll  infulting  pervicacity,  in  defpiteof  yefterday’s  defeat 
or  this  day’s  reproaches  ; without  regard  either  to  experience  or 
diferetion,  again  to  fight  this  unequal  ftate-battle  in  the  fame  field, 
where  the  independance  and  virtue  and  talent  of  the  Nation  had 
fo  recently  obtained  fuch  a fignal  triumph  over  the  corrupt  and 
infiaious  policy  of  thofe  who,  under  the  plaufible  pretext  of  na- 
tional fecurity  and  imperial  confolidation  of  intereft,  had  aimed 
the  moft  mortal  blow  at  the  profperity,  happinefs,  and  liberties 
of  Ireland.  But  gentlemen  who  object  to  this  claufe  ftahding 
part  of  the  Addrefs,  are  accufed  of  wantonly  provoking  this 
iecond  debate,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  Union,  after  the  explicit 
declaration  of  the  Noble  Lord  yefterday,  viz.  that  he  'would pay 
every  refpecl  to  the  fentiments  of  jo  refp  eel  able  a minority , though  he 
never  would  lofe  fight  of  the  objeB.  This,  it  feems,  was  to  be  the 
pledge  of  our  fecurity — the  guarantee  of  our  exiftence  as  an  in- 
dependant Legifiature — the  tenure  of  our  Conftitution — and  how 
has  the  Noble  Lord  kept  his  word  ; how  has  he  ftiewn  his  refpett 
for  the  fentime nts  of  fo  rcfpeBable  a minority  ? by  bellowing  upon 
them  the  moft  intemperate  and  indiferiminate  abufe  ! by  the 
imputation  of  the  moft  mifehievous  motives — the  moft  dangerous 
principles — the  moft  unjuftifiable  means — and  by  an  imitation  of 
that  indecent  ftile  of  invedlive  and  low  feurrility,  which  fo  emi- 
nently charadlerifes  the  wretched  oratory  of  fome,  for  the  ralh- 
nefs  of  whofe  political  enterprifes,  and  the  vulgarity  of  whofe 
thoughts  and  fentiments  I never  wilh  to  fee  him  forego  the  na- 
tural diferetion  of  his  own  mind,  and  the  acquired  urbanity  of 
his  educated  habits.  I mull,  however  admit,  Sir,  that  if  the 
Noble  Lord  has  failed  in  his  prorrjifed  refpedft  for  the  fentiments 
of  his  opponents  on  this  fubjedfc,  he  has  been  true  to  the  latter 
part  of  his  declaration,  namely,  that  he  would  never  lofe  fight  of 
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tfje  oijeft  ; and  indeed  the  ftrenuous  efforts  that  have  been  this 
night  made  to  retain  the  Paragraph  objected  to,  as  part  of  the 
Addrefs,  moft  evidently  fhew,  that  we  are  to  expert  neither  reft 
nor  recreation  ; ceffation  from  labour,  or  intermillion  of  difeuf- 
lion,  until  this  Houfe  fliall  have  compelled  the  Noble  Lord  either 
unequivocally  to  abandon  the  meafure,  or  to  ceafe  to  be  the 
Minifter,  under  whofe  aufpiees  it  (hall  again  be  brought  forward. 
And  therefore,  Sir,  let  it  not  be  faid,  that  gentlemen  on  this 
fide  of  the  Houfe  are  a fccond  time  agitating  the  Country  by  a 
fecond  difcufiion  of  this  momentous  fubjedt  ; we  wilhed  never  to 
have  heard  of  it  again  ; we  hoped  we  Ihould  not — and  if  the 
Country  is  agitated,  and  the  queftion  a fecond  time  difeuffed, 
the  Minifter  is  anfwerable  for  the  confequences  ; who,  with  the 
moft  obftinate  infiftence  perfeveres  in  retaining  that  Paragraph, 
which,  according  to  his  own  explanation  of  its  enigmatical  lan- 
guage, contains  an  implied  approbation  of  the  principle  of  an 
Union  of  our  Legiflature  with  that  of  Great  Britain.  Another 
charge  made  this  night  againft  thofe  who  oppofe  this  ruinous 
projedf  is,  that  we  have  ufed  warm  and  paffionate  language,  cal- 
culated to  inflame  and  prejudice  the  public  mind,  upon  a lubjedl 
which  ought  to  be  temperately  difeuffed  and  calmly  invelligated. 
I appeal  to  the  Houfe,  whether  there  has  been  any  warmth  or 
violence  of  language,  or  manner  manifefted  on  this  fide  of  the 
Ploufe,  in  any  degree  proportionate  to  the  wild  and  headlong 
declamation,  in  which  the  Noble  Lord  has  this  night  exhibited 
the  intemperance  of  puerile  indiferetion,  and  the  difappointment 
of  minifterial  ambition.  But  how  is  it  pofilble  to  fpeak  upon 
fuch  a fubjedf  without  warmth  and  feeling  ? How  is  it  poflible 
to  reflect  on  the  means  that  have  been  ufed  to  lteal  this  meafure 
upon  us  through  all  the  fecret  windings  of  minifterial  treachery 
and  perfidious  policy,  without  rage  and  indignation  ? How  is 
it  poflible  to  be  cool  and  difpafiionate  when  the  deareft  interefts 
of  a Nation — the  moft  important  concerns  of  an  Empire — the 
moft  prized  and  valued  privileges  of  human  nature — the  liberty, 
happinefs,  and  profperity  of  millions  of  men,  are  put  to  the  iffue 
of  a meafure,  introduced  in  language  metaphorically  obfeure 
and  ftudioufly  infidious,  fupported  by  men  of  confummate  imbe- 
cillity  and  pre-eminent  public  profligacy,  and  brought  forward  on 
the  heels  of  invafion  and  rebellion  ; — before  the  focial  order  and 
regular  fubordination  of  fociety  have  been  reftored — and  before  the 
rancorous  contentions,  the  bitter  animofities  of  men,  and  the  un- 
exampled calamities  of  the  Country  (tho*  fail  fubfiding)  have 
yet  altogether  given  way  to  returning  confidence  and  coincidence 
of  opinion — to  the  fentimerit  of  national  unanimity,  3nd  to  the 
bleffing  of  re-eftabliftied  tranquillity  ? For  my  part,  Mr,  Speaker, 
1 muft  candidly  declare,  that  confidering  every  circumftance  of 
men  and  things — of  manner  and  occafion — of  pretext  and  defign 
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— ol  arrangement  and  execution — I am  fo  horror-ftruck  with 
this  wicked  mvafion  of  the  independance  of  this  land,  that  1 am 
not  only  incapable  of  ufing  any  other  than  warm  and  paffionate 
language  ; but  I eonfefs  my  felt  to  be  at  this  moment  little  fhort 
ot  pirenfy.  I am  frantic  when  1 coniiderthe  duplicity  and  craft 
to  which  this  nation  has  been  made  the  facrifice  ; the  double  deal- 
ing and  inlidtoufnefs  by  which  her  diltraCtions  have  been  made 
the  pretext  for  the  furrender  of  her  liberties  ; and  the  audacity 
and  wickcdnefs  by  which  that  Conititution,  fo  recently  alferted 
by  Ireland  and  reccgnifed  by  England  has  in  the  moment  of  nati- 

0 tal  weak,  els  a id  calamity  been  attempted  to  be  undermined  and 
ove;  thrown.  Oh!  unhappy  country  ! how  fuccelsfully  have  thine 
enemies  taken  advantage  of  thy  diflenfions  ? With  what  a careful 
and  judicious  hand  have  they  low  n the  feeds  of  thy  deftrutfion  f 
The  errors  ; the  delufions  ; the  ciimes  of  fame  of  thy  people, 
Iuivj  been  the  pretext  for  an  attack  upon  the  liberties  of  all ! 
Lad  you  never  been  divided,  the  furrender  of  your  national 
price,  and  independance  had  never  been  demanded  ! Unite i now, 
hot  in  the  hollow  embrace  of  iniquitous  republican  fraiernifation,  but 
in  t -e  loyal-  irrcjjlible  Union  of  a brave  and  free  people  refolved  to 
preferve  their  ,nvaloa'de  Corfl  tution  againfl  all  innovation  or  to  pe- 
rfh  wit  j it  J Unite  thus , and  there  is  no  array  of  power  or  policy 
which  can  ie  -brought  io  ajfail your  lilerties  but  mrdl  vanifh  and  Jink 
to  nothing  bej  jrs  the  tremendous  unanimity  of  an  undivided  people  ! 

Sir,  i have  often  heard  it  argued  with  great  fuccefs*  and  I 
thin  : with  excellent  rcafon,  that  the  feafon  of  war  is  of  all  others 
the  molt  improper  for  the  experiment  of  conftitutional  improve- 
ment or  innovation.  If  a Reform  in  the  Representation  of  the 

1 eople  in  Parliament  (for  which  I do  not  profefs  myfelf  an  advo- 
cate at  th:s  d y ) were  propofc d,  it  .has  uniformly  been  oppoled  upon 
the  ground  oi  the  time  being  unfeafonable  for  innovation  and  ex- 
periment.  If  a motion  be  made  for  a Reform  of  the  Scotch 
Boroughs,  or  the  fyflem  of  government  for  India,  it  is  refilled  by 
the  argument  that  under  the  exilling  circumllances  of  the  country, 
it  is  dangerous  to  agitate  the  public  mind  by  topics  which  have  a 
direct  tendency  to  niter  or  even  regenerate  our  eftabft  fitments — 
and  yet  here  is  a queftion  not  of  innovation  but  iubverhon  ; not 
of  alteration  but  extinction  ; not  of  regeneration  but  of  death — 
a queftior,  not  to  improve  or  ameliorate,  but  to  dtltroy  and  annihi- 
late the  popular  part  of  the  Conititution  of  Ireland,  brought 
forward  at  a perod  of  extern  ;1  war  and  domdlic  troubles,  under 
the  at  Ipicfs  of  that  fame  Minifter  who  has  fo  repeatedly  and  fo 
juftly  oppi  fed  the  arguments  of  time  and  circutnjlances,  to  projects 
io  infinitely  inferior  in  digiirty  and  importance  to  the  meafnre 
now  umder  the  contemplation  of  this  Houfe.  Sir,  I have  very 
little  doubt  that  a proportion  to  dilfolve  and  overthrow  the  Po- 
pular branch  of  our  Conititution  would  be  little  if  at  all  fhort  of 
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Treafon,  but  undoubtedly  would  be  an  overt  a£t  of  High  Treafon, 
inafmuch  as  it  might  lead  by  dire6t  confequenee  to  a compelling 
the  King’s  death,  and  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation  that  the  princi- 
pal overt-a6ls  in  the  indictments  againlt  Hardy,  Tooke  and  the 
reft,  were  for  confpiritig  to  alter  and  overturn  the  JLegiflalure9  Rule  and 
Government  now  happily  and  duly  ejlablijloed  in  thefe  kingdoms , and 
f or  writing  and  difperfng  and  caujing  to  be  written  and  difperfed papers 
pamphlets  and J'o forth , tending  to fubvert  and  alter  the  Legflalure , Rule 
and  Government  of  thefe  kingdoms » When  therefore  a Right  Horf. 
Gentleman  talks  of  Trealon  to  loyal  men,  he  ought  to  recolledt 
the  precedent  of  thofe  indidlments,  au,'  that  there  is  a nearer 
connexion  with  Treafon,  between  the  condudt  of  perlons  who 
would  propofe  the  alteration  and  fubverfon  of  our  Legjflature,  mid 
circulate  wicked  and  pernicious  writings  for  that  purpole,  than  any 
which  can  be  traced  to  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  fuch  as  boldly 
c°iitend  for  the  integrity  and  inviolability  of  the  Confutation. 
It  has  b een  argued  with  great  labour  and  fubtilty  that  Parliament 
has  at  prelent,  without  the  previous  alien t of  the  Nation,  lull  and 
entire  competence  to  enter  into  an  incorporate  Union  with  the 
Legiflature  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  fupport  them  in  this  princi- 
ple, Gentlemen  refort  to  the  opinions  of  Lord  Coke  and  Judge 
Biackltone,  who  both  fay  that  the  power  and  jurildiction  of  Par- 
liament is  tranfeendant,  abfolure, . omnipotent,  audio  I admit  it 
is,  in  the  extra fe  of  its  cnnfitxUonal  functions , io  long  (as  Black- 
ftone  fays)  as  tht  Confitution  lajls  the  power  of  Parliament  is  abfo - 
lute  and  without  controul,  , or  in  other  words,  fo  long  as  it  acts 
within  the.fphere  of  the  Confiitution,  it  is  omnipotent — it  is  om- 
nipotent in  legislation,  and  in  the  c xercife  of  all  the  powers  and 
energies  of  the  Hate,  but  it  is  only  a Prufee  for  t;:e  Confutation , 
whoje  power  is  fovereign,  paramount  and  ftper-ruhng , it  is  'omnipo- 
tent to  preferve , not  to  dejiroy  the  fovereign  power  of  the Jlatc,  it  is 
omnipotent  in  the  difpeniafion  of  Government,  but  cannot  anni- 
hilate it,  or  any  branch  of  it.  The  Eegiflature  therefore  when  it  is 
called  delpotic,  is,  I conceive,  only  io  fub  niodo , it  is  defpotic 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes  as  long  as  it  acts  according  to  the  rules 
and  princ  pies  of  the  Conilitution,  whole  organ  ic  is,  but  it  lu 
reft  rained  and  limited  from  the  com  mi  Irion  of  any  a 61  which  nhav 
alter  or  abrogate,  injure  or  deftroy,  that  Confiitution  or  any  of 
its  conliituent  members*  And  I would  again  refer  the  Houle  to 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  h.s  redactions  on  the  French 
Revolution,  page  28  for  illuilration  of  tins  fubjeit,  when  he 
fays  “ the  Houle  of  Lords  is  not  competent  to  ditfolve  itfelf.  nor 
“ to  abdicate,  if  it  would,  its  proportion  in  the  Legiflature 
“ of  the  kingdom.”  The  King  cannot  abdicate  for  the  Monar- 
**  chy,  though  he  may  for  his  own  Perlon  ; by  as  ft  rang,  < r by  a 
“ fronger  reafonXlvi  Houfe  of  Commons  cannot  renounce  us  (hare 
“ of  authority,  &c.”  It'  is*  indeed,  curious  to.  obfervv;  Mr. 
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Speaker,  the  courfe  of  the  debate  upon  this  part  of  the  queftion, 
the  Noble  Lords  fets  out  with  a Philippic  againft  the  legal  part  of 
the  Houfe,  and  feems  to  defpife  altogether  the  opinions  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  upon  this  fubjedf,  and  yet  it  is  eafy 
to  obferve  that  his  main  reliance  this  night  is  on  certain  Lawyers, 
who  feem  very  full  of  the  fubjedl  and  who  I fincerely  hope  have 
been  refrejhedi ince  the  laft  debate,  and  yet  fome  of  thofe  Learn- 
ed Leaders  whom  one  would  expedl  to  fee  in  the  front  of  the 
battle  feem  to  have  left  their  ground  ; 1 prefume  having  fired  their 
platoon  on  the  laft:  night  they  have  retired  to  the  rere  to  prime  and 
load,  or  to  rally  the  broken  and  confufed  ranks  already  panic- 
ftruck  with  the  profpedt  of  a fecond  and  more  inglorious  defeat. 
The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Corry)  who  was  a Lawyer, 
but  is  now  a Minifter,  takes  a different  courfe  from  the  Noble 
Lord  (who  holds  the  opinions  of  Lawyers  except  they  be  on  his 
own  fide  in  the  moft  fovereign  contempt)  and  preferring  the  habits 
of  his  former  profefiion  to  thofe  of  his  prefent  ftation,  he  comes 
forward  with  a new  fet  of  authorities  (three  of  the  Law  Lords  of 
our  own  country)  and  to  mike  amends  for  the  abfence  or  lilence 
of  thofe  fpedtres  of  profeffional  inanity,  the  law  officers,  he  ar- 
gues the  queftion  upon  what  he  calls  legal  grounds.  But  I con- 
fefs,  Sir,  with  all  my  attention  awake  to  the  fpeech  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  I have  not  been  able  to  catch  a fingle  argument 
or  principle  upon  wffiich  my  mind  can  dwell  an  inftant,  but  if  afi- 
fertion  and  Didftum  be  fubftitutes  for  reafoning  and  authority,  if 
an  uninterrupted  continuity  of  fpeech  without  the  impediment  of 
legal  principle,  or  conllitutional  inference  be  calculated  to  con- 
vince and  perfuade,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  is  to 
be  conlidered  as  a Lawyer  or  a Politician,  or  as  that  hermaphrodite 
kind  of  chara&er  which  confifts  in  bein'g  half  one  and  half  the 
other,  has  undoubtedly  a claim  to  the  higheft  praife  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  difcufled  the  fubjedt.  The  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  relied  chiefly  on  the  opinions  of  three  noble  Lords 
now  at  the  head  of  three  of  our  Courts  of  Juftice,  he  has  mere- 
ly told  us  their  opinions,  but  has  not  informed  us  upon  what  au- 
thorities they  were  founded.  I own  I am  not  one  who,  feeling 
myfelf  to  be  a Truftee  for  the  popular  branch  of  the  Conftitution, 
am  much  difpofed  to  be  diredled  in  the  difcharge  of  my  duty  as  a 
Legiilator  by  the  Didla  of  judicial  authorities  however  great  and 
refpedable — with  refpedl  to  one  of  thofe  perfonages  I am  free 
to  admit  every  weight  to  be  due  to  the  opinion  of  a man,  who 
when  a Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  one  of  the  moft 
diftinguiflied  advocates  for  the  independance  of  Parliament  and 
the  freedom  of  his  country — with  refpedl  to  the  other  two,  I am 
willing  to  fubfcribe  to  the  integrity  and  ability  of  one  in  a Court 
of  Equity — and  to  the  great  and  acknowledged  qualifications  of 
the  other  in  a Court  of  Common  Law,  but  I never  heard  that 
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either  of  the  Noble  Lords  was  ancillary  to  the  emancipation  of  this 
country,  or  that  they  had  any  fhare  (favethat  which  every  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  is  virtually  fuppofed  to  have  in  reftoring  the 
Conllitutional  independance  of  Ireland.)  But  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  might  have  quoted  the  opinion  of  a Law  Lord  of  un- 
difputed  authority  upon  fuch  a fubjedl  as  this,  whofe  fhade  (as 
was  finely  exprefled  by  my  Hon.  and  Learned  Friend)  has  as  it 
were  rifen  from  the  tomb  to  vindicate  the  invaded  liberties  of  his 
country.  Is  his  opinion  equal  to  any  of  thofe  which  have  been 
mentioned  ? Or  to  which  of  them  is  it  inferior  ? fo  far  for  authori- 
ties. There  was  a point  which  the  Right  fion.  Gentleman  prefled 
and  dwelt  upon  in  his  fpeech,  which  I do  not  think  he  managed 
with  his  ufual  candour  and  delicacy.  My  Right  Hon.  Friend 
(Sir  John  Parnel)  in  mentioning  the  refpedf  which  was  due  and 
paid  to  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  inilanced  by  way  of 
illuftration  the  refolution  with  regard  to  •agillment  which  has  for 
many  years  been  obferved  as  a quafi  law  of  the  land— but  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  fired  as  it  were  with  indignation  at  a 
principle  fo  unconftitutional,  exclaims  with  great  vehemence, 
what  ! Shall  a refolution  of  one  Houfe  of  Parliament  be  called 
the  law  of  the  land  ? What  if  the  Houfe  of  Lords  fhould  re- 
folve,  for  inftance,  that  they  would  not  at  any  time  take  the  fub- 
je£t  of  tithes  into  confideration,  would  that  refolution  fland  as  a 
barrier  in  the  way  of  the  Commons  to  difeufs  the  fubjedf  ? No 
truly,  nor  did  my  Right  Hon.  Friend  fay  that  the  refolution 
refpe&ing  agiftment,  or  any  other  refolution  of  one  Houfe  of 
Parliament  could  conftitute  the  law  of  the  land,  but  that  fuch  a 
refolution  while  it  remained  unrevoked  would  be  always  attended 
with  a certain  degree  of  refpedfl  as  well  by  the  Nation  as  by  the 
Minifters  of  the  Crown.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  is  alfo  of 
opinion  that  this  meafure  is  within  the  omnipotence  of  Parlia- 
ment without  fpecial  authority  from  their  conllituents,  if  then  (to 
admit  all  that  has  been  urged  on  that  head  for  argument’s  fake) 
Parliament  be  fd  tranfcendantly  powerful,  can  I urge  a better  reafon 
to  this  Houfe  for  refufing  to  agree  to  an  Union  ? The  way  in 
which  gentlemen  argue  is  this ; they  make  Parliament  the  moft 
defpotic  power  upon  earth,  and  then  they  call  upon  you  to  fur- 
render  the  exercife  of  its  authority  into  the  hands  of  another 
Legiflature.  If  Parliament  be  abfolute  and  omnipotent  as  ’tis 
laid,  I fliould  think  that  common  fenle  and  true  wifdom  didlate 
to  every  man,  that  it  is  better  be  the  defpot  than  the Jlave  ; and  there- 
fore, though  it  be  poflible  that  Parliament  may  abufe  its  powers, 
it  is  not  to  be  apprehended  that  the  Nation  will  ever  fink  into  ab- 
folute and  irretrievable  bondage  while  the  Legiflature  remains  re- 
fident,  dillindl  and  independant.  The  Noble  Lord  has  honoured 
the  Gentlemen  at  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  with  the  appellation  of  a 
cabal,  will  he  allow  me  to  remind  him  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
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word  cabal  originated,  the  initials  of  the  names  of  the  five  per- 
Ions  who  compofed  the  famous  Miniftry  known  by  that  name  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  made  up  the  compofition  of  the  word. 
I believe  if  there  be  a cabal  in  this  country  it  is  not  at  this  fide  of 
the  Houfe.  I could  find  five  names  I think,  but  their  initials 
are  all  confonants  (and  the  fame  confonant  too)  and  there  is  unluc- 
kily no  vowel  to  harmonife  them  into  a word,  thefe  five  names  I 
conceive  to  be  the  cabal  of  this  country,  in  which  he  who  ought 
to  be  the  greateft  feems  to  me  to  be  the  leaft,  perhaps  too  the 
Members  of  this  cabal  are  little  inferior  to  the  original  in  the  mif- 
chief  of  their  councils  and  the  pernicious  folly  of  their  projedls, 
what  was  the  fate  of  that  vile  confpiracy  again!!  the  Crown  and 
the  Nation?  It  is  impoffible  not  to  repeat  the  lines  of  the  Poet 
fo  defcriptive  of  the  fallen  greatnefs  of  the  mighty  Buckingham  : 
“ The  George  and  garter  dangling  from  the  bed 
“ Where  filthy  yellow  vies  with  dirty  red, 

“ Great  Villiers  lies.” 

Mod  of  the  red  after  having  outlived  their  fortunes,  their  cha- 
racters, and  their  power,  the  feoff  and  fcorn  of  mankind  (an 
awful  example  of  the  mutability  of  human  greatnefs ! ) at  length 
funk  into  the  grave,  where,  though  earth,  duft,  and  afhes  may 
cover  and  conceal  the  dead,  there  is  yet  no  concealment  or  obli- 
vion for  their  infamies,  their  iniquities,  and  their  crimes. — Sir, 
amongd  other  topics  of  abufe  (in  which  the  calumny  thrown  on 
the  Bar  is  a principal  feature)  the  Parliament  itfelfhas  not  upon  this 
night  efcaped  tradudtion,  and  it  is  lingular  to  obferve,  that  the  very 
perfons  at  whofe  fuggedion  and  in  profecution  of  whofe  councils 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  has,  for  many  years  pad,  taken  all  its 
meafures,  are  now  the  fird  to  charge  it  with  corruption,  with 
fa&ion,  and  with  utter  incapacity  to  provide  for  the  internal  fe- 
curity  of  the  country’-,  or  to  prevent  the  return  of  thofe  calami- 
ties with  which  we  have  fo  recently  been  afflidled. — Will  the 
Houfe  endure  this  ? — Will  the  fpirit  of  Parliament  fubmit  to  the 
degradation  of  acknowledging  its  own  difgrace  by  judifying  its 
own  difiolution  ? — Will  the  Houfe  of  Commons  bear  to  be  told 
that  in  order  to  be  efficient  they  mud  be  diminiffied — to  be  vir- 
tuous they  mud  be  infignificant — to  be  independant  they  mult 
be  annihilated  ? — The  illudricus  Camden  never  indrudled  the 
Noble  Lord  to  entertain  fuch  opinions ; — He  was  the  guardian- 
genius  of  Irilh  Independance,  and  the  proud  vindicator  of  our 
liberties. — Could  he,  from  the  grave,  “ behold  the  dwellers 
upon  earth,”  and  hear  the  fpeech  of  the  Noble  Lord  thi«  night, 
he  would  reprobate  the  degenerate  fentiments  it  contained,  and 
proudly  indignant  to  find  his  found  principles  forgotten,  and  his 
precepts  negledled  in  that  ungrateful  foil  where  he  had  culti- 
vated them  with  fo  much  care,  he  would  affirt  the  infulted  honor 
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and  invaded  independance  of  the  Parliament,  and  would  vindi- 
cate the  charatter  of  that  calumniated  Profeffion  by  means  of 
which  he  had  honourably  rifen  from  obfcurity  to  eminence,  and 
which  had  in  no  fmall  degree  contributed  through  the  medium 
of  fuch  a patron,  to  elevate  the  family  of  the  Noble  Lord  him- 
felf  from  refpe&ablc  independance  to  exalted  diftin&ion.  Sir,  a 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Corry)  with  what  prudence  it  is 
not  for  me  to  fay,  has  illuft  rated  his  argument  by  an  alluhon  to 
the  grounds  of  that  unhappy  conteft  which  feparated  the  Ameri- 
can colonies  from  the  mother  country,  and  he  tells  you  very 
truly,  that  the  attempt  by  the  Britilh  Parliament  to  legiflate  for 
America  without  the  latter  being  reprefented  in  that  affembly, 
was  the  original  caufe  of  that  quarrel.  But  I would  tell  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  that,  however  the  grounds  of  conteft 
flood  at  firft,  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  a portion  of  reprefentation  in 
the  Engli/lo  Parliament  was  offered  to  America,  which  the  latter 
reje&ed — why?  becaufe  fhe  favv  the  utter  incompatibility  of  in- 
corporate legiflation  with  independance— -becaufe  fhe  faw  the  in- 
adequacy of  a reprefentation  where  diftindl  interefts  were  to  be 
guarded  by  a difproportionate  body  of  reprefentatives—rbecaufe 
fhe  faw  that  fhe  would  not  be  better  protected  from  the  fcourge 
of  unjuft  taxation  by  having  a few  members  in  the  Englifh  Se- 
nate than  when  fhe  had  not  any , and  therefore  I fay,  that  if  the 
American  ftruggle  is  any  parallel  to  our  cafe,  it  is  this,  that  that 
war  was  begun  or  at  leaft  continued  on  the  part  of  America,  for 
the  obtainment  of  that  which  we  now  poff’efs,  but  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  furrender,  namely  legiflation,  not  by  incorpora- 
tion of  reprefentation,  but  by  diftindt  independant  Legifla- 
tures. — .But,  Sir,  the  moll  ftriking  fimilitude  between  the  Ame- 
rican tranfadlions  and  the  concerns  of  our  own  country,  appears 
to  me  to  confift  in  the  identity  of  ahjeft  and  defign  ogainjl  both + 
1 think  it  is  impoffible  not  to  fee  that  in  this  projedl  the  end 
and  ultimate  purfuit  is  Taxation,  in  which  refpe£t  there  is  no  de- 
monftration  plainer,  than  that  Ireland  would  be  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Britifh  Parliament  and  Minifter  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
whatfoever  ; — and  after  all,  Sir,  I do  not  know  that  there  is  any 
appendage  of  legiilation  fo  important  and  interefting  to  a nation 
as  the  impofftion  of  taxes.  But  there  are  gentlemen  who  argue, 
that,  by  our  having  a certain  number  of  representatives  in  the 
Britifh  Parliament,  we  mu  ft  be  confidered  as  conf ending  to  bttr 
.own  taxation. — I am  certain  there  will  be  a number  (for  alas  ! I 
fear  there  will  be  but  few  amongft  them  who  have  ever  feen  our 
country)  who  will  confent  to  our  being  taxed  to  any  amount,  but 
fuppofmg  the  beft  that  can  happen-— fuppofing  them  all  to  dijftnl , 
can  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  whole  one  hundred,  fecure  this 
country  from  any  tax  which'the  Britifh  reprefentatives  fhall  think 
proper  to  impofe  upon  it.  Where  then  is  the  difference  in  point 
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of  practical  benefit  between  a reprefen  tation  which  has  not  in  the 
nature  of  things  the  power  of  doing  us  any  fervice , and  no  reprefen - 
tation  at  all, — though  there  is  great  difference  in  point  of  practi- 
cal injury , for  I think  it  could  upon  various  confiderations  be 
ihewn,  that  the  latter  would  be  infinitely  preferable  : — But  then 
Sir,  it  is  faid,  if  our  proportion  of  members  in  the  Legiflature 
will  not  fecure  us  againft  Britilh  taxation,  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
may  do  fo. — I like  not  treaties  between  the  great  and  the  hum- 
ble— the  ftrong  and  the  weak — the  Giant  and  the  Dwarf — the 
ties  of  plighted  faith  are  but  a feeble  barrier  againft  the  aggreflions 
of  confcious  power. — The  recognition  of  our  Independance  in 
1783  did  not  proveto  be  a fecurity  againft  the  demand  of  its  ab- 
dication in  1785,  and  of  its  furrender  in  1779. — I could  inftance 
Scotland,  but  the  notorious  violations  of  that  treaty  of  Union 
are  in  every  pamphlet  and  in  the  mouths  of  every  man  who  fpeaks 
upon  the  lubjeft  ; but  there  is  one  breach  which  I cannot  pafs 
over.  By  the  Adi  of  Union  Scotland  was  to  be  affeffed  to 
48,oool.  when  England  fhould  pay  2,oo,ooool.  or  4s.  in  the 
Pound  to  the  Land  Tax  ; — but  fee  the  Minifter’s  budget  this 
very  year,  and  you  will  find  Scotland  rated  at  5000I.  for-  the 
tenth  of  the  incomes  of  eftates  over  and  above  the  48,0001. 
which  fhe  already  pays  according  to  the  articles  of  the  Union  ; 
fo  that  by  the  Income  Bill,  the  landed  gentlemen  of  Scotland 
arc  now  to  pay  a tenth  of  the  receipts  of  their  eftates  over  and 
above  the  ftipulated  proportion  between  the  countries  at  the  time 
of  the  Union. — Are  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  prepared  for  thefe 
things  ? — Are  they  prepared  to  give  up  a tenth  of  their  income 
to  the  Englifh  Minifters  (perhaps  more)  however  well  they  are 
difpofed  to  the  Eogliftr  nation  ? — Sir,  I muft  confefs  1 am  not  a 
little  furprifed  to  fee  the  Minifter  of  England  purfuing  the  fame 
fyftem  with  regard  to  this  country,  by  the  reprobation  of  which, 
with  regard  to  America,  he  firft  railed  himfelf  into  notice,  and 
afterwards  into  power — the  fyftem  of  taxation  when  directly  ex- 
ercifed  upon  America  was,  in  Lis  opinion,  a fyftem  of  tyranny , 
but  when  indirectly  attempted  againft  Ireland,  is  a fyftem  of  kind- 
nefs  and  contejpon — in  England  it  was  not  eafy  to  find  new  re- 
fources — the  luxury  and  induftry  of  the  country  are  exhaufted — - 
the  neceffaries  of  life  can  produce  no  more — capital  and  income 
have  been  reforted  to — what  remains: — Ireland!  yes! — the  ge- 
nerous hofpitality — the  focial  harmony  of  the  Irifti  Nation  muft 
prepare  for  the  tax-gatherer  and  the  tafk-majler — the  “ proud  fub- 
miffion,  the  dignified  obedience”  of  our  national  character  muft 
fubmit  to  the  yoke, — we  (hall  become  hewers  of  wood  and 
drawers  of  water — we  ftiall  have  the  rival  plunderers  of  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  quartered  upon  our  country,  and  after  having  drained 
the  laft  drop  of  African  blood,  and  exhaufted  the  wealth  and 
tears  of  Hindcftan,  they  will  be  fent  to  this  devoted  illand  to 
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gratify  their  infatiable  cupidity,  by  the  fpoil  of  our  nobility — the 
plunder  of  our  gentry,  and  the  oppreffion  of  our  people — we  (hall 
then  indeed  be  what  Lord  North  (aid  America  (hould  be  “ prof- 
trate  at  the  feet  of  England”. — But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  Ireland 
does  fall,  depend  upon  it,  (to  life  the  words  of  the  venerable  Lord 
Chatham)  “ (lie  will  fall  like  the  drong  man,  (he  will  embrace  the 
pillars  of  the  State,  and  pull  down  the  Empire  with  her.” — Sir, 
upon  this  occafion  I do  not  think  it  necefiary,  or  indeed  regular, 
to  go  into  thofe  topics  which  may  be  fuppoled  to  belong  to  the 
detail  and  developement  of  the  meafure ; I am  indeed  in  hopes 
that  it  will  never  be  detailed  or  developed  ; but  there  is  one  con- 
fideration  which  properly  belongs  to  that  period  of  the  (ubjedl 
which  has  been  plauhbly  reprefented  and  forcibly  urged — I 
mean  the  probability  of  the  transfer  of  Eugliih  capital  to  this 
country — but  for  my  part  I cannot  conceive  how  we  are  to 
expedt  Britilh  capital  to  come  amongft  us  after  we  have  loll  the 
protection  of  a refident  Parliament — after  the  mod  confiderable 
of  our  gentry  have  became  abfentees — and  after  we  have  fub- 
jedted  ourfelves  to  Britifh  taxation — when  the  market  for  genius 
and  talent  is  transferred  to  another  country — when  the  arts  of 
polifhed  and  civilifed  life,  thofe  main  incentives  to  ingenuity  and 
labour  are  gone — and  when  the  lethargy  of  indolence,  and  the 
(loth  of  fuilen  difcontent  (hall  have  enervated  the  arm  of  indullry 
and  degraded  and  debafed  our  people. — Did  Britilh  capital  ap- 
proach our  ifiand  in  any  confiderable  degree  when  our  taxes  were 
low,  our  trade  flourilhing,  and  our  country  at  peace  ? and  is  it  to 
be  expedled  that  it  will  all  at  once  pour  in  upon  us  in  confequence 
of  a meafure  which  will  obvioufly  encreafe  our  taxes,  certainly 
not  improve  our  trade,  and  inllead  of  contributing  to  our  tran- 
quillity will,  I think  extend  the  caufes  and  enlarge  the  circle  of 
public  difquietude  and  national  difcontent  ? in  every  point  of 
view,  therefore,  Sir,  in  which  I have  been  able  to  contemplate 
this  meafure,  I confider  it  as  pregnant  with  the  mod  alarming 
mifchiefs  both  to  this  country  and  Great-Britain — I look  upon  it 
as  the  nurfery  of  new  misfortunes,  and  the  grave  of  our  antient 
liberties — and  indead  of  its  tending  to  (Lengthen  and  confolidate 
the  general  intereds  of  the  Empire,  or  to  reilore  and  confirm  the 
- internal  tranquillity  of  this  country,  I am  thoroughly  perfuaded 
that  the  ingenuity  or  wickednefs  of  man  never  yet  devifed  a 
fcheme  fo  effedlually  adequate  to  bring  about  the  Separation  of 
the  two  kingdoms  (the  mod  difadrous  of  all  confequences ! ) and 
fo  likely  to  renew  in  this  fcarce-tranquillifed  country,  the  cala- 
mities of  civil  war  and  the  horrors  of  fuppreded  Rebellion. 

Mr.  Tig  he. — Sir,  I could  wifh  rather  to  (horten,  than  to 
lengthen  this  debate,  by  bringing  back  the  real  quedion  to  the 
con fi deration  of  the  Houfe.  The  quedion  feepis  to  be  (imply 
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this  : Adminiftration  have  abandoned  this  objedl,  which  they 
had  the  imprudence  and  the  misfortune  to  agitate  ; fome  of  their 
moft  difinterefted  fupporters  have  declared  to-night,  in  a manner 
the  moft  honourable  to  themfelves,  that  they  will  no  longer  fup- 
port  the  meafure  of  an  Union  ; fince  they  are  now  convinced 
that  it  is  perfectly  contrary  to  the  general  wilh  of  the  nation. 
The  queftion  is  therefore,  whether  you  will,  or  whether  you  will 
not,  take  the  readieft  and  moft  effectual  means  of  fatisfying  the 
nation  that  it  is  abandoned  ? The  readieft  and  moft  effectual 
means  of  doing  fo,  is  by  omitting  that  paragraph  of  the  Addrefs 
which  is  now  before  the  Houfe.  I know  with  thorough  con- 
viduon,  that  the  Noble  Secretary  had  the  beft  intentions  in  bring- 
ing the  fubjedt  forward  ; I am  willing  10  attribute  the  very  beft 
intentions  to  thofe  who  have  fupported  him  ; and  it  is  tor  that 
reafon  that  I fhould  expedl  from  them  a concurrence  in  giving 
general  fatisfadtion  to  the  kingdom.  Confident  I am,  that  as 
long  as  there  is  the  flighteft  open  left,  for  the  queftion  being 
revived,  it  will  hang  like  a difaftrous  meteor  over  the  peace  of 
the  nation.  Will  you,  by  voting  this  Paragraph,  pledge  your- 
felves  to  confider  that  fubjedt,  which  you  are  determined  not  to 
confider  ? By  doing  fo,  you  muft  either  deceive  the  King,  or 
deceive  the  People  ; — or  will  you  at  once,  by  rejecting  this  Pa- 
ragraph, adt  with  honefty  to  the  King,  and  with  fatisfadtion  to 
the  People  ? 

Or  are  the  Miniftry  not  yet  convinced,  by  what  they  have 
feen,  and  by  what  they  have  heard,  that  tranquillity  would  not 
be  the  refult  of  their  meafure  ! Are  the  People  of  Ireland  not 
convinced,  that  they  could  gain  no  commercial  advantages  by 
an  Union  ? but  even,  if  it  were  in  the  power  of  Great  Britain, 
to  give  us  commercial  advantages  ; if  it  was  in  her  power  to  give 
us  all  the  commerce  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  Ireland  would  rejedt 
the  wealth  of  the  whole  world,  when  fet  againft  her  Indepen- 
dance  ; that  fne  confiders  as  a jewel  of  ineftimable  price  ; which, 
if  (he  poffeffed  it  not,  fhe  would  part  with  her  all  to  obtain  : 
but  lince  fhe  is  poffeffed  of  it,  {he  will  not  fuffer  the  wealth  or 
the  power  of  the  world  to  take  it  from  her. — Tranquillity  and 
Commercial  advantages  are  held  out  as  the  price  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion  ; permit  me  to  fay  a few  words  to  them. 

I know  but  two  ways  of  tranquilliffng  a nation  ; either  by 
giving  fatisfadtion  to  the  People,  or  by  reftraining  them  by  mi- 
litary power  : — what  part  of  the  People  would  an  Union  fatisfy  ? 
— the  Catholics  r — No  ; it  would  place  an  eternal  bar  to  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  their  wifhes,  and  render  them  defperate  of  fuc- 
cefs  ; it  is  in  an  Irifh  Parliament  that  the  caufe  of  the  Catholics 
has  prevailed  ; will  they  look  up  for  relief  to  a Britifh  Parliament, 
who  ftill  hold  their  own  Catholics  in  depreflion  ; whofe  numbers, 
whofe  claims  and  peaceable  difpofition  have  afforded  them  no  pre- 
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tence  ? Will  an  Union  fatisfy  the  Prefbyterians  ? by  bringing 
them  within  the  focus  of  Britifh  teR-laws  ? Can  they  expert  to 
remain  in  a Rate  more  favoured  than  the  Diffenters  of  England  l 
Will  an  Union  fatisfy  the  Friends  of  Reform  ? what,  hy  anni- 
hilating that  Parliament,  which  tl>ey  wifh  to  meliorate  ? I fee 
no  body  of  men,  whom  an  Union  could  fatisfy  ; tranquillity  then 
could  only  be  obtained  by  military  force ; Ireland  would  have  a 
mere  military  government,  and  be  the  barrack  of  the  Empire ; 
with  no  Parliament  to  reRrain,  even  by  the  force  of  opinion,  the 
conduft  of  the  Chief  Governor,  or  his  dependants,  “ this  dif- 
tant  and  petty  province ,”  as  Mr.  Gibbon  Riles  it,  would  be  at  his 
mercy  ; in  power  he  would  be  a military  Proconful,  or  a Gover- 
nor of  Bengal  ; and  it  would  depend  on  his  difpolition  only,  to 
become  a Verres  or  a HaRings. 

Would  commercial  advantages  refult  from  fuch  a fpecies  of  Go- 
vernment ? I cannot  help  admiring  the  generofity  of  Britain, 
that  now  offers  us,  in  return  for  the  power  of  unlimited  tax- 
ation, the  long  promifed  Equalifation  of  Duties,  the  only  pre- 
tended commercial  advantage  Ihe  can  offer,  when,  by  the  anni- 
hilation of  our  Parliament,  we  fhould  be  unable  to  proteCI  that 
advantage  : — when  the  Britifh  merchants  could  play  againR  us 
unreftrained  the  whole  force  of  their  capital,  credit,  and  induRry. 
Who  knows  not,  that  the  Britifh  merchants  hold  the  Sceptre  of 
Eegiflation  in  the  Britifh  Parliament  ? Can  the  Britifh  MiniRer, 
all-powerful  as  he  boalts  himfelf,  abclifh  the  Slave  Trade  ? have 
they  not  compelled  the  Britifh  Parliament  to  break  its  faith,  even 
when  pledged  to  vindicate  the  Rights  of  Humanicy  ? when  did 
the  Britifh  merchants  ceafe  to  turn  the  power  of  their  Legiflature 
againft  Ireland  ? what  has  been  their  conduct  during  the  laR  en- 
lightened century,  from  the  time  they  compelled  King  William, 
to  deftroy  your  woollen  manufacture,  till  the  time  they  disfigur- 
ed your  Propoiitions  ? I am  confident,  that  when  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Cork  fhall  refleCt  again  upon  the  fubjed,  they  will  be 
fenfible  that  they  would  rather  be  injured  than  benefited  by  an 
Union:  Cork,  in  return  for  her  provifions,  imports  into  Ireland 
chiefly  the  luxuries  of  life  ; the  wines  and  commodities  of  the 
South  of  Europe  ; when  an  Union  fhall  have  banifhed  her  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  and  landed  proprietors,  to  whom  will  fhe  fell 
her  luxuries  ? Spain  and  Portugal  will  not  take  her  provifions* 
but  in  return  for  their  commodities  of  luxury  ; and  fo  far  the  trade 
of  Cork  muff  decline. 

But  Englifh  capital  is  to  flow  into  Ireland;  when  we  obtained 
real  commercial  advantages,  when  we  obtained  the  Weft:  India 
trade,  no  Englifh  capital  flowed  into  Ireland  ; Ireland  was  then 
in  a Hate  of  peace  and  of  riling  profperity : here  we  have  certain 
experience  againR  fallacious  fpeculation. — Is  it,  at  this  time,  in 
this  Rate  of  the  country,  that  the  plodding  merchant  of  Britain 
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ilvall  fet  his  firm  afloat,  and  fad  over  to  Ireland  on  his  bags  of 
gold,  with  a pen  in  one  hand  and  a fvvord  in  the  other,  to  have 
the  honour  of  joining  a corps  of  our  city  yeomanry  ? At  any 
time,  what  is  more  injurious  to  a mercantile  houfe,  than  the 
change  of  fituation  ? the  merchant  who  would  not  change  the 
profitable  atmofphere  of  Threadneedle-ftreet  for  the  airy  elegance 
of  Portman-fquare,  would  now  exchange  the  fecurity  and  pro- 
tection of  England,  for  the  convulfed,  dependant,  militarifed 
Ireland. 

Is  the  drain  of  fpecie,  by  the  increafe  of  abfentees,  to  be  a 
commercial  advantage?  when  the  money  tranfmitted  to  abfentees 
ffiall  much  exceed  the  balance  of  our  trade,  our  fpecie  mull  ne- 
cefifarily  vanifli,  as  was  the  cafe  in  Scotland,  in  confequence  of 
her  Union.  Let  the  Houfe  confider,  whether  at  this  day  the 
general  balance  of  our  trade  compenfates  for  the  drain  by  abfen- 
tees : but  how  much  will  that  drain  be  encreafed,  when  not  only 
all  the  rich  men  of  the  country  malt  be  banifhed,  but  when  the 
man,  who  would  folicit  even  a gauger’s  place,  muft  folicit  at 
Whitehall  ? 

The  lofs  of  fpecie  was  not  the  only  evil  that  Scotland  fuf- 
fered  by  an  Union.  The  Union  of  two  Crowns,  about  to  be 
feparated,  compenfated  thofe  evils  ; but  the  Crown  of  Ireland  is 
infeparable,  united  and  identified  with  that  of  Great  Britain  ; 
we  cannot  gain  the  only  benefit  that  Scotland  gained  ; but  the  very 
Aft  by  which  {he  gained  it,  fubmitted  her  to  a great  political  evil 
— it  made  her  Conftitution,  as  far  as  the  treaty  of  Union  went, 
incapable  of  amendment,  except  by  the  violation  of  folemn  corn- 
pad.  She  never  could  have  obtained  the  Law  of  Treafon,  or 
the  abolition  of  her  heritable  offices  and  jurifdiftions,  if  the  Bri- 
tiffi  Parliament  had  not  direftly  violated  the  Aft  of  Union. — 
The  Britifh  Parliament  were  placed  in  this  dilemma,  either  to 
leave  Scotland  fubjeft  to  bad  laws  and  inftitutions,  or  to  break 
forcibly  through  the  molt  folemn  “engagement.  She  preferred 
the  latter  : perhaps  wifely ; but  when,  for  her  own  benefit,  (he 
preferred  the  fame  line  of  conduft  with  regard  to  taxation,  for 
fuch  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  Scotland  with  regard  to  the 
Malt  tax,  not  the  unanimous  defire  of  every  Scotch  reprefentative 
could  break  the  Aft  of  Union.  Such  is  the  abfurdity  of  a 
written  Conftitution,  happily  ridiculed  by  Mr.  Burke  in  his  firft 
Philippic  againft  the  firft  <£  unalterable ” Conftitution  of  France  ; 
for  he  well  knew,  that  the  beft  part  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution 
was  the  “ lex  non  fcripta 

But  it  is  not  on  fuch  petty  confiderations  that  Ireland  will  re- 
jeft  a meafure  that  involves  her  liberty  and  independance  for  ever. 
— This  attempt  of  the  Britifh  Minifter  is  more  atrocious  dian 
any  of  the  incorporating  fchemes  of  the  French  Republic.  The 
nations  when  France  incorporated,  had  no  free  Conftitution^  to 
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lofe.— Brabant  had  feen  her  joyeufe  entree  trampled  under  foot, 
long  before  the  French  entered  Flanders. — Had  the  flaves  of 
Savoy,  or  the  priefts  of  Avignon,  rights,  liberties,  or  a con- 
llitution  to  lofe  — And  yet  even  the  contemptible  Avignon, 
prieft-ridden  and  pope-ridden,  did  not  fubmit  with  bloodlefs  hands 
to  her  Union,  and  did  not  fall,  untill  mangled  and  breathlefs,  at 
the  feet  of  her  political  butcher  and  incorporating  tyrant. — But 
it  is  not  an  affair  of  fuch  petty  interefts  ; it  is  not  an  affair  of  parifli 
politics,  as  it  has  been  called,  when  a free  and  a populous  nation 
is  called  upon  to  fnrrender  the  management  of  her  own  concerns 
for  ever. — It  is  not  whether  the  Sabin  name  fliall  be  loft  in  the 
Roman  ; whether  a difhonoured  nation  fliall  fink  into  the  arms  of 
her  conquerors. — The  Britifli  Minifter  indeed  may  wifh  to  raife 
a new  altar  to  Neptune  ; he  may  wifh  to  make  Ireland  the  facri- 
fice  ; he  may  wifh  to  ravifli  from  her,  her  deareft  rights  and  in- 
terefts ; and  on  this  Houfe  alone,  may  it  perhaps  depend  this 
day  to  fave  our  country. 

Mr.  Barrington  rofe  to  give  his  decided  fupport  to  the  mo- 
tion— a motion  which  he  conceived  the  future  peace  and  fecurity 
of  Ireland  abfolutely  required— and  which  could  not  be  oppofed 
blit  by  the  enemies  of  both. 

On  the  laft  night  the  queftion  of  a Legiflative  Union  had  met 
with  unequivocal  difapprobafion  from  the  moft  refpedfahle  and  in- 
dependant minority  that  ever  oppofed  a minifterial  meafure  ; and 
he  trufted  a majority  againft  it  would  this  night  put  the  queftion 
effectually  at  reft. 

But  as  the  Parliament  juftiy  reprobated  this  meafure  of  the 
Britifh  Minifter,  he  thought  they  were  called  upon  to  fubftitute 
fome  other  arrangement  which  might  tranquillife  the  public  mind — - 
and  tend  to  give  an  equal  intereft  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland 
in  the  prefervation  of  its  freedom  and  in.dependance — He  had  too 
long  witneffed  the  defperate  confequences  of  national  difuniou; — 
but  he  now  looked  with  an  eager  eye  to  the  annihilation  of  thefe 
ruinous  animofities  which  the  Britifh  Government  had  fo  long 
fuccefsfully  fomented — and  now  fo  treacheroufly  made  ufe  of. 

The  vicious  projedl  of  a Legiflative  Union  avowedly  intend- 
ed to  put  down  Proteftant  profperity — annihilate  Cathqlic 
claims— and  equally  extinguifh  the  liberties  of  both  feCts — had 
already  opened  the  eyes  of  every  fedl  and  clafs  of  Irifhmen,  to 
the  dangers  that  awaited  their  country  — and  promoted  a tendency 
to  the  national  reconciliation,  which  was  now  the  only  bulwark 
againft  national  flavery,  and  he  trufted  would  induce  any  fe£t  to 
forget  their  private  injuries  in  the  public  fecurity. 

Mr.  Barrington  then  went  into  a defence  of  the  Irifh  Bar, 
which  he  faid  had  been  moft  falfly  and  infolently  afperfed 
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fpringing  from  the  firfl  families  in  Ireland,  it  fpoke  the  fenfe  of 
the  nation. — The  Irifh  Lawyers  had  faved  their  country  by  their 
fpirit  as  foldiers — and  again  would  help  to  fave  it  by  their  principles 
as  politicians  ; — they  had  roufed  the  nation  to  a fenfe  of  its  dun- 
ger,  and  would  perfevere  in  its  defence  to  the  laft  extremity. 

Their  fpirit — their  independance — their  integrity  and  their  loy- 
alty had  been  tried  and  flood  the  tell ; — and  their  late  Prime  Ser- 
jeant had  refledted  an  honour  on  the  profeffion,  which  the  pro- 
fefiion  had  been  emulous  to  return  ; — he  Hood  higher  in  their  re- 
gard by  his  difmiffal, — and  his  fucceffor  would  foon  feel  the  degra- 
dation of  fo  deteflable  a fituation. — Mr.  Barrington  warned  the 
Minifter  againft  proceeding  in  a meafure  which  would  drive  t)  e 
country  to  defperation — and  might  eventually  prove  the  downfall 
of  the  Britifh  Empire  ; — he  had  deceived  the  Britifh  Minifter  by 
falfe  reprefentations  of  our  lituation  and  temper — and  fhould  an- 
fwer  for  the  confequence  of  fo  wrong-headed  a policy. — Having 
given  his  opinion  fully  on  a former  night,  he  fhould  not  now  go 
into  further  detail,  and  fhould  only  congratulate  the  Houfe  on 
the  profpedl  of  a divifion  which  would  at  once  affert  the  inde- 
pendance and  feeure  the  liberties  of  Ireland. 

The  Attorney  General  fpoke  a few  words  in  fupport  of 
the  Paragraph ; after  which  a divifion  took  place,  when  there 
appeared 

For  the  expunging  the  Paragraph 
relating  to  the  Union, 

Againft  the  motion,  - 104 

Majority  againft  the  Paragraph,  5 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  Lord  Tyrone  and  Mr.  Smith. 

Tellers  for  the  Noes,  Mr.  Ponforfby  and  Sir  Laurence  Parfons* 

Lord  Castlereagh  faid,  that  he  had  brought  forward  this 
meafure  in  compliance  with  the  duties  of  his  fituation,  and  with 
no  other  view  than  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  countries,  and 
the  general  ftrength,  welfare,  and  proiperity  of  the  Empire.  He 
would  be  a filly  Minifter  indeed,  who  would  bring  forward  fuch 
a meafure  at  this  day,  with  any  inferior  views;  becaufe  he  mull 
know  that  any  objedts  of  a different  nature  muft  defeat,  inftead 
of  anfwering  a great  imperial  purpofe.  However,  thofe  Gentle- 
men who  thought  fi  rto  oppofe  the  meafure,  without  fo  much 
as  examining  a tittle  of  its  purport,  or  its  arrangements,  would 
recolledt,  that  when  the  day  fhould  come  that  this  Houfe  would 
feel  the  neceflity  of  its  adoption,  upon  their  own  heads  be 
the  refpon Ability  for  rejecting  this  night  a meafure  of  fuch 
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high  importance  to  the  tranquillity  and  folid  happinefs  of  their 
country. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  now  rofe  and  faid,  that  in  order  that  no  Mi- 
nifter  might  hereafter  venture  to  bring  forward  in  that  Houfe  a 
meafure  fo  obnoxious,  he  fhould  move  a Refolution  to  be  entered 
in  the  Journals,  in  the  following  words  : — “ Refolved,  That 
« this  Houfe  will  ever  maintain  the  undoubted  birth-right  of 
« Irilhmen,  by  preferving  an  independant  Parliament  of  Lords 
“ and  Commons,  refident  within  this  kingdom,  as  fettled  and 

approved  by  his  Majefty  and  the  Britifh  Parliament  in  1 782.” 

This  Motion,  after  fome  converfation,  was  withdrawn. 

Col.  Fitzgerald  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Addrefs  to 
to  his  Excellency. 

Lord  Castlereagh  then  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  expung- 
ing a Paragraph  of  fimilar  purport  to  that  rejected  from  the 
Addrefs  ; which  being  done,  the  Addrefs  w?as  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  that  Mr.  Speaker,  attended  by  the  Houfe,  do  wait  on 
his  Excellency  to  prefent  the  fame. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  now  moved  a Refolution  of  Thanks  and 
Approbation  from  this  Houfe  to  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  and  the 
Officers,  Sailors  and  Marines  under  his  command,  for  their 
gallant  conduct  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  on  the  coaft  of  this 
Kingdom,  on  their  way  to  invade  it. 

Agreed  to  nan.  con.  and  ordered  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  com- 
municate the  fame. 


Saturday — -Jan.  26. 

The  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair. 

Lord  Castlereagh  moved,  that  a writ  of  ele&ion  be  iiTued 
for  the  borough  of  Newry,  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Honour- 
able Ifaac  Corry,  who  had  vacated  his  feat,  by  accepting  the 
office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  faid,  the  Noble  Lord  was  fo  pie  what  pre- 
mature in  his  motior,  for  ^hat  Mr.  Corry  had  not  vacated  his 
feat,  as  he  was  not  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  office, 
he  faid,  was  deiived  immediately  and  folely  from  the  Crown, 
and  no  new  writ  of  appointment  having  been  made  by  his  Ma- 
jefty, the  Right  Hon.  Baronet,  who  had  recently  exerciled  fo  ho- 
nourably the  duties  of  that  office,  was  ftill  the  undoubted  and 
legal  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  although  the  name,  or  the 
buftnefs,  may  have  been  ufurped  by  another. 


PA  RLIAMENTARY 


156 

Sir  J.  Pars  el  faid,  that  certainly  he  felt  that  he  was  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  under  the  circumftances  mentioned  by 
his  honourable  and  learned  Friend  ; — but  as,  unfortunately,  he 
happened  to  differ  in  opinion  from  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  iu  this 
kingdom,  on  a great  national  queftion,  he  alfo  felt  himfelf  call- 
ed upon  by  delicacy  to  thofe  Minifters,  and  his  duty  to  his 
Country,  to  counfel  his  Sovereign  only  through  the  medium  of 
his  parliamentary  privilege  and  condudh 

Lord  Castlereagh  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  pre- 
mature ; and  {landing  corrected  by  the  opinion  of  the  ho- 
nourable 3nd  learned  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  but  one,  he  beg- 
ed  leave  to  withdraw  his  motion,  which  was  granted  accordingly. 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned  for  half  an  hour. 

The  Speaker  reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  his  Ex- 
cellency with  the  Addrefsto  his  Majefty,  and  he  was  pleafed  to 
return  for  aniwer,  viz. 

“ That  he  would  forthwith  tranfmit  their  dutiful  and  loyal 
Addrefs  to  his  Majefty.” 

The  Speaker  alfo  reported  that  he  had  prefeated  the  Addrefs 
of  Thanks  of  that  Houfe  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
for  his  moil  excellent  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and 
that  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  return  the  following  An- 
iwer : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

“ Your  kind  Addrefs,  which  conveys  an  approbation  of  my 
tc  condu6t  in  fuch  marked  and  flattering  language,  is  highly 
“ grateful  to  my  feelings. 

“ I am  affured  that  in  this  arduous  conjun&ure  you  will  ftea- 
“ dily  purfue  thofe  meafures  which  will  be  moft  effectual  for  in- 
“ creating  the  ftrength  of  the  Empire,  and  employing  its  reve- 
“ nues  againft  the  common  enemy  ; and  I {hall  faithfully  repre- 
“ fent  to  his  Majefty,  your  zeal  for  his  fervice  and  for  the  gene- 
“ ral  intercils  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.” 

Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  Anfwer 
be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe. 

Lord  Cole  moved  the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  the  Britifn 
fencifcle  and  militia  Regiments,  who  came  in  time  of  danger  to 
this  country,  to  afford  protection  to  its  loyal  inhabitants.  The 
motion  was  ieconded  by  leveral  *Members  on  his  fide  of  the 
Houfe. 

Lord  Castlereagh  faid,  that  previous  to  the  departure  of 
thofe  regiments  who  had  fo  generouflv  and  feafonably  volunteered 
their  abidance  to  this  Country,  it  was  his  intention  to  have  made 
2 fimilar  motion  to  that  which  had  been  juft  propofed  3 but  he 
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did  not  regret  his  having  been  anticipated,  as  it  could  not  have 
fallen  into  more  fuitable  hands,  nor  have  been  brought  forward 
more  feafonably  than  at  the  prefent  time  ; thofe  troops  having 
but  a few  days  fince  renewed  their  offers  of  fervice  in  this  coun- 
try. He  concluded  by  heartily  coinciding  with  the  motion  of 
the  Noble  Lord. 

Col.  Maxwell  in  a few  words  exprefTed  his  warm  concur- 
rence with  the  motion.  The  readinefs  of  thofe  troops  to  affift 
their  loyal  fellow-fubjefts  in  thi$  country,  merited  gratitude  and 
thanks,  notwithdanding  that  the  native  courage  and  loyalty  of  the 
country  had  left  them  nothing  to  do. 

Hon.  D.  Browne  paffed  an  high  eulogium  on  the  Britifh  mi- 
litia, and  the  generofity  with  which  they  had  waived  the  right 
of  refufal,iwith  which  the  laws  had  armed  them,  and  their  prompt- 
nefs  to  face  that  war  of  Rebellion  which  had  been  raifed  in  this 
kingdom.  He  commented  particularly  on  the  conduCT  of  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham’s  regiment,  which  had  actually  embark- 
ed for  the  purpofe  of  abiding  this  country,  when  menaced  by  the 
French  fleet  in  Bantry  Bay.  He  was  happy  that  this  motion 
was  propofed  at  a moment  when  there  appeared  in  that  Houfe  a 
jealoufy  and  diftrufl  of  the  bed  intended  acts,  and  the  mod  im- 
portant kindneffes,  manifeded  by  the  flder  Country — [a  general 
and  loud  cry  of  No  ! No  !] — He  was  happy,  he  faid,  to  dand 
contradicted  ; and  hoped  always  to  find  fimiiar  appearances  equal- 
ly fallacious.  He  exprefTed  his  hearty  concurrence  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

Col.  Bagwfll,  in  fupporting  the  motion,  paid  his  tribute  of 
approbation  to  the  Britifh  militia  ; and  faid,  that  the  regiment 
he  had  the  honour  to  command  (the  county  Tipperary  militia) 
were  fo  fenfible  of  the  generous  conduct  of  their  Britifh  fellow 
foldiers,  that  the  very  day  before  he  left  the  country,  his  fer- 
jeant  major  waited  on  him,  to  offer  the  fervices  of  the  regiment 
in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  which  any  public  exigence  might 
render  neceffary. 

The  vote  of  thanks  paffed  unanimously  and  was  ordered  to  be 
communicated  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Corry  moved  for  feveral  communications  relative  to  the 
Public  Accounts  ; he  alfo  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill,  to 
amend  and  explain  a Bill  paffed  in  the  lad  fefiion,  for  preventing 
perfons  tranfported  from  returning  to  thefe  kingdoms,  or  going 
to  any  Country  at  war  with  his  Majedy — Leave  given. — He  fur- 
ther moved,  that  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  Speech 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday,  after  which  the  Houfe 
adjourned  to  that  day. 
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Monday,  January  28. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Castlereagh  rofe  and  faid,  that  in 
order  that  an  opportunity  might  be  given  to  the  public  of- 
ficers to  bring  forward  the  public  accounts,  and  that  no  inter- 
ruption might  occur  to  the  public  bufinefs  of  Parliament,  in 
getting  through  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation,  he  Ihould  now  move 
that  the  Houfe  at  its  riling  do  adjourn  till  the  7th  of  February. 

Sir  John  Park  el  oppofed  the  motion,  and  faid  there  never 
was  a moment  in  which  it  was  more  necelfary  than  at  prcfent  for 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  remain  fitting,  vigilant  at  ics  •oft: 
For  if  he  was  to  credit  the  reports  made  in  the  English  newspa- 
pers of  the  difcufiions  refpecting  the  affairs  of  this  country, 
which  took  place  in  another  Parliament,  and  the  declaration  made 
by  the  Britilh  Minifter  “ that- he  would  unceafingly  ;cr,'everc  in 
a mealure  refpedting  the  internal  Filiation  of  this  coujiry,”  to 
which  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  had  fo  recently  and  1 / decidedly 
given  its  negative,  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would  fee  the  neceflity 
of  refilling  the  rrteafure  of  adjournment,  at  leaft  until  they  fhould 
know  what  were  the  fentiments  of  the  Britilh  Minifter  and  the 
Britilh  Parliament,  when  they  Ihould  come  to  learn  the  fenti- 
ments exprelfed  and  the  decilion  which  took  place  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  on  this  fubjecl ; for  it  was  impolYible  the  Bri- 
tilh Minifter  or  Parliament  could  have  known  the  fentiments  of 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  when  they  had  difcuiTtd  the  meafure 
on  the  very  fame  day  it  was  rejected  here. — The  Noble  Lord  near 
(Caftlereagh)  though  he  had  faid  he  would  not  lofe  fight  of  the 
mealure,  yet  had  declared  he  never  fhould  think  of  palfing  it 
againft  the  fenfe  of  the  country,  and  of  Parliament — indeed  no 
Minifter  of  any  talent  or  wiidom  would.  The  Britilh  Minifter 
he  knew  to  be  a man  of  great  talents  and  great  wifdom,  who,  he 
wa?  convinced,  however  highly  he  approved  of  the  meafure, 
would  not  think  of  preffing  it  againft  every  fentiment  of  found 
difcretion.— H>e  mull  therefore  prefume  his  declarations  on  the 
fubjecl  were  made  under  a miftake,  or  a mifreprefentation  of  the 
fentiments  of  the  Parliament  and  people  of  Ireland;  and  con- 
vinced he  was  that  fo  foon  as  that  great  man  Ihould  come  to  know 
the  decifion  which  had  taken  place  in  that  Houfe  upon  the  fubjedl, 
he  could  not  be  either  fo  impolitic  or  fo  rafii  as  to  perfevere. 
That  Houfe  and  the  people  of  Ireland  had  learnt,  fince  the  de- 
cilion of  Thurfday  laft,  to  confider  the  queftion  as  at  reft  ; that 
the  declaration  of  the  Britilh  Minifter  could  not  fail  now  to  ex- 
cite ne*v  alarms,  nor  eould  thofe  alaims  ever  be  quiet  in  this 
country,  fo  long  as  the  people  could  confider  the  meafure  as  ftill 
hanging  over  them  ; and  if  the  Britilh  Minifter  were  to  per- 
fift  in  the  declaration  after  the  fenfe  of  the  Iriih  Parliament  and 
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Irifh  people  were  known  to  him,  it  is  impoflible  for  any  friend 
to  his  country  or  Britifh  connexion,  to  contemplate  the  con- 
fequences  without  the  mod  ferious  alarm.  With  refpeft  to  the 
public  bufinefs,  there  exifted  in  his  mind  no  occafion  whatever 
to  adjourn  the  Parliament  on  that  account.  No  adjournment  at 
lead  fhould  take  place  until  the  refult  fhould  be  known  of  the 
decifion  adopted  by  the  Irifh  Parliament  on  the  fentiments  of 
the  Britifh  Cabinet,  and  Parliament  fhould  continue  fitting  and 
be  ready  to  aft,  as  occafion  might  require,  and  to  vindicate  its 
own  independance  and  maintain  its  Conftitution.  He  was  aftu- 
ated  by  no  other  motive  but  a confideration  for  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  country,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the  Empire,  and 
no  man  could  be  more  ready  to  facrifice  largely  for  thofe  defirable 
ends  ; but  it  was  impoflible  this  country  could  be  tranquil  until 
that  meafure  was  at  reft  ; therefore  if  the  Britifh  Minifter  was 
refolved  to  prefs  it  forward  to  difcuflion,  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of 
Parliament,  the  fooner  it  was  decided  the  better. 

Lord  Castlereagh  rofe  and  faid,  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet 
himfelf  furnifhed  by  his  arguments  the  ftrongeit  reafons  for  the 
necefiity  of  the  adjournment.  The  Right  Hon.  Baronet  had 
heretofore  recommended  that  all  difcuflion  on  this  fubjeft 
fhould  be  condufted  with  temperance  and  moderation  ; but 
unfortunately,  in  evincing  his  high  iealoufy  for  the  parliamentary 
independance  of  Ireland,  a fpecies  of  intemperate  warmth  had 
crept  into  his  manner  of  treating  the  fubjeft.  That  Houfe 
would  but  ill  fupport  its  own  dignity,  if  it  were  to  be  ruled  in 
its  proceedings  by  the  unauthenticated  reports  of  newfpapers  ; it 
fhould  wait  for  authentic  documents,  whereon  to  govern  its  con- 
duft.  But  what  was  the  language  attributed  to  the  Britifh  Mi' 
nifter  in  difcufling  this  topic  in  the  Britifh  Parliament  ? Nothing 
more  than  what  had  already  been  ufed  by  himfelf  (Lord  C.) 
in  that  Houfe,  merely  recommending  the  meafure  of  Union  to 
the  confideration  of  Parliament,  and  declaring  it  to  be  a m«i- 
fure,  in  his  conception  fo  eflentially  indifpenfable  to  perpetuate 
the  connexion  between  both  kingdoms,  to  confolidate  their  mu- 
tual ft rength,  and  promote  their  mutual  profperity,  that  he 
fhould  never  lofe  fight  of  it.  Certainly  not  meaning  that  he 
would,  or  could  prefs  it  againft  the  Irifh  Parliament  and  the 
Irifh  people,  if  that  fentiment  fhould  appear  to  be  generally 
againft  the  meafure  ; but  exprefling  his  own  full  conviftion  of 
its  utility  and  indifpenfability  for  the  ends  propofed ; and  he 
would  not  deferve  to  be  a Minifter,  who  though  fuch  a meafure 
might  for  the  prefent  be  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  and 
of  the  nation,  would  bind  himfelf  by  any  declaration  that  might 
forever  hereafter  preclude  him  from  propounding  that  or  any 
other  meafure  for  the  confideration  of  Parliament,  which  he,  as 


PARLIAMENTARY 


160 

a Minifler,  bound  to  promote  the  good  of  the  country, 
fhould  conceive  to  be  directed  for  that  end.  For  though  the 
meafure  would  be  now  oppofite  to  the  fenfe  of  Parliament,  and 
perhaps  of  the  people,  a time  might  come  when  the  queftion 
might  be  better  underflood,  and  both  the  people  and  the  Parlia- 
ment folicit  the  meafure.  If  fuch  a time  fhould  come,  would 
the  Minifler  be  bound  by  a declaration  that  he  had  abandoned  it  ? 
Certainly  it  could  not  be  the  wifh  of  the  Britifh  Government  to 
prefs  the  meafure  againfl  the  fenfe  of  the  country,  when  that 
fenfe  was  known  ; and  therefore,  gentlemen,  by  an  untimely 
warmth  on  this  fubjedl,  imputed  that  to  Government,  which  Go- 
vernment never  intended.  However,  as  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet 
feemed  to  admit  the  propriety  of  awaiting  the  refult  of  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  by  the  fentiments  of  the  Britifh 
Cabinet,  the  public  officers  would  employ  their  time  with  much 
greater  advantage  for  the  public  in  their  refpedfive  departments, 
by  preparing  the  public  bufinefs  for  parliamentary  examination, 
than  by  meeting  day  after  day  to  do  nothing. 

Mr. B a rr i n g to n oppofed  the  adjournment, and  inveighed  againft 
the  fpeechof  the  Britifh  Minifler  on  this  fubjedl.  A Noble  Lord 
had  talked  of  coolnefs  in  difcuffing  the  fubjedl ; but  it  was  that 
kind  of  propofition,  fo  infulting  to  the  honour  and  the  fenfe  of 
the  Irifh  nation,  as  no  honefl  Irifhman,  alive  to  the  love  of  his 
country,  or  who  had  any  feeling  for  national  honour,  could  hear 
with  coolnefs.  There  was  not,  he  affirmed,  a man  within  either 
nation  more  zealoufly  attached  in  loyalty  to  his  King  and  the 
Government  than  himfelf,  nor  who  would  facrifice  more  chear- 
fully  to  the  maintenance  of  both  ; but  if  the  honour  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Irifh  Parliament  was  to  be  again  outraged,  by  an  at- 
tempt to  prefs  upon  them  the  odious  meafure  of  an  Uuion,  againfl 
which  thatHoufe  had  already  contended  with  fo  much  fpirit,  virtue, 
and  honefl  indignation,  though  fupported  by  the  mofl  infulting  at- 
tempts to  awe  the  honefl  independance  of  the  members  of  that 
Houfe,  by  difmiffing  from  the  highefl  fituations  fome  of  the 
oldefl  arid  mofl  refpedtable  fervants  of  the  Crown,  and  bellowing 
their  places  on  men  who  had  no  merit,  but  fupporting  the  po- 
litics of  Government — he  declared,  that  he  for  one,  would  go 
every  length  to  oppofe  it  in  every  fhape  ancf  in  all  its  ramifica- 
tions. The  people  of  Ireland  fhould  be  told,  and  iu  the  ilrongefl 
manner,  of  this  daring  attack  on  the  independance  of  their 
Parliament  and  the  liberties  of  their  country  ; they  fhould  find  in 
that  Parliament  the  faithful  guardians  of  their  liberties  and 
rights  ; and  in  the  fpirit  of  both,  the  Britifh  Minifler  would  fee 
the  rafhnefs  of  his  attempting  to  perfevere.  He  was  firmly  of  opi- 
nion with  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet,  that  the  Houfe  ought  vigi- 
lantly to  fit  from  day  to  day,  to  guard  againfl  every  advance  of 
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this  infidious  meafure  ; and  if  it  fhould  be  perfevered  /in,  that 
.Houfe  ought  to  come  forthwith  to  fome  ftrong  declaration  in  af- 
fertion  of  its  own  authority  and  independance. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  fupported  the  adjournment,  as  a mca- 
fure  neceffary  to  give  the  Country  time  to  exprefs  its  fenfe  ge- 
nerally on  the  fubjedl.  The  fenfe  of  the  Country,  he  was  con- 
vinced, was  not  generally  againil  the  meafure  ; h-e  had  converied 
this  day  with  a gentleman  of  great  refpedfcability  from  the  county 
of  Cork,  who  a flu  red  him^  all  that  province  were  decidedly  in  fa- 
vour of  the  meafure. 

Hon.  Mr.  TeLench  was. for  the  adjournment,  as  the  bed  mode  of 
preventing  the  agitation  of  the  public  mind,  fo  long  anxious  upon 
this  qucftiou  that  it  required  time  to  repcfe  ; it  would  alfo  afford 
time  to  colle£t  the  fenfe  of  the  country  at  large  on  the  fubject, 
which  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  had  already  coniidered  as  abandon- 
ed, and  which  he  tr lifted  the  Britifh  Minjiler,  whofe  declaration 
was  made  evidently  under  a misconception  of  that  fenfe  and  with- 
out any  knowledge  of  its  decifion,  would  never  think  of  perfe- . 
vering  in  that  meafure  againft  the  fenfe  of  the  Parliament  ur.d 
people  of  Ireland. 

Sir  John  Freke  rofe  in  confequence  of  what  had  fallen  from 
a Right  Hon.  Bart.  (Sir  H.  Cavendifh)  touching  the  fentimCnts 
of  the  people  of  Munfter.  He  had  not  this  day  converfed  with 
many  gentlemen  from  that  country,  but  he  had  received  lettersfrom. 
fome  of  the  molt  refpedlable  and  heft  informed  gentlemen  in  that 
province,  which  fo  far  from  declaring  the  people  there  unanimous  in 
favour  of  an  Union  positively  affured  him  of  the  ftrongeft  periuali- 
on,  that  had  the  vote  of  Thurfday  night  palled  in  favour  of  that 
meafure,  the  whole  province  would  have  been  the  next  day  in  open 
rebellion  ; and  added,  that  it  would  not  be  very  laic  for  the 
Members  who  voted  for  the  meafure  to  return  to  that  part  of  the 
country. 

Colonel  Bagwell  faid,  that  he  would  only  fpeak  in  this  point 
for  that  county  in  Munfter  which  Ire  had  the  honour  to  teprdent, 
(Tipperary.)  He  had  received  ieveral  letters  from  fome  of  the 
beft  informed  gentlemen  in  that  country,  and  fo  had  his  coU 
legue,  declaring  the  whole  county  to  a man  decidedly  averie  to 
the  meafure  of  an  Union. 

Mr.  Plunk et  condemned  the  declaration  of  the  Britifh  Mi- 
nifter, which  was  made  under  the  influence  of  ignorance  and  deiu- 
fion,  as  to  what  were  the  real  fentiments  of  the  Parliament  and 
people  of  Ireland  on  the  fubject  of  Union. — He  n.uft  fuppofe 
that  the  Britifh  Minifter  had  been  taught  to  reckon  upon  the  cer- 
tain and  infallible  fuccefs  of  his  project  for  influencing  the  Itilh 
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Parliament,  and  he  could  not  have  difcovered  his  error  in  the 
deciiion  of  that  Parliament,  when  he  had  the  temerity  to  utter 
the  fpeech  alluded  to,  and  of  the  authenticity  of  which  there 
was  pretty  good  evidence  in  a confidential  paper  of  the  Minif- 
terV  (the  Sun.)  The  public  mind  (as  the  Hon.  Member  had 
obferved)  Hood  in  need  of  repofe  after  fo  much  agitation  as  it 
had  recently  fuftained  upon  this  topic,  and  therefore  he  fhould  not 
oppoie  the  motion  for  adjournment  ; but  if  it  fhould  appear  in 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  Britifh  Minifter  ftill 
peddled  :n  his  rafh  dcfign,  he  would  call  upon  every  gentleman  on 
this  fide  of  the  Houfe  who  had  already  voted  againft  the  mea- 
fure,  and  upon  any  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  who  through 
falle  delicacy  had  not  refilled  the  propofal  for  entertaining  it,  to 
come  forward  in  vindication  of  the  honour,  the  dignity,  and  the 
independance  of  the  Irifli  Parliament  and  the  Irifh  nation,  and  by 
fome  flrong  and  decided  declaration  put  an  extmguijher  upon  this 
odious  and  abominable  meafure.  The  Noble  Lord  had  intimated 
that  th„e  time  might  come  when  the  Parliament  and  the  country 
would  be  glad  to  iolicit  the  meafure,  as  the  only  means  of  effec- 
tually fecuring  tranquillity.  He  hoped  the  Noble  Lord  did 
not  mean  to  infinuate  that  meafures  would  be  adopted  to  produce 
fuch  a fituation  in  the  country  as  would  create  the  neceffity  of 
fuch  a fituation,  in  order  that  “ what  was  fpoken  by  the  Pro- 
phets might  be  fulfilled. He  was  not  overfond  to  fee  a Minif- 
ter ruling  the  countiy,  who  feemed  to  have  a tafte  for  verifying 
his  own  predictions  as  to  the  neceffity  he  foretold  : and  he  wifhed 
to  fee  that  Minuter  and  his  Britifh  collegue  removed  from  office, 
a circumftance  which  could  not  much  affect  them,  as  they  feemed 
to  cool  to  feel  for  any  event. 

Mr.  M‘Cleland  confidered  the  declaration  of  . the  Noble 
Lord  (Caltlereagh)  to  be  merely  that  he  would  not  bring  for- 
ward, the  queflion  of  an  Union  againft  the  fenfe  of  Parliament 
and  the  country,  on  that  principle  he  would  fupport  the  adjourn- 
ment, but  if  the  country  fpoke  out  againft  the  meafure  of  an 
Union,  then  would  he  be  found  as  ftrenuous  in  oppofing  it,  as  he 
had  heretofore  been  in  its  fupport. 

Mr.  Dobbs  faid,  that  from  the  decifion  which  the  Houfe 
had  given,  and  the  declaration  of  the  Noble  Lord,  every  man 
within  and  without  thofe  walls  confidered  the  queflion  of  Union 
as  abandoned  ; but  from  the  declaration  of  the  Britifh  Minifter 
“ that  he  would  iofe  fight  c f the  meafure  but  with  h:s  life,” 
that  Houfe  would  fee  the  indifpenfablc  neceffity  of  its  unceafing 
/igilance,  in  guarding  every  pafs,  and  fortifying  every  avenue  by 
jvbich  the  liberties  of  Ireland  and  her  Legiflative  independance 
.night  be  attacked.  He  therefore  called  upon  gentlemen  who  had 
Receded  ia  tfic  fir  ft  defeat  of  the  meafure,  to  watch  vigilantly 
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on  their  polls,  and  by  a conftant  and  unremitting  attendance  to 
their  duty  in  that  Houfe,  to  leave  no  opportunity  for  furprife 
when  attack  was  openly  and  immutably  avowed  and  determined. 

Mr.  Egan  did  not  refill  the  queftion  of  adjournment,  hut  hop- 
ed Gentlemen  would  take  the  advantage  of  that  rectfs,  in  ap- 
priling  their  conftituents  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
danger  which  menace  the  liberty  and  independance  of  the iV*  coun- 
try, of  guarding  them  againil  infidious  attempts  to  cajole  their 
ttnderllandings,  and  of  coming  back  to  Parliament  fortified  by 
their  public  and  unequivocal  declaration  of  fentiment  on  this  fub- 
je£t ; and  thus,  he  trulled,  the  manly  and  dignified  fpirit  of  an 
Irifh  Parliament,  backed  by  the  refolutions  of  an  Iriih  people, 
determined  to  maintain  that  Parliament  in  affertingand  vindicating 
the  conftitutional  independance  of  their  country,  would  deter  any 
Miniller  from  venturing  to  attempt  the  fubverlion  of  that  Jnde- 
pendance.  If,  in  the  year  17 82,  when  this  country  attained  that 
independance,  any  Miniller  was  found  daring  enough  tp  hazard 
fuch  a propofal,  there  would  be  men  found  in  this  Houfe  to  rife 
and  move  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly,  praying  him  to  difmils  from 
his  councils,  and  remove  from  office  fuch  a Miniller  ; and  if 
any  farther  attempt  fhould  be  made  to  force  this  meafure  on  the 
Houfe,  he  trulled  men  would  Hill  be  found  to  bring  forward  fuch 
a motion. 

Mr.  Knox  laid  a few  words  to  the  fame  purport. 

Sir  B.  Roche  alked  the  gentlemen  who  oppofed  the  Union, 
how  it  was  poffible  things  could  remain  in  the  llate  they  had  fa 
long  continued  ? He  hoped  thofe  gentlemen  when  they  fhould 
return  from  their  conftituents  after  the  rccefs,  if  they  fhould  ftill 
be . refolved  to  oppofe  an  Union,  would  be  ready  to  bring  for- 
ward fome  other  effectual,  plan  for  fecurmg  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country,  and  putting  a flop  to  anarchy  and  confufion. 

Mr.  Wolfe  (of  Forenaught)  took  this  opportunity  to  exprcfs 
his  regret  at  not  having  been  prefent  on  the  difcuffion  of  the 
Union  queftion  ; on  that  meafure,  however,  he  thought  it  but 
fair,  manly  and  honourable,  for  every  who  had  not  voted,  to 
declare  his  fentiments,  and  his  own  ever  mull  decidedly  be  again  ft 
that  meafure. 

Mr.  Brooke  rofe  to  declare,  that  had  he  been  prefect,  he 
fhould  have  certainly  voted  againft  the  meafure. 

The  queftion  being  novv  put,  was  carried  ia  the  affirmative 
without  further  oppofttion. 

Col.  (Maxwell)  Barry  aid,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  ad- 
journment moved  by  the  Noble  Lord ; but  as  from  the  declaration 
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of  the  Britifh  Minifter  any  ftrntagcm  would  be  apprehended  for 
carrying  his  point,  gentlemen  hollileto  the  project  would  fee  the 
neceflity  of  the  fulleit  attendance  throughout  the  fcffion  ; and  he 
Ihould  therefore  move  a call  of  the  Houfe  on  the  8th  of  February. 

Lord  Castlere agh  alfurcd  the  Lion.  Gentleman  nothing 
could  more  fatisfadlorily  accommodate  the  government  than  a 
full  attendance  of  Members  at  all  times,  as  the  bell  means  of  ex- 
pediting the  public  bufmefs ; and  with  refpedt  to  the  quellion'of 
Union,  he  had  already  declared  his  determination  explicitly, 
££  that  he  fhould  never  bring  it  forward  fo  long  as  it  appeared 
££  to  him  repugnant  to  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  and  the  coun- 
<£  try,”  But  certainly  it  could  never  have  been  his  intention  to 
have  brought  it  forward  but  with  a view  to  the  moll  ample  dif- 
cuffion  in  the  'fulleit  attendance  of  Members  that  could  be  procur- 
ed ; and  had  the  Houfe  decided  in  favour  of  the  difeuflion  on  the 
former  night,  he  fhould  immediately  have  moved  for  a call  of  the 
Houfe.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  might  therefore  veil  aifurcd  he 
tv  as  incapable  of  taking  the  Houfe  or  the  country  by  furprife  upon 
fuch  an  important  fubjedi,  nor  to  attempt  palling  it  againll  their 
Sentiments. 

< v 

Col.  (Maxwell)  Barry  obferved,  the  Noble  Lord  could 
not  himicif  p.nfwer  for  what  he  might  do,  as  he  mull  acd  according 

to  the  inftruclions  he  received  fioin  the  other  fide. 

. > - \ 

Mr.  Martin  wifned  the  call  of  the  Floufe  pollponed  to  a fur- 
ther day,  in  order  to  give  ample  time  for  gentlemen  to  take  tire 
imle  of  their  condiments. 

Col,  (Maxwell)  Barry  amended  his  motion  to  the  nth  of 
February,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Sir  FI.  Cavendish,  after  a Ihort  preface,  in  which  he  dated, 
that  the  Houfe  of  Parliament  had  been  degraded  by  perfonal 
outrage  and  infult  to  feveral  of  its  Members,  coming  to  and  re- 
tiring from  that  Iloufe,  in  confequence  of  votes  given  in  that 
Houfe,  moved  three  lefolutions  to  the  following  effedl  : 

. ££  That  any  infult  or  affault  offered  to  any  Member  of  Parlia- 
“ ment  coming  to  or  going  from  that  Houfe,  in  confequence  of 
“ any  thing  faid  or  done  in  Parliament;  or  any  attempt  to  inti- 
<£  midate  any  Member  from  any  vote  in  that  Houfe;  or  any  tu-  - 
“ multuous  alfemblage  of  perfons  meeting  in  the  palfages  to  that  ' 
“ Floufe  to  awe  or  intimidate  its  Members,  to  or  from  any  vote 
?£  on  any  meafure,  is  an  high  infringement  pn  the  privileges  of 
“ that  Houfe.” 

Col.  (Maxwell)  Barry  declared  for  himfclf  perfonally  he 
had  neither  witnelfed  nor  heard  of  any  fuch  infult  or  violence  of- 
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ft  red  to  any  Member.  If  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet  alluded  to 
the  joy  fliewn  by  the  people  on  a late  occafion,  he  thought,  confi- 
dering  the  exultation  univerfally  felt,  the  condudl  ol  the  populace 
.extremely  calm  and  patient  before  and  during  the  difcnjffion,  and 
.extremely  moderate  in  their  expreflion  of  triumph  on  the  defeat' 
of  the  meafure — he  heard  indeed  of  boys  throwing  fquibs  and 
breaking  windows  that  were  not  illuminated.  Such  thing’s  were 
uTual  and  ordinary  (though  he  could  not  jultily  them)  on  every 
popular  occafion  ) but  he  favv  nothing  particular  on  tills  occafion  ; 
nor  had  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet  fpecified  any  grounds  to  Ihew 
the  neceffity  of  pafling  refutations  to  declare  now  what  was  the 
known  law  of  parliamentary  privilege  and  of  the  land. 

Dr.  Brown  f.  expreiTed  fimilar  fentiments,  as  did  Mr.  Bar-ring - 
ton,  who  faid  he  had  heard  it  aliened  thisday  in  the  Hall  of  the 
Four  Courts,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet  had  declared  his-  de- 
termination to  move  for  the  removal  of  the  Parliament  to  Cork, 
in  order  to  fecure  fafety  in  its  deliberations. 

The  Right  Hon.  Attorney  General  faid  it  was  notorious 
that  both  the  perfons  of  Members  had  been  alfaultcd  and  abufed 
by  the  moll  opprobrious  names,  their  houfes  attacked  by  mob's, 
and  themlelves  declared  traitors  to  their  country,  lor  having  voted 
in  favour  of  Union  ; and  that  certainly  lueiy attempt  to  overawe 
the  Parliament  would  warrant  its  removal  to  Cork. 

The  Right  Hon.  Den fs  Brown e,  in  proof  of  the  daring  in- 
iults  which  had  been  offered  to  the  dignity  of  that  Houle, 
read  a paragraph  from  the  Evening  Poll  of  Saturday  night,  cal- 
ling the  Miniller  of  the  country,  and  thofe  members  who  voted 
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for  an  Union  u a Corrupt  Mimjler  and  his  corrupt  phalanx.”  It 
was,  he  laid,  hk>  intention  to  have  Valkd  the  printer  to  the  bar 
this  night,  and  moved  lor  his  committal  to  Newgate,  which  he 
declared  he  would  do  the  very  next  time  he  favv  fo  daring  -and  con- 
tumacious  a libel  in  print. 

Lord  Castlere ag  i-s  moved  that  a Capp-ly  be  granted  to  his 
Majelly.  Agreed  to.  x 

Ordered  that  the  Houle  do  refqlve  into  a committee  on  the  7 t h- 
-of  February  to  take  the  fame  into  contideration. 

Ordered  that  the  Speaker  do  iffiie  his  writ  for  electing  a Bur- 
gefs  for  Newry,  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Hon.  Ilaac  Cony  who 
has  accepted  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ; and  ano- 
ther for  Galway  in  the  room  of  St.  G.  Daly,  Efq.  who  has  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  Prime  Serjeant  ; alfo  for  Mullingar  in  the 
.room  of  Mr.  Hardy,  who  has  accepted  the  Efcheatorfhip  of 
Munller ; and  alfo  for  Mr.  Luke  Fox.  who  has  accepted  t!.<-  l .i 
cheatorlhip  of  Ulllcr. — The  Houfe  adjourned  to  ThurfJ.  - ? Fe- 
bruary the  7f.l1, 


